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The first purchases from the Government, about 
the time of the commencement of its operation under 
the constitution, of lands in what was then called the 
Northwest Territory, with the attendant efforts for the 
establishment and maintenance of settlements therein 
are fairly to be reckoned among the notable occur- 
rences of the earliest period of the history of the 
United States as a nation ; and anything essential to 
the completing of the account of the transactions might 
be looked upon even from a national standpoint, as 
deser\-ing of preservation. The new claimant to a 
sepaHite and equal station in the political firmament 
having emerged triumphantly from the arduous strug- 
gle in arms for independence, popular effort is then 
soon seen directed to plans for the redemption of a 
continent from a waste by the arts of peace. Promi- 
nent in the van of such manifestations were two 
schemes of purchase and settlement, of the descrip- 
tion referred to, viewed by some with prophetic ken 
in the day of their inception as fraught with promise 
for the future, and to which, when regarded in the 
light of results thus far, it could not be alleged there 
was ever attributed an undue significance. Respect- 
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ing one of those, and certainly not the inferior in im- 
portance, to add what may be found practicable to 
the store of information already possessed, is an ob- 
ject of the present endeavor. It would very likely re- 
quire no protracted search nowadays in either of the 
two localities to whicli tliosc schemes were directed, 
to find some sinj^le individual wlio, so far :is prelim!- 
nan' pecuniar^' outlays were concemctl, could un<Ier- 
take a project of equal ma^itude on his own unaided 
resources. At thiit time American (rcnius had not yet 
taxed its powers in de\'isin}; any of the mi;thods since 
found so cflicacious, through the astonishing feats of 
"Credit Mobilicr" ambidexters, for obtaining the 
largest possible quantities of the public domain at the 
least possible cost. That was also a day of small things 
Gomparatively, in a monicd way, with such as were 
then casting their lots in the section of country- which 
is particularly the subject of the present brief treaU 
ise. In respect though of some qiudities of character 
which are never likely to be too often or too brightly 
exemplified in a community, it might i>eradvcnturc be 
found that the showing they made \v;is not so remark- 
ably small ; and there is no risk v( their i>ostcrity now 
OD the stage being any too often pn)mpted to look 
back with a sense of the claims to remembrance of 
the people who, in face of the ol>staclc5 then to be en- 
countered, put down the foundations here of a struc- 
ture of prosperity and greatness of which certainly 
the present sticcessorv in possession have reason to 
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deem themselves favored inheritors. All the sources 
drawn upon for the contents of the ensuing pages 
had been available to the writer, and sometliing of an 
undertaking of this kind designed for years past ; but 
not until after entering upon the performance was there 
any thought of its exceeding in volume what might 
readily be disposed of through die medium of a news- 
paper, or perhaps be subsidiary to some other pro- 
ducdon of its own species wider in scope than itself. 
Tlie work though as it progressed was found suscep- 
tible of such an extension beyond the bounds at first 
contemplated as to seem better suited to its present 
form of publication, and it is now thus offered, not 
without some trust that it may prove interesting to a 
sufKciency of readers to justil^' die oJTering. 
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6 CINCZNNATZ'S BEGINNINGS. 

against obli\non. But with all the preservative appli- 
ances ever a\-ailable to judidous care, at this or other 
pcwnts of the process, it will hardly be contended any 
guarantj' is afforded of the perfect integrity of what 
may purport to be the memorial of a people's past— 
any assurance of the entire fulfilling of such a require- 
ment as tliat of holding the extending record in all its 
parts 

"AboTc the reach of sacrilvgious hands ; 
Secure from flamei, from envy's fiercer rage, 
Dotnictive war, and all-in voWing ajje," 

Hence, when the annalist has reached the initiator)' 
I>ortJon of the course, which it is his province to 
explore, through bygone times, a paucity of reliable 
accounts of actual doings and occurences has usually 
not failed to afford him some scope for the exercise 
of his own capacities for invention in improving upon 
fables. When their researches were extended into the 
haze of antiquity, much liberty of indulgence in this 
practice, the great Roman historian says, had up to 
his day always been accorded to his fratemit>% as 
enabling them to impart to the beginnings of States, 
and the character of the founders, more of dignity 
• than a strict conformity to truth in the narratives, if 
l»acticable, would admit of, and probably the majority 
^ their successors, witii some equally commendable 
^ect, have sufficiently manifested a disposition to 
^tevcnt any right to the same prinlege f.-om being 
^■"^'eited bv non-user. The jiM^iinncr r^f fn.tkr.j ««^ 
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thorough accounts of particular parts and events 
might not, of course, ordinarily be expected to be 
facilitated by remoteness of the epoch sought to be 
brought under review, yet the difficulty is far from 
diminishing in tiie ratio of the reduction of the 
separating inter>'al of time. Accordingly, though of 
an origin too recent to comport with the idea of her 
past course being traced far enough back for the 
reception of any tinge of amtiquit}-, it were still some- 
what abnormal, at least, if a full exemption, from the 
beginning, from tiie condition of uncertiinty and in- 
completeness could be claimed for tiie existing annals 
of tiic goodly municipality whose geographical place 
is upon the banks of the stream yclcpcd the Ohio, about 
midway of its length, precisely where the one called 
the Licking, bringing a tribute from Kentucky on 
the south, mingles its limpid waters with the some- 
times turbid tide of the beautiful river, which here, 
m a southwardlv deflected curve of some three miles 
in lengtii, sweeps majestically westward across a 
nearly circular plateau environed with hills of moder- 
ate altitude, presenting naturally little appearance of 
rugged or precipitous outiines, and when, as in the 
early days of the settlement, draped with the foliage 
of forests, forming, with the otiier features of the land- 
scape, a panorama hardly surpassed for beauty among 
terrcstial scenes. 

There is none otiier, of course, intended to be 
designated than the city of Cincinnati, the same that. 
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for a time whereof the memory of the present genera- 
tion runneth not to the contrary, has been decorated 
with the additional appellation of the Qiieon of the 

West. As to how worthily .she has borne the title of 

• 

di{jnit}% and the justice of her claims to the station so 
asisigned, it may at least be alleged in passing, that, 
though she has not yet extended her sway to the 
Uliiina Thulc of tlie queen of the earth of old, still 
her fame as a sovereign has spread nearly that far. 
IJ3' the advance she has already made towards the 
attainment of enduring renown and import;ince, with 
her still brightening prospect of progress in the same 
line of achievment, the events of her history, it must 
be conceded, too, have been invested with that degree 
of interest that an opportunity of contributing in any 
measure towards dispelling whatever obscuring mist 
shrouds tlic dawn of her existence, cither by the 
bringing to light of any new facts or the better setting 
forth of any that are not unheard of, may be looked 
upon as calling for the requisite endeavor. 

To a task ol that nature the writer of these pages 

has felt prompted by fortuitous access to some hitherto 

^published documentary matter sen'iceable to the 

performance. To gain a proper remove for a com- 

^'^^iicement of the thread of the narration, there is 

^'Wc need of obsening, demands no verj' lengthened 

Wnncy into the realm of the past. 

Hecurring to the period of the formal assumption 
°]r the people of this country of that station among 
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the powers of the earth to which they had concluded 
the laws of Nature and of Nature's God entided them, 
it is noticeable that immediately uix)n the close of the 
Revolutionar}' War the attention of the inhabitants of 
the Atlantic border was strongly drawn to the new 
fields of enterprise soon to be opened in the vast 
region stretching from Virginia and Kentucky to the 
Mississippi and the great lakes, which had been con- 
firmed to the republic by the definitive treaty at Paris 
of 1783, and the Valley of the Ohio, already world- 
renowned for its beauty and fertility, lay first in the 
path of the Star of Empire's westward way. 

The Virginia and Kentucky settlements had pre- 
viously to its acquisition advanced their outposts to 
the southern confines of the noble addition to the do- 
main of the new GoveiTimcnt, and ere yet the Re- 
public by the adoption of the Constitution had been 
fairly launched upon the waves 0/ national existence, 
through two expeditions from far to the eastward, the 
foundation had been laid on the northern shores of the 
Ohio river of "the State first bom of the ordinance 
of 1787." The tide of emigration which had now 
begun to flow into the receptacle thus opened was at- 
tracted not only by its adaptation to agricultural pur- 
suits, but also by die prospect of its becoming a theater 
of great commercial enterj^rise by reason of the navi- 
gable character both of the Ohio river itself, and like- 
wise to a great extent, as was then supposed, of all 
its larger tributaries, which, at their junctions vvvU5^^3s>s^ 
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main stream were regarded as affording sites where 
infant settlements might soon be nourished into vigor. 
Thus the mouth of the Muskingum was chosen for 
their purposes by the founders of Marietta. Three 
j-ears pre\'iousl3% a party of adventurers had attempt- 
ed a setdement also at the mouth of the Scioto. The 
site of Limestown, now Mays\'ille, Kentucky, by the 
disemboguing tliere of the waters of Limestone creek, 
was endowed with attractions of the like nature, and 
vcrj' promptly obtained recognition as one of the 
^ohiis. So, too, undoubtedly, the founders of Louis- 
ville, while considering the multitudinous variety of 
inducements which that situation presented for such 
an undertaking as theirs, did not neglect to take a 
mental squint at the benefits which might be expected 
to accrue from some outcome of the navigation of 
B<*argrass. 

In tliis respect a purchase, embracing the entire 
front uix)n the Ohio between the two Miamis, and 
estimated to be of sufficient extent backward to secure 
the whole tribute of Mad river, was thought a highly 
favored section, a ^crfQCiMcsopotuMia^ and the views 
of the proprietors were accordingly at once directed to 
the mouth of tlie Great Miami as the most eligible 
point for tlieir proposed city, which it was anticipated 
would speedily be raised to great importance by the 
vast boadng interests widi which the swelling bosom 
of the stream was soon to be charged. Simultaneously 
with the earliest steps taken for such a demonstra- 
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tion at that estuar}% measures were initiated for estab- 
lishing a colony at the point soon afler called Colum- 
bia, with similar designs upon the commerce of the 
Lesser Miami. Thus were set off, as the projectors of 
this scheme conceived, the two most advantageous 
locations for town sites to be found within the limits 
of their purchase. But careful observers who had pro- 
spected this portion of the national possessions at a 
still earlier period, and were better furnished than 
these operators with items of information in regard 
to its topography, had already marked an intermediate 
point between the two last named, over against which 
a stream of no less pretensions than either of the 
Miamis debouched into the Ohio river on tlic Ken- 
tucky side, and where it was conjectured that a settle- 
ment so located as to be enabled to exercise a proper 
surveillance over this opposite mouth would be found 
possessed of a combination of advantages whereby it 
could at least stand on an equal footing with any other 
that might be established anywhere in tlie vicinity, if 
indeed the result did not show it to have secured that 
certain nodiermost lacteal duct from which the amplest 
supply of the nourishing secretions is usually supjwsed 
to flow. To a spectator furnished with a convenient 
post of obseiTation for a comprehensive survey of the 
position at the present time, it might seem that the 
mysterious virtues of this particular orifice for the 
purposes in view were not overrated. There appears 
to have been an idea Uiat the founders of Cincinnati, 
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There is an obvious applicability of his verse to 
the progress of our nation in the extension of her 
domain, and tlie genius of the country's civilization, 
as it followed the emblems of the nation's sway in 
their meteor flight across the continent, appears to 
have found at Lexington, Kentucky, its earliest home 
in the boundless wilderness of the West. That com- 
inunit}% almost at the beginning of its existence, afar 
off in 

**^— the founding aisles of the dim woods" 

became a seat of learning. Transylvania University 
was established there in the year 1 788 ; it also at that 
time sustained a newspaper, the Kentucky Gazette. 
A few years later the earliest insurance company in 
the West was started there, and it was always able to 
make a fair showing among its inhabitants of such as 
might be deemed not unacquainted with the flavor of 
Attic salt. Of the number of those of the description 
just referred to, who were abiding there at the period 
immediately subsequent to the founding, were the 
founder himself and first settler. Colonel Robert Patter- 
son, prominent among the early actors in the aflairs of ^ 
that Stcite, and a certain John Filson, at one time a 
ffdiool teacher, who engaged also as a sun'cyor 
through the \-icinity, and was the author of a life of ^ 
Daniel Boone, and map and historj' of Kentucky,* 
i^-hich, originally published at Wilmington, in the 
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State of Delaware, in 1784, and circulated immediately 
to a considerable extent in the Eastern States, within 
the next few years, also went through several editions 
in London and Paris, and so, soon obtained quite a 
wide though but temporary celebrity. Of the first 
explorers in this direction undoubtedly not a few 
had, by the time of the events now under considera- 
tion, had their attention drawn to the eligibility, for 
the purposes of a town site, of the point opposite the 
mouth of the Licking ; but in the early part, or summer 
of 1788, the two just named, in connection with 
Matthias Denman, of New Jersey, or tlirough his 
agency, made application for tlic requisite tract of 
land to the party then understood to have bargained 
with Government for that, and all tlieroto contiguous, 
to the extent of 2,000,000 of acres. Of these three, 
Denman, Patterson and Filson, wlio at first composed 
the company formed for the puqx)se of efiecting the 
proposed settlement, whicli was the beginning of 
Cincinnati, Denman appears to have undertaken to 
be responsible for the necessary measures to extin- 
guish the claim of the direct purchasers from Govern- 
ment to the desired location. Filson was the one 
who had the best understanding of iiow the coast 
lay and matters of that nature. So far, though, as 
the success of their project depended on tlie patronage 
that either could bring to lK\ir, it is likely the chief 
reliance, was upon Patterson. But of these three 
named personages, and their particular engagement, 
more anon. 
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CHAPTER II. 

. Lq^ishtion of Confess preparatory to Sales of Land in the Territory 
Northwest of the Ohio river — The Projects of the New England 
Ohio Company and Symmes and his Associates— That of Symincs 
MX at first contemplated in the year 17S7 — Symmes* Withdrawal of 
First Proposals and substitution of others before the Commissioners 
of the Treasury— The Commissioners* Acceptance and subsenucnt 
Modification of his last Proposals— His Action thereupon and Ef- 
forts to Change the Determination of the Commissioners — Tlieir 
Refusal to Accede to his Terms, and his consequent embarrassment 
— His Confmlinication to Boudinot respecting the State of the Mat- 
ter and the Course he had Resolved to Pursue. 

The degree of interest which had by that time been 
awakened in regard to the territory northwest of the 
Ohio river, was such as to induce Congress to pass an 
act on the 20th of May, 1785, declaratory of the mode 
in which its possessions there would be disposed of by 
4he Government. Tliis act was next followed by the 
famous ordinance of the 13th of July, 1787, and sev- 
eral subsidiar}' acts or resolutions of Congress of that 
year authorizing the Board of Treasury to contract 
with any applicants for lands in the territory. 

Before the expiration of the year 1787, the terms 
offered by Congress were accepted by the association 
of New Englanders, calling themselves the Ohio Com- 
pany, who, under the lead of Rufus Putnam, ciTected 
tiiesetdement at the mouth of the Muskingum, and 
by another body composed of such as could be enlisted 
for this sort oC an enterprise, from among the inhabit- 
ants of the countr}* immediately west of New England, 
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principally citizens of New Jersey, foremost among 
whom was John C. Symmes, who had been a delegate 
to Congress from New Jersey, who was then also hold- 
ing a conspicuous judicial position in that State, and 
was subsequently appointed one of the three judges of 
the Northwest Territory. The latter of these associ- 
ations aimed at the acquisition of the next eligible 
tract to that chosen by the first mentioned one, open to 
cntr}' lower down on the Ohio river, separated from 
the other mainly by what was known as the Virginia 
Military District or Reservation, which it bounded on 
the west, and thought to be a trjict unsurpassed in its 
inviting character. This scheme as at first contem- 
plated, in the year 1787, was in accordance with the 
following : 



"To Mis Excellency, the President of Con- 
gress — ^The petition of John Cleves Symmes, of New 
Jersey showeth : That your petitioner, encouraged by 
the resolutions of Congress of the 23d and 27th of 
July last, stipulating the condition of a transfer of 
Federal lands on the Scioto and Muskingum rivers 
unto Winthrop Sargent and Manasseh Cuder, Esqrs., 
and their associates, of New England, is induced on 
behalf of the citizens of the United States, west\vard 
of Connecticut, who also wish to become purchasers of 
Federal lands to pray that the honorable, the Congress 
will be pleased to direct that a contract be made bv 
the honorable, the Commissioners of the Treasury 
3 
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Board, with your petitioner, for himself nnd his associ- 
ates, in all respects similar in form and matter to the 
said grant made to Messrs. Sargent and Cutler, difVer- 
ing only in quantity, and place where, and instead of 
txx-o tott'nships for the use of a university, that one 
only be as^gned for the benefit of an academy ; that 
b\' such transfer to your petitioner and his associates, 
on th«r complying with the terms of sitle, the fee may 
pass of all the lands Ijing within the following limits, 
\-iz: Beginning at the mouth of the Great Miami 
river, thence running up the Ohio to the mouth of the 
LJttle Miami river, thence up the main stream of the 
Little Miami river to the place where a due west line, 
to be continued from the western termination of the 
northern boundary line of the grant to Messrs. Sar- 
gent, Cuder & Company, shall intersect the said Little 
Aliami ri%'er, thence due west, continuing the said 
w'estem line, to the place where the said line shall 
interaect the main branch or stream of the Great 
Aliami river, thence down the Great Miami to the 
place of bc^nning. 

"John C. Symmes. 

••New York, August 29, 1787." 

October 2, 1787. 
( Ordered, Ikat the above petition be referred to 
ike Board 0/ Treasury to take order,) 

S}-mmes and his coadjutors appear to have been 
not quite so soon upon the stage, or ready for acdon> 
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PROGRESS UNDER FIRST APPLICATION. I9 

08 the New England combination, yet by the 36th of 
November, 1787, they were enabled to issue at Tren- 
ton, N. J., a manifciito to the public, setting forth the 
terms tliey had obtained from tlic Government, and 
inviting the co-operation of any who might feel in- 
clined to join in their plans ; and that something 
had been etfected by them in the way of a distribution 
among intending settlers, before the close of that year, 
is to be inferred from the Brst one oC their warrants fot 
location, which is thus worded and figured : 
"JVo. I. **Miami Land ll'tirratU.* 

" This entitles Benjamin Stites, his hctrs or as»igns, to 
locate one ticction, in wliich the fee of six 
[sBAL.] hundred and fort}' acres shall pass, subject 
to the terms of settlement. 
" Dated the seventeenth day of December. A. d. 
1787. 

Signed by Joiix Ci-uviw Svmmes. 
" Countersigned by Benjamin Stttks." 
But though the negotiation for the ponion of ter- 
ritory upon which those joining in this interest had 
Hxed their aim, was begun, and some sides of shares, 
and of warrants for locations within its expected 
limits, were made in the year 1787, it \vas not until 
late in tlie year 1788, and after the preliminarj' steps 
had been taken for entering into possession of their 
respective places b}' tlic lirst companies of colonists, 
that tliere wns any formal execution of an agreement 

"On Iha preceding liaf >• eJtco. ». (^-mk*"-* <**. -^^^J^I^^^jS^^^^ 
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with the Commissioners of tlie Treasury, or conclu- 
sion as to the boundaries to be stated in tlie convey- 
ance — the Commissioners indeed manifesting a strong 
disposition utterly to repudiate the claim of Judge 
S^^mmes to any contract whatever with them, even 
after he had gone on his way to the promised land, 
like Abraham with a cumbrous train. 

Owing to the scanty information then possessed of 
the geography of these parts, it was conjectured that 
the limits of the desired grant, as doiined in the above 
recited petition to Congress, would include an area of 
about 2,000,000 of acres, though subsequent measure- 
ment by actual sur\'ey showed the contents to be only 
about 600,000 acres. On the sup]x>sition, however, 
that the tract was of the larger dimensions, Mr. 
Symmes, on the nth of June, 1788, addressed to the 
Treasur)' Board the following communication : 



*^ Gentlemen — Meeting with some difficulties 
which attend obtaining the general pleasure of the 
late Jersey line with regard to their bounty lands, so 
as to procure that credit therefor, in the discharge of 
my first payment in my late contract, which I had 
premised to myself, I beg leave to relinquish my 
former purchase, upon condition, however, that your 
honors be pleased to enter into a new contract with 
me for a part of the same lands, of i ,000,000 of acres 
iixmting on the Ohio and extending inland from the 
Ohio between tlie Great Miami river and the Little 
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Miami river, the whole breadtii of the country from 
river to river, so far as to include on an east and west 
rear line 1,000,000 acres, exclusive of the five reserved 
sections in cveiy township, as directed in the ordi- 
nance of the 20th of May, 1785, and tiiat the present 
grant be made on the principles laid down by the 
resolution of Congress of the 23d of October hist. 

(Signed.) **Jonx C. Svmmbs." 

Upon delivery by him of the foregoing to tiie 
Commissioners they placed in his hands the following 
statement 

V If army rights should be substituted for money 
in payment of lands, Mr. Symmcs, to satisfy the 
whole, and pay in one-seventh part in aimy rights, his 
account will stand as follows : 

Dr. John C. Symmesto 1,000,000 acres 

land, is .... ^fySSfiCAZ' 

Lawful. 

Cr. By Cash for $ 857,143 at 4 , - 571.428*- 

ByAr. R'ts. 142,837 at 4 , . 95,238 00 



Dr. 
Cr. 



$1,000,000 ■^c^,(^z- 

J. C. Symmcs to llrst payment, - $83,333 .» 

By Cash, $71,428** 

By Arm. R'ts., 1 1 ,904 
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When the matter had rested thus for a few days 
he received from the Board tlvs^. <^^<5^^>s^5^^s^^ss?^ 
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*• Board of Treasury, June 16, 1788. 
" Sir — ^We are favored wth your letter of tlie nth 
instant relinquishing^ your pretensions to a contract for 
2,000,000 acres of land, agreeably to the act of Con- 
gress of 29tli of August, 1787, and proposing one for 
a million of acres, to be entered into on the principles 
laid down by the act of Congress of 23d of October 
last. We can not agree to tlie boundaries as you 
have proposed, but are willing to contract with you 
for a million of acres within a tract bounded as 
follows : beginning at a certain ]x>int on the north side 
of the river Ohio, that shall be found to be tNventy 
miles distant along the courses thereof, from the mouth 
of the Great iSIiami river, thence extending down the 
said river Ohio along the several courses thereof to 
the Great Miami river, thence up the Miami along 
the different courses of the same to such distance 
that a certain point shall be fixed due east from the 
same, from whence a direct line running nearly 
parallel with the general direcUon of the Miami, 
terminadng in tlie aforesaid point on the Ohio at the 
phfce of beginning, shall include i ,000,000 of acres. 
We request an early answer to this letter, and are, 
sir, your most obedient, humble ser\'ants, 

"Wal'Ter Livingston, 
"Arthur Lee. 
••John Cleves Sy^dies, Esq." 

To the foregoing letter Mr. Symmes made no 



formal reply until the 14th of July ensuing, though he 
had in the meanwhile frequent conferences with the 
Commissioners, in the course of which, he endeavored 
to make evident to them the unreasonableness of 
requiring him to accept the boundaries they had 
si>ccified until he had entered upon the lands and 
traversed them sufBcientiy to gain such a knowledge 
of the geography of the country as would render more 
practicable the satisfactory' determination of a point, 
which, on die part of the Commissioners, seemed to 
be regarded so vital. But fmding them tenacious of 
the stand Uioy had taken, and urgent for an answer in 
writing to their proposals, he adopted in regard to that 
particular the Fabian ix)licy of masterly inactivity 
until he had got in what he called his first payment, 
as per vouchers, of which the following are copies: 

"New York, July 12, 1788. 
**This is to certify that the several payments paid 
into my hands by John Cleves Symmes, Esq., in 
public securities, up to this date, amount to upwards 
of seventy-two thousand dollars on account of the lands 
in the Western Territor}'' which lie purchased of the 
Honorable the Commissioners of die Board of Treas- 



urj', 



**McIIiLLEGAs, Treas.'* 



*^ The Honorable Jonatiian Dayton, Esq., has 
lodged in this office applications of individuals, who 
formerly belonged to the New York and Ne^ V 
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lines of the late armv, amountin<; to 29,600 acres, to 
be received in the purchase of John Cleves Symmes, 
£sq», but that the said appliaitions have not been 
critically examined, either as to the validity of the 
assignments or the rights of the claimants, although it 
is probable from a cursory examination that most of 
claims are well founded. A particular examina- 
on \vill be made into this subject in a few days. 
(Signed.) *' J. Knox. 

"War Office, this 12th of July, 1788." 



** This is to certify that the foregoing is a copy of 
e original lodged in the Treasurer's oflice 

** McIIiLLEGAs, Trcas. 
••New York, July 14, 1788." 



Willi these additional persuasives he presented to 
c Board the following answer to tlieir letter of i6th 
f June preceding: 

•* New York, July 14, 1788. 

Gentlemen : — Having been honored by the 

'^-eceipt of your letter of the i6th ultimo, beg leave in 

^inswcr thereto to observe that mv ardent wish is to 

midhere to the banks of both the Miamis in the bound- 

of the one million of acres, as great inconvenien- 

will arise to manv of mv associates if we are ex- 

» » 

eluded the banks of the Little Miami, hut if tliis shall 
be deemed by you inadmissible, the geography of the 
couiitiy between tlie t\vo Miamis is too little known 
to afford sufficient information on the subject to enable 
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me to say at this time what line could, with propriety, 
be drawn from tiie river Ohio to an imaginary point, 
to be fixed somewhere between the two Miamis so as 
to include one million of acres adjoining the Great 
Miami. I am, however, willing to be governed by 
reasonable principles, and, in order to treat with your 
honors on the question of boundary with that under- 
standing which is so necessary, I beg the permission 
of your honorable Board to enter the premises with a 
number of settlers, and sur%-ey the land, which I will 
attempt to eflcct in the course of this season, that an 
accurate map of the country may be spread on your 
table on which you may delineate your pleasure. In 
the lirst instance I will defray the expense of such 
survey, but shall expect a reimbursement of my ex- 
penditures from tile United States, as the exterior 
lines of all their grants are to be nm by them. In 
this I shall be much obliged if the geographer general 
may be instructed to appoint the sun'eyor to do this 
business. I am content that, for the present, any fur- 
ther progress on my second application be suspended. 
I have paid what I consider a suiliciency, both in 
money and army rights, to fulliU the first payment, and 
until we have better knowledge, I conceive anv further 
Stipulations of boundaries would be rather premature. 
I have the honor to be, gendcmen, your most obedient, 
humble servant, 

Jno. C. Svmmes." 

** IIon'bLE CoM>nSIONERS OF THE BoARD OF TREAS- 
URY OF THE Uniteu S'^Kx^es.r ^ 
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one million, which I was for that time obliged to de- 
cline. If I was confident that the East Jersey Com- 
pany would succeed, I should be quite indiOerent 
where the line was drawn between the first and second 
million, so that Capt. Benjamin Stites and others who 
have located on that side towards the Little Miami 
were indemnified and saved in their locations. But I 
fear the success of the Ejwt Jersey Company is not 
quite certain. I suspect others have their views upon 
the residue as well ixs your Company. I fear also a 
failure of raising the certificates necessar}' for the first 
pa}-ment before accounts are transmitted by the first 
emigrants of the quality and geography of the country. 
These reasons induced me to aim at makintf a lodjr- 
ment before any express boundary was stipulated. 
I still mean to attempt this. I have General Knox's 
letter to General Ilarmar, to furnish me with a small 
detachment of troops. If my progress is not arrested 
b}' the Board, I shall soon make a lodgment on the 
land. In the meantime I shall confide in j'ou and the 
other gentlemen composing the East Jersey Company, 
to ward off* from me evcrj- measure that may tend to 
impede my establishing a settlement. I rely most 
confidently on the kind interposition of Capt. Dayton 
and our otlier Jersey Delegates, and I am much de- 
cdved if there be not many other gentlemen in Con- 
gress who wish to see a settlement established 
at Miami." 
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CHAPTER III. 

Discontinuance of the Conference with the Commis<»ioncrs and De- 
parture of Symmcs for the West with an Enii(;rant Train — Journev 
through Pennsylvania and Arrival at Devours Ferry and Pittsburgh 
— Voyage Down the Ohio river and Arrival at Nliami — Explora- 
tion of the Country and Hesitancy in regard to Commencement of 
Settlements — Return m Limestone to Consider the Situation and 
await more Favorable Opportunities. 

Accordingly, in the latter part of July, 1788, con- 
sidering that he had to all intents and purposes struck 
a bargain with the Honorable Commissioners, Mr. 
Symmes set out from New Jersey for the West with a 
retinue of fourteen four-horse wagons and sixty per- 
sons — the nucleus for a coming host with which he 
proposed to effect the removal of a Canaanitish race 
from a land flowing with milk and honey, and the in- 
troduction of a better in their stead. His route was 
b}' way of Pittsburgh and Wheeling. When he had 
progressed as far as Devou's Ferry, thirty-live miles 
up theMononghehala river,he sent his horses from there 
across the country to Wheeling and took to boats 
witli his people and baggage. 

The way hitherto lay through a region of which 
the inhabitants had manifested toward him no hostility. 
His stock of ammunition, therefore, and such other 
warlike accoutrements as he had provided for his 
habilitation in case of any calls for the exhibition of 
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fighting capacities which he might not feci entirely 
free to decline at the place of his destination, re- 
mained intact. The only obstacles he had encoun- 
tered were such as arose from a superabundance of 
rainy weatlier and a condition of roads none of the 
best ; and his account of damage and loss up to this 
point presented a sum total of merely seven broken 
axle-trees. He arrived at Pittsburgh August 20t]i, and 
met there a ven- hospitable reception. Willi regard 
to the morale of his party under the ctTects of the 
joumej' thus far, sometliing may perhaps bo inferred 
from his remarks as to how it told upon a certain one 
of them, who, being doubtless oi rather more sensitive 
a temperament than most of the rest, may have ser\cd 
as an exponent of the spirits of all. Of tliis member 
of the par^' he observes, in a letter from Pittsburgh to 
<»ie of his associates in New Jersey, that in the ex- 
perience of travel just gone through uith, she had 
been subject to various passions— hope, fear, sorrow, 
j(n*. had each in turn held sway. Bad roads, ^\4th oc- 
casioiial interludes of pleasant company had rendered 
her tour, tragt-comic in its diversities. "She finds the 
ladjes of Pittsburgh," he adds, " exceedingly polite 
and agreeable, and regrets that she must leave them 
aosoon." 

In the same letter, in replying to communicadons, 
reodved at Pittsbui^h from liis correspondent in New 
Jeney, he says : " I shall now, sir, attempt a brief 
r to your letters, but can do it much better after 
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I ha^e been on the Miami lands, as I shall then be 
master of the subject, which, at present, I do not pre- 
tend to be, so far as relates to the boundarj' line to be 
drawn. It gives me pain that any of my good friends 
should be nueusy ami i/hcoii/aiicd thixi I sliould \-cnture 
on the lands before ever)- minutia of the business was 
settled widi the honorable commissioners of tiie Trcas- 
urj- Board. I have their express terms and proposed 
boundary, and while I keep myself witliin their own 
proposed limits no exception can possibly be taken by 
them. It is I, sir, thai will Iiave cause of complaint, 
if I confine myself to tlie twenty miles front, and not 
tile honorable commissioners. Surely, therefore, they 
will never think of dislodging me from the ground 
which themselves ha\e proposed for our settlement. 

"I shall always have the caution not to exceed 
what I have their concurrence to. The land they 
grant, I accept. I think I ought to have more, but 
still I shall confine myself till that question is setdod. 
I thank you, sir, for your kind interposidon with the 
two honorable gendemen of the Board. I am sure, 
however, that those two gentlemen could not justly 
charge me with hnfrofricty of conduct, when I told 
them expressly that I could notgi\'e a full and definite 
answer to their letter to me on the subject of bound- 
arj', but that I would answer it, conclusively, as soon 
as I was able to inform myself and them of the me- 
anders and courses of the Ohio and Great Miami, 
This, I expea, a very short time will do." 
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After enjoying the hospitality of the Pittsburghcrs 
for nvo days, he started from their town on his voyage 
down the Ohio river, with its stream at a fine naviga- 
ble stage, in consequence of a copious rain which had 
filled its banks on the day of his arrival at that local- 
ly-, and, making probably some short pause as he 
passed, to exchange ssilutations with the people of the 
Muskingum establishment, and again a brief stoppage 
at Limestone, Ky., in one month from Pittsburgh he 
reached, for the first time, his field of operations in 
the Miami countr3% The exact date of coming to this 
goal of the journey is stated by Judge Symmes him- 
self in a letter to his associate Dayton, written from 
Limestone, Ky., October 12th, 1788, in which he 
says : ** On the 22d ult. I landed iit Miami and ex- 
plored the countrj' as high as the upper side of the 
5th range of townships." 

The attempt to which he here refers to acquaint 
himself wth the topography and general aspect of the 
expanse of fields, woods and waters, towards the sev- 
erance of which from the national ownership he had 
progressed thus far in his plans, was, necessarily, but 
a cursor}- performance, and it terminated less satisfac- 
torily than he had anticipated in consequence of die 
refractory behavior of a body of men from Kentucky, 
who had encouraged him to the adventure by the 
promise of their escort to its completion. 

His purpose was, starting from the front on the 
Ohio river where he had landed, opposite tiie Licking, 
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and going about on that line through tlie central por- 
tions well back towards what it was supposed would 
be the rear of the grant, then to get over to the Great 
Miami and take its meanders to the moutii, some of 
the assemblage proceeding tliitherward also, at the 
same time, bv the courses of the Ohio. The route 
pursued by him brought him to a point on the Great 
Miami about fortv miles inland. He there fell in with 
a camp of Indians, so few as to be entirely in his 
powcr,an(l the Kentucky people were bent on making 
short work with them. Hut, as he would not consent to 
this, n<»r allow of any injury being done to the Indians, 
the Kentuckians were oHcnded and grew disorderly, 
and the lialf or more of tliem forthwith deserted him 
and went oiY homeward. The rest also showing a 
determination to follow the example of the first when 
he had nin not more than seven miles down the 
stream, he then felt himself under a necessitv of 
seeking his starting-place on the Ohio in the speediest 
mo<le practicable, witii designs but partially siccom- 
plishcd. In about four days after the setting-out, he 
met again, at the same point from which he had started, 
those of the party who had there separated from him 
for the adventure down the Ohio. After concluding 
this exploration he was deterred from the immediate 
prosecution of the work of placing settlers upon the 
lands, by the disappointment of his expectations of aid 
from Government in the way of troops for his 
protection. 
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I-ETTEKS FROM DArrON. 



The treaty with divers Indian tribes which had 
been for a considerable time in progress at Fort Har- 
mar on the Muskingum, and which, it was supposed, 
would result in some guaranty of safety to immigrants, 
was still dragging its slow length along without any 
apparent approach to a satisfactory conclusion ; and, 
he being as yet entirely without the support he had ex- 
pected from Government, was apprehensive, as well 
of peril to life as of additional embarrassments to the 
treat}* itself, from conflicts which might be incuired 
widi the Indians by any precipitate action just then in 
commencing settiements. He had besides brought 
along a considenible store of property, of moveable 
and perishable kinds, and was constrained to the ex- 
ercise of some caution, lest its evanescent proclixHltics 
should be too speedily furnished witii facilities for their 
manifestation. 

Feeling not inclined, therefore, to attempt any 
permanent lodgment upon the lands imtil he could do 
so with a greater promise of security, and general 
appearance of suitableness of circumstances, he re- 
turned to Limestone and made Uiat, for the next few 
months, his foiut tTappui for the carrying on of his 
plans, sending down, as opportunities were oflered, 
detachments of surveyors and others to prepare his 
way« 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Judge Symmcs advised of adverse iction nr .1,* r* 
Commissioners of the Treasurv^f?f! k- i - Government and 
Details of Procccdiims on n./^ . ? f ^'' ^J?''*"^. ^""^ '^<^ ^V<^»'- 
Congress. ^n^hySyf^^Z tents Son^c^R^^'^'^t^T^^c^' ^"'^ ^" 
reply to the Co^LLc^So^^'Xlw!^^^^^^ - 

In November, during the stay he made at Lime- 
stone, after returning from the exploring tour, Jud<-e 
Symmcs received letters from his associate, Dayton 
advising him of the difliculties which had been encoun^ 
tered, subsequently to liis departure from New Jersey 
m holding tile Commissioners of the Treasuiy Board 
to an admission of any bargain whatever with him, 
and tiie terms on whicli their ii«sent had at length 
heen obtained to the formal execution of an agreement. 
On the 1 2th of September, 1788, Dayton, writing 
from New York, savs : 

"Since my last to you, your whole contract and 
project for the purcliase and settlement of Western 
lands, luw been on the iwint of being annihilated. On 
the i8th of August a motion was made in Congrew 
by Mr. Williamson in the words following, viz : 

" ^f'^ofvcd: That the several acts of Congress of 
October 2, 22 and 23, 1787, whereby the Board of 
Treasury are authorized to contract wjJ:^ x^^^cisS^ss^ 
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or companies for the sale of Western territorj% be and 

the same are hereby repealed, provided that nothing 

contained in this act be understood to invalidate any 

contracts which the Board may have already made. 

S^ierred to 

** Mr. Wadswortu, ^ 
** Mr. Willlxmson, 
•* Mr. Tucker, 
** Mr. Irvine, 
•' Mr. Hamilton, 

** This Committee called ujion the Board of 
'reasur}- for their information how far they had pro- 
in the execution of the several acts of the 2d, 
2d and 23d of October, and for their opinion roLntive 
the repeal of those acts. The following is an ex- 
t of so much of the answer of the Commissioners 
relates to you, viz : 

** * With respect to the resolve of Congress of the 
d which relates to Mr. Symmes' grant, the Board beg 
eave to lay before the Committee copies of sundry 
orrespondence which has passed betwixt that gentle- 
^nan and the Board on that subject. After a con* 
'Terence mth him (a minute of which is endorsed on 
INIr. Symmes' letter of the 14th of July last) the 
Soard expected that he would have closed the contract 
agreeably to the conditions proposed to him in their 
letter of the i6th of June hist, so as to entitle him to 
a right of occupancy. But contrar}*' to our expectation, 
Mr. Symmes, after depositing with the Treasurer up- 
wards of $72,000, left town without concluding any 
, and we since learn, has gone to the West- 
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em countr}'. The certificates deposited are, we pre- 
sume, a sufficient security to tlie public for any injury 
which may at present be sustained by any occupancy 
of any part of the land in question, should the same 
be attempted ; but we submit it to the consideration 
of the Committee whedier means ought not fordiwith 
to be adopted to prevent such an event till Mr. 
Symmes has derived a riglit of occupancy on the 
terms prescribed by Congress.' 

**And in tiie concluding part they say : 
** * How far it may be advisable to continue the 
operation of the foregoing resolves on tlie principles 
on which they stand, the Committee, from the above 
statement, will be best able to determine. Certain 
it is, that, except in the case of the Ohio Companv, no 
regular payment has been made nor any agreement 
executed.' 

'* I called upon the committee, \\-ith Mr. Marsh 
and Mr. Boudinot, just as they were meeting to draft 
their rcix)it, which would have been (if ai)proved in 
Congress, which I veiy much apprehended), fatal to 
your purchase. I stated to them that it was not your 
intention to settle but upon the limits prescribed by 
the Board for 1,000,000 — that instead of barely de- 
positing $72,000, as the Board in their report had 
loosely expressed it, you had regularly paid in certifi- 
cates and military rights to the whole amount of the 
first payment for that quantity, and that the it^rir.-* 
of both parties with resoerfr ^-^ ' 
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bounding your piirchase, had been the rciisoii of your 
dcclininj^ to agree to any precise limits before that ne- 
cessarj- information could Iw obtained. We acquainted 
ihem in short, that we considered and held the United 
States firmly bound by tlic contract, and, thattlieir re- 
ceipt of tlie first payment on account of it was aufli- 
cicnt evidence. TJie committee, after consulting with 
llie Board, infomiecl lis that own if the first payment 
liad been made for a million, your prop<ised contract 
was for two — that although in the course of making 
your pa^Tncnts jou liad withdrawn your proposals fur 
two, and given in others for one million, yet the 
Board, disliking the boundaries prescribed fiir the 
smaller quantity had not closed with them, but had 
proposetl in tlieir turn what they thought a'asonabJc 
J limits which you liad not signified j'our acceptance of 
— that, therefore, in strict or legal constniction they 
/ considered Congress as-ubsulvcd from every cngagc- 
-» ment with you, but they would ncvenheless agree if 
V we would come forward and subscribe to the limits 
offered by tlic Board in their letter to jou of tlie i6th 
of June, to waive tlieir report to Congress and stay 
further proceeding until we had concluded it. 

" Thus circumst;mced, a choice was hardly left us, 
and we agreed to close with and subscribe to their 
proposals as soon as the writings could be prepared. 
Since tliat time the Board has sUirted another objec- 
tion, which I believe, neither you nor wc had appre- 
hended or foreseen. Tlicy 6.-iy that a latu letter of the 
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Geographer to them, states, that there are but about 
three millions of acres in the Xew England purchase, 
if so, that the sum dejusited by you is but half the 
amount of the first payment'for a million Although I 
refen-ed them to the map antl pointed out the New 
England tract thereon as delineated and painted by 
Ilutchins himself, and proved to them by measurement 
Ihat it was si.\ times a.s large as the million bounding 
upon it, which was reser\-ed for the army, they, notwith- 
standing, refuse to execute the writings until the sense 
of Congres.s shall l>e had. I know not ^vhat ^vill be 
the e\ent of the business, but I trust the objection is 
too ill-founded and unreasonable to meet with the 
approbation of that body. Before the departure of 
the next Pittsburgh [wst, 1 tni,>;t, it will be decided, 
when you sliall hoar from me again. Your letter 
of agency arrived at a Uicky insUmt to enable us to 
prcwnt measures being taken to declare that no con- 
tract existed with you on the part of the Union, which 
would have been followed by orders to the Gover- 
nor to prohibit any settlement upon any other than 
the New England lands. It was by no means my 
wish to have my name inserted in )our letter of 
agency, but, since it is there, I shall endeavor to con- 
duct the business entmsted, to the best jwssible advan- 
tage of yourself and tlie others concerned. We have 
already, in the commencement of its prosecution, met 
witli numerous ombarnissmcnts. ^\''e hope tliey \vill 
not continue; if they should, we will take the best 
measures to face and overcome them. 
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*• This morning Mr. IVLirsh came over, agreeably 
to my appointment to execute and subscribe to the con- 
tract we had drawn up. The Board receded from the 
objection as to quantity mentioned, but raised a new 
diflliculty as to our power of attorney, which, they 
said, was ver\' im]x;rfect and insufficient. It recites in 
it^ beginning that a contract had been entered into 
between vou and the Board, and refers to that written 
a;m^ement which the Board savs never had existence. 
Thev sav it is tnie Con«;ress authorized them to con- 
tract with vou for two millions on certain terms, but that 
you never came forward and contracted. They say, 
also, that you proposed to purcliase instead thereof, 
but one million, with certain boundaries to which thev 
disagreed ; that tliey, in tlieir turn, otVered to sell you 
a million with other boundaries, which vou, bv letter, 
'. declined. From all this, they infer that there is not only 
f i no written (as you express), but not even a verbal 
\ contract between you, and also that there never has 
been either. They add, that all the powers you have 
vested us with, refer to and are founded upon this sup- 
posed contract which, you suggest, actually exists 
between you and them, and which they know notliing 
about and consequently cannot acknowledge. They 
have even gone to die expense of employing and 
consulting counsel on the occasion, by whom our ])ow- 
er is declared to be altogetlier defective. 

•• They offered to contract wiUi us for the land in 
our own names and right, which we have refused ; 
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and they have, at length, consented to accept our 
signatures as agents for you upon our agreeing to an- 
nex a proviso that we will procure from you a more 
ample and suflicient power of attorney, or, failing to 
do f/ial^ that we will, individually and in our proper 
characters, consider and acknowledge ourselves bound 
to perform the conditions and stipulations. It will 
be neccssarv, or, at least, desirable, that vou make 
out this power immediately, acknowledge it before 
one of the other two judges of the Western territor}', 
and forward it by the first opportunity." 

Under date of New York, October 22, 1788, 
Davlon, wriliii;' ai'ain to Svmmes, savs : 

''After long ciltercation and many dilliculdes and 
disputes with the Board of Treasuiy, altogether unfore- 
seen and unexpected by us, we have at length mutu- 
ally entered into and executed an instalment of writing 
closing with and binding the contract for your pur- 
chase on the Miami. This did not finally take place 
until the 15th instant." 

In reply to these letters Judge Svmmes, writing 
to Mr. Diiyton from Limestone, November 25, 17S8, 
savs : 

*' I have had the honor of receiving your favor of 
the 1 2th of September, which emban'assed me much 
for a few days ; but yours of the 2 2d ultimo followed 
so soon after, that my apprehensions of misfortune 
raised bv the former were dispersed in a great measure 
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by the latter. It is not yet a week since I received the 
first, and had not prepared an answer thereto when 
thatoftlie 22d of October appeared and seems to ren- 
der any remarks on the extraordinan* part acted by 
the Honorable, the Treasur}* Board, imavailing and 
unnecessans not to add that, though I wished to dwell 
e\'er so long on that disagreeable subject, I have not 
the time, not having h«id the le«ist intimation of this 
opportunity till Captain Boatty called on me this 
e\'ening on his way up the Ohio, intending for New 
York. I shall, tliercfore, pass the whole in silence 
till I come to that panigraph where you intimate that 
a more full power of attorney is necessary. This I 
shall certainly do as soon as I meet again with one of 
the judges you mendon, before whom I shall acknowl- 
edge it. I thank you for tlie copy of the one I sent 
yofn by General Ogden, and beg leave to observe that 
I have the highest contidence in your friendship and 
integrity to ser\x me, and I am sure it will be with 
abiliu*. Whatever you do, together with Mr. Marshy 
I should confirm and radfy had I any choice left, but 
in your negodadons with the Treasury Board it seems 
that I have none*" 
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CHAPTER V. 

Further occurrences at Limestone — A party of Surveyors sent forward 
to the Purchase, Stites accompanying them to his location — Kcarscy 
arrives with a small body of Troops — A band of Adventurers come 
from farther up the Ohio on their way to the vicinity of the Great 
Miami — The party designing to occupy the tract opjYosite the 
Licking start for their destination — Judge Symmes isftuesan address 
to the Indians and sets out for the intended headciuarters at the 
mouth of the Great Miami — He lands at North Bend and forms an 
Kncampment^-Blackl>eard, a Shawnee Chief, visits him and is 
favorably impressed — Account of an interview lietwecn Symmes and 
Blackbcard — Kearsey abandons the Settlement— Condition as to 
support from Government and the bearing of the Indians. 

On the 25th of November, the date of his hist 
above cited letter, Judge Symmes dispatchc^l to the 
Purcliase two sur\'cyors with diirty men, who, in the 
performance of tlieir undertaking, were to divide into 
two pardes, the one to traverse the Little Miami, tlie 
other the Great Miami to a distance of si.xtv miles on 
a direct line from the Ohio river. With these, Stites 
ventured down to wliere his flag was to fly, at the 
mouth of the Little Miami, and there immediate! v on 
die low grounds erected two or three block-houses, 
conferring uix)n the place about the same Ume, the 
name of Columbia. There seems to have been an 
apprehension Uiat the task of sur\'eying which had 
just been taken in hand was one traught with danger 
and of doubtful issue. The letter last above specified, 
after mendon that all engaged had that day started 
upon their business, has this in reference to th*^ ^^^:a»^ 
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pects : ** WTiethcr they .will succeed is uncertain ; 
the t%vo jiuncyors are both celebrated partisans, and 
have been lonjf used to sur\-eying in jKrilous places." 
About the 1 2th of December this advance of emi- 
gration received s«>me little stimulus and encourage- 
ment from the arrival at Limestone of a troop of forty- 
five soldiers, under Captain Kearsey, detached from 
Harmar's force at Marietta — the first apparent inti- 
mation jjiven since operations on this line had been 
commenced, of any disposition on the part of the 
Government to foster interests looking Miamiward. 
A sergeant and eighteen soldiers were, at the instance 
of Judge Symmes, at once sent forward to render 
such assistance as thev mi^'ht to Stites and the sur- 
vevors. Towards the close of this month a band of 
settlers, with a fiiir supply of stores, came to Lime- 
stone from farther up the river, intending to ensconce 
tliemselves at the old fortification, then standing near 
tlie lower extremity of the peninsular formation which 
separates the Ohio from the Great Miami, for the first 
few miles above the jiuiction, by a narrow strip of 
temi-fimia, subject in fresheU to a still further exten- 
sive contraction of its borders. These, loo, were fur- 
nished with an escort of soldiers to the number of a 
dozen, and speeded on their way. They had, how- 
ever, hardly succeeded by great eflbrls in getting as 
far down as Stites' Station and landing there, when 
the floating ice, with which the river was then almoht 
gorged, came upon their boats with such damaging 
effect as to put an end to that project. 
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On the 24th of this same month, the party whose 
movements were directed to the tract opposite the 
Licking, and who had indeed planned for, and essjiyed 
a beginning of their work of setUement, several 
months sooner, from a difierent i>oint of departure, 
but had been foiled in that attempt, by an unexpected 
incident, to be referred to hereafter, started also from 
Limestone, anew, for their destination, which, after a 
struggle of several days with the fioating ice, they 
were fortunate enough to gain without any mishap 
to be chronicled. 

The reluctance which Judge Symmes had felt to 
making any attempt to take permanent possession of 
his intended station, with his followers and stores, be- 
fore receiving either a notilication of a propitious con- 
clusion of the treatv at Fort Ilarmar or the iiid of an 
adequate guard of troops against the chances of any 
hostilities, was still fiir from being overcome. And in 
his perplexity, seeing probably nothing better to be 
done, he issued, in the early part of the month of 
Januarj' succeeding the last alx)ve narrated occur- 
rences, a proclam:ition to the Indians, phrased in the 
most conciliatorv wav he could devise, assurinij ihein 
of his peaceful intentions, inviting them to friendly 
intercourse, and intimating, that he might l>e ex|K^cted 
to be found supplied for trafiic with them in divers 
specified commodities much in request among his red 
brethren, mention not being omitted of a certain one 
well known to be held by them in the \Qty highest 
esteem. 
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This manifesto, it is very likely, was to some ex- 
tent productive of the desired effect. Moreover, two 
separate parties of colonists had now apparently made 
a successful be^^nning at their respective locations, 
and there was no immediate prospect of any further 
arrival of troops — the probability being indeed, that 
the few already come would soon be compelled to 
seek other quarters for want of the slightest provision 
for their sustenance with him. Repoits, too, were 
soon being brought to him of expressions of friendli- 
ness toward him on the part of the Indians and of their 
anxiet}' to see him, indicating sipparently an oppor- 
tunity of placing matters on a favorable footing with 
them, which was not to be suffered to piiss unim- 
proved. Percei\'ing, therefore, nothing to be gained 
by his longer stay at Limestone, he resolved to take 
the chances of going forward with such force as he 
had; and, accordingly, after securing from this vi- 
cinity what small additional supplies he could, for 
prospective needs, he, on the 29th of this same month 
of Januarj", with the members of his family and 
escorted by the remaining jwrtion of Kearscy's com- 
pany of troops, set out finsilly for his proix)sed site for 
the capital city, at the confluence of the Greait Miami 
with tlie Ohio — making the passage like the other 
parties who had preceded him, in the kind of craft 
then chiefly in vogue as a means of transportadon 
upon the Ohio river. lie debarked, however, on 
the second day of Februaiy, at North Bend, about 
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SIX miles above the intended place, having been ad- 
monished on his way down by the circumstance of 
finding Stites' premises almost entirely submerged by 
the rise which had then occurred in die Ohio river, 
not to proceed, as he had puq^oscd, to the projection 
of low land at the moudi of the Great Miami. 

The shore at North Bend showing a crest above 
the water, had undeniably an appearance of great 
suitableness for die immediate exigency, and in com- 
parison with some neighboring points, seemed also to 
commend itself no less in respect of availablencss as 
a place of permanent abode for any beings not am- 
phibious, in view of die possibility hitherto not much 
thought of by strangers to its ways, of a proclivity of 
the Ohio river to such freaks as that in which it was 
then indulging, of getting high. lie had widi him 
now, Kearsey's whole command, made full as they 
came down by the addition of the two detachments 
which had been previously sent forward and were 
quartering with Stites. As soon as he had debarked, 
he formed there an encampment, erecdng a kind 
of shelter then usually adopted in diis region for such 
purposes, consisting of two forked saplings set in the 
ground for uprights, with a cross jwle resdng in 
die forks of diese as a support for boards leaning from 
the ground to form the sides — one end of die struc- 
ture being closed up, and the odier left open for an 
entrance and fire-place. In diat, he remained for 
about six weeks before being able to provide himself 
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with anvtliin'C more like a house. And there, a few 
days after the debarkation he signalized the com- 
mencement ol* his occupancy by acts of a diplomatic 
nature, in giving audience to a chief of the nation of 
the Shawanese Indians, called Captain BLickbeard . 
with his rednue, who had in all probability felt moveil, 
promptly to come forward and treat in reference to 
some of the matters mentioned in the proclamation. 
An inter\'iew on one occasion between this mag- 
nate of tlie woods and Judge Symmes, is, by the latter 
thus reported : 

** The Chief (the others sitting around him) wished 

to be informed how far I was supported by tlie llnited 

States, and whether the thirteen fires had sent nu? 

hitlier. I answered them in the aflirniative, and 

spread before them the thirteen stri|H\s which I had in 

a flag then in my camp. I iH)inted to the troops in tlieir 

imiform, then on parade, and informed the Chief that 

those were tlie warriors which the thirteen fnvs kept 

in constant pay to avenge their tjuarrels. and that 

though tlic United Stiites were desirous of peace, yet 

the}' were able to chasUse any aggressor who should 

dare to ofTend them, and to demonstrate this I showed 

Iiim the seal of my commission, on which the Ameri- 

^:an arms arc impressed, observing, that while the 

«agle had a branch of a tree as an emblem of peace 

in one daw, she had strong and siiarp arrows in the 

other, which denoted her power to punish her enemies. 

*The Chief, who obserx-ed the device on the seal with 



great attention, replied by the interpreter diat he could 
not perceive any intimation of peace from the atti- 
tude the eagle was in, having her wings spread as in 
flight, when folding of the wings denoted rest and 
peace ; that he could not understand how the branch 
of a tree could be considered a pacific emblem, for 
rods designed for correction were always taken from 
the boughs of trees ; that to him the eagle appeared, 
from her bearing a large whip in one claw, and such a 
number of arrows in the other, and in full career of 
flight, to be wholly bent on war and mischief. I need 
not repeat here my arguments to convince him of his 
mistake, but I at length succeeded, and he appeared 
entirely satisfied of the friendliness of CongcUs (for ^io 
they pronounce Congress) to the red people." 

After a stay of about a month near Judge Symmes, 
in the course of which there had been frequent oppor- 
timities for conferences and interchange of sentiments, 
and the quality of die whisky, too, had been duly 
tested, the chieftain of die dark chin adornment at 
length took leave with expressions of gratification at 
the reception he had met and assurances of his dis- 
tinguished consideration and continued good will for 
his new acquaintances. About the same time also, 
Captain Kearsey very imceremoniously departed for 
Louisville \\ith all but five of his company of troops, 
leaving the iidventurers in their new situation to sus- 
tain themselves i\& best they might, without him, 
and not having during the time he remained tak^^ 
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a «ngle ^ t<«varcl« the crccUon of any kind 
a wiij,« ^ ^ . ^ iVx- thorn The condition, 

^S^. of Uuon of e,^^^ o „e^^ 
Tuib omcor in i.»Hf.cn.»n of ..« — jfj- 

^„g ;». h. «- a. ^ not wUta, «.»« pa«.a- 
tion of hi» conduct. 

Kean«V. unlootcl-for <lcc»nipn.cn<, Major Wjll).. 
^::n..ndan. a. U»,i.H"«. «- P-*;« 

ll eighteen «.l<««n.. »"«> <"••»«• »""" '""""'*"'• "> 
^^ ,nd .««..«, to uvoho c,r«..ivo n,c,. .« 

hc~) .d«»:ln~ntofuvocon.panK-,ol»olAcn.from 

ncrc j, a "«"• ^ r • _ ■n^.i.fhtv arrived and 

Fort Harmar, under Major Doughty , am 

began the erection of Fort Washington. 
"Thad so happened, that toward the l^tcr pan^ 
Mav of U»i» year. Judge Symmes rcv.cw.ng the s.tu 
il'l wriUng back to N- Je-v -Id w.th pro- 
X,r «.y that the people of the Purchase had on the 
r^e .o far c«:aped well-a straggler had mdced 
W pILi off occ^ionally here and there but no 
^ forays had been made upon them. 1 he ^v 
^^ „p to that time .ho«-n themselves uncxpect- 
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cdly peaceable. Conscqucndy, the only untoward 
effect yet visible of the neglect of the CSrovemment in 
leaving everything here to its chances, was such as 
resulted immediately from tlie appearance of inse- 
curity, whereby many proposing to immigrate hither 
were kept away, and many who had already come 
were impelled to leave, thus materially retarding pro- 
gress. Whether though even this degree and mea- 
sure of immunity was, or was not, to any extent attrib- 
utable to the sinceritj' of the Indians in the pacilic or 
friendly demeanor witii which they met Judge Symmes 
at his entrance into the countrv*, tlie apprehension was 
well grounded that so far as it depended solely on 
their disposition, no calculations could be safely based 
on its continuance, and the spring of 17S9 had not 
entirely gone by before suflicienlly plain indications 
began to be given that the various Indian tribes were 
in spirit for any work of antagonism to this approach 
of colonists from the United States. But the villages 
and headquarters of the Indians being remote, in the 
interior and northern portions of tlie territory, and it 
being a diilicult matter for them to cany out any pro- 
tracted warlike expedition with an effecdvc force at so 
great a distance from their sole base of supplies, and 
backing and encouragement to such undertakings 
hitherward aimed — the British stations along the lake 
shore — ^the defenseless lirst settlers of this part of Ohio 
were thus, and thus onl\', saved from a\^<i-v^s£t^^^5^cc«^^i^^^*^ 
massacre \v\\\\\xv %v^ xevcsTcC&v^ Sx^'ccv"^'^*^>2^sNSi. 
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Only a glance now over scenes presented at about 
that juncture and soon afterward seems needed to sug- 
gest some reflection as to how much might possibly 
have been gained by the exercise of a little fostering 
care and foresight on the part of the Government in 
allowing to this project of setllcmcnt at its inception 
here, the aid of a body of troops which would have 
aflbrded a promise of security to tlie i^osidon in any 
probable contingency. The case was liopeful enough 
otherwise, and but for tlie discouragement caused by 
the neglect of the Government so shown to the enter- 
prise at the start, such a foothold might have been at 
once obtained, and such progress made within the first 
year, as would have had tlie effect to prevent the disas- 
trous campaigns of Ilarmar and St. Chiir, as well as the 
necessit}' for the subsequent successful one of Wayne. 
For this was decidedly the most advanced and ex- 
posed position then on the frontier, and it was the evi- 
dent almost totally defenceless condition in which the 
first immigrants found themselves placed, which, more 
than anything else so quickly incited the assaults and 
hostile demonstrations of the savages and their British 
backers from the lake region on the one part, while re- 
tarding the current of immigration on the other, and 
had Judge Symmes but been accompanied hither, or 
promptly furnished on his arrival, with the moderate 
supporting force from Government which he had 
asked and been led to expect at the outset of his un- 
dertakinif, all that cloud of warfare and trouble which 
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SO darkened this whole sky for six years after the 
commencement of the settiements, would possibly 
have been averted, saying nothing of what in the out- 
come there might have been of better for the fortunes * 
of Symmes and the many other welWescrving parties 
who had interests mainly dependent on his timely 
success. ^ 
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to comply Willi iu i..rn 1 „;.rT*^'" f*^*" '»''"'■« for many vcari 

Symmes— Reference »<. r.nr-1^!:.. ■^- , '"* Government w th 
in regarJ to hUgri^yH^c^r '" '"* '**' *"'«"'' '«««■»«« 

The ♦. instmmcnt of writing " spoken of in Dayton's 
heretofore cited letter to Symmes of October 22, 1788 
as closing and binding the contract with the TrcasurJ 
Board, IS the one entered on the Records of Hamilton 
County, March 17, ,821, dated October 15, 178S 
showing a contract for r,ooo,ooo acres, in which the 
Commissioners still adhered to the stipulation for an 
eastern boundan' line of the Purchase dividing tlie tract 
Ween the txvo Miamis and running northwardly 
from the Ohio river in a direction parallel with the 
general course of the Great Miami from a point t^venty 
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miles eastwardly from the mouth thereof by the 
courses of the Ohio, or about the present foot of 
Broadway in Cincinnati. As tlic ncyoliation pro- 
ceeded the Conimissioncnt seem to have become 
apprehensive that to allow tht grant to extend entirely 
across from one Miami to the other, iind so give the 
naviyaUon of both streams clear to tlic moutlis, 
would prove to be altogether loo magnilicicnt a con- 
Cewaon of water pri\ilcgea. Whether tliey thought 
Symmcs' navy might 6<>on bo found attJiininjj to 
rather too preponderating dimensions for the good of 
: tJie nation, or whatever else may have been tlic idea 
influencing them, at all events the whimsical and 
absurd conditions which the) imi>osed as to bound- 
arie». there was no avoiding, to long as their autlioritj- 
over the matter conliniied. Cut after the new Govern- 
ment went into operation and the alTairs of the old 
Treasury Board had been transferred to the hands of 
Hamihon, he was found more tractable ; .and so at 
length, the various difficulties arising out of the un- 
Teasonablo stipulation referred to, of the contriict widi 
the Commissioners were obviated. 

An act of Congri-ss w.-is passed in April, 1793, 
altering tlie boundaries of the purch;ise so as to con- 
form to the proposal made by ^tr. Symmes in his 
'«terto the Board of Treasury of nth of June, 1788; 
«nc3 in September, 1794. a patent Wiis granted, for as 
'^xjch land ;i3 was paid for at that time, amounting, 
"*<Ju«ive of reserv-ationa to 311,682 acres, uking in 
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all the desired front on the Ohio river, and extending 
back to the northern boundary of the third range of 
townsliips, a line crossing the district about one or 
two miltjli north of tlic pa-scnt town of Lebanon. 
Tlie contract of October 15111, 1788, thus remained 
open and unsaCisHcd as to the residue of the million of 
acres bargained for. in the rear of ^vhat w:is embraced' 
in the patent — the patentees, at .ill events, then enter- 
taining no other Idea than that they were to have a 
conveyance of this residue on payment of the stipu- 
lated price within a reasonable period ; and up to as 
late, at least, as tlie year 1797, diere was certainly no 
decide<l opjiosition in Congress to the claim of the 
patentees. Xor would it be easy to show why tliere 
should have been any sucli op|>i>sition. For if there 
had been any delinquency, or I'ailure to act up to the 
agreement, it ^vas on tlie side of the Government 
ratlicr than of tlic other parties. The contract was 
for a million of acres, inclusive of the Govenmicnl'a 
reservations, with a restriction as to right of cntrj- and 
occupancy to 123. 197 acres — llie jwrtion to which 
the right of entry and occupancy pertained, and 
wliich also was subject to tlie resenations, being to 
K' boimded south on the Ohio ri\-er and extend back 
far enough to embrace the required nimiber of acres 
in a form as nearlj' square as might be. 

Tlie considcnuion agreed uiwn was 66 cents an 
acre for all the land actually received, payable in eight 
installments; the tirst, for ^^2,198, being already ad- 
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vanccd ; the second, for a like sum, to be p«iicl within 
a month after the Government should have furnished 
the purchasers a map or plat of survey showing the 
exterior lines of the entire tract to be conveyed, and 
the remaiinder to be divided into six equal semi-annual 
instalments, the lirst thereof falling due in six months 
after the furnishing of the aforesaid plat by the Gov- 
ernment, and as fast as payments were made, deeds 
xvere to be given for proportional parts of the tract. 
J3ut as these purchasers depended on their own sales 
^r tlie means of making their payments, and found 
^emselves, from various causes, much disappointed 
sn their calculations as to the facilities for selling, they 
meem to have needed and to have had considerable of 
^m inter\'al of lime to provide for the deferred instal- 
:vnents — the required plat also being meanwhile left 
5n abeyance, as well by reason of the unpreparedness 
^^)f the Government for die work of furnishing it, as 
J3)robably to some extent, too, in consequence of the 
dissatisfaction with the lx)imdaries which had been in- 
sisted on by the Commissioners of the Treasury, and 
the expectation that an alteration of the contract in 
that particular might, in compliance with the solicita- 
tions of the purchasers be allowed, so as to bound the 
grant by the Litde Miami on the esisteni side, accord- 
ing to the original proposal of Symmes. It was, in- 
deed, before long discovered that it would be impossi- 
ble to lay off between the two Miami rivers any such 
tract as that defined by tlie Commissioners ; as the 
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eastern line would cross some parts of the Litde 
Miami and cut into the Virginia Military Rcser\'ation. 
So that idea had to be abandoned. The desired 
change of boundary, as already mentioned, was at 
length obtained, through act of Congress, in the year 
1792, but neither then was the plat furnished by the 
Government, as agreed for before the second payment 
could be demanded ; the necessary sur\'eys being, no 
doubt, rendered impracticable at that time by the war 
with the Indians, and it was found eventuallv that no 
million of acres could be laid olV between the desig- 
nated streams — that a tract of that size, so narrowed, 
would extend northwardly far beyond the most 
northern source of the smaller stream, and, owing 
to the juxtaposition of the Virginia Reservation, 
probably into the territory set apart to the Indians, or 
else across the upper portion of the larger of the 
streams. 

The Government was therefore in a quandary as 
to how its obligations were to be met, with regard 
either to the quantity of land to be conveyed, or to 
die running of die exterior lines of die tract and die 
furnishing of the plat ; and the issuing of the patent 
in the year 1 794, seems to have been a sort of com- 
promise in reference to the second payment, being for 
the number of acres, exclusive of reservations, pro- 
portionate to the first two payments, at the price fixed 
upon, while the plat requisite as a condition precedent 
to the second payment, was still not forthcomin^^^ orud 
8 
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the arrangement diflfercd in some other resj^ects from 
what had been previously contemplated. The nego- 
tiation then seems to have rested for future adjustment 
upon some equitable basis without any further decisive 
• step being taken until, in the year 1796, a committee 
was appointed by Congress to inquire and report 
i whether anv act had been done or omitted on the 
! part of Symmes or his associates to invalidate the 
original contract, and whether it would be proper for 
Congress to take any measures relating to it ; and, as 
late as the year 1803, Congress had before them for 
consideration the report of a committee of their body, 
together wirii a petition of Symmes for some adjust- 
ment of his claims, in which report it was admitted 
there had been nothing done or left undone on the 
part of tlie petitioner or his associates to invalidate 
the contract. In December, of the year 1 796, Jiow- 
e\*er, he went to Philadelphia to aid personally in the 
endeavor to influence favorablv anv Con<ifrcssional 
action that might then be taken in the matter ; and 
from that mission he appears to have returned with 
some feeling of confidence in the success of his efibrts, 
as mav be inferred from the followin^if double-headed 
manifesto, which seems to have been circulated 
through tliese precincts, and to have gained a kind of 
popular appellation of, ** Symmes* gnicious adver- 
tisement, and Smith's holy publication/' 

"TO THE PUBLIC. 

** It being a matter no longer doubtful that Congress 
will establish their contract with the subscriber in 
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NOTICE TO PURCHASERS. 

the fullest extent for the 1,000,000 acres of Miami 
lands, it is hoped that all who wish to become early 
purchasers will no longer suOer themselves to be 
amused with idle reports against the contract, but 
purchase immediately from some persons who have a 
right to sell ; and those gendemen who have already 
contracted fur Miami lands are desired to make pay- 
ment as soon as iwssible to Capt. Wm. II. Harrison, 
at Fort Washington, as the Secretary of War has 
agreed to receive $20,000 at Fort Washington from 
the subscriber, if the money be paid immediately for 

the use of the army. 

''John Clevks bvMMEs. 

'•January, 20, 1797. 

4» X. IJ.— The subscriber begs leave to inform the 
public that he is authorized by the Hon. John Cleves 
Symmes to sell a large quandty of land in the fourth, 
fifth, sixth and tenth ranges of townships in the Miami 
Purchase, which, in point of soil, situation, timber 
and water, is reckoned equal to any in the Western 
country. Those who purchase before the iirst day of 
April shall not only have the land at a reduced price, 
but the title warranted and the liberty of making the 
eariiest locations of small or large tracts, as may be 
most convenient. Persons applying to the subscriber 
at Columbia, near the mouth of the LilUe Miami, shall 
be furnished with a sur\'eyor to show the land. 

•*JoiiN SMmi. 

••January 26, 1797-" 

That same publication was also soaxj. •^Cv.^^Vs^^^^-^^ 
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to the notice of Congress b}^ Mr. Gallatin, apparentiy 
with the \ie\v of urging some prompt action then in 
favor of the patentees. But the indiflcrence pr jiver- 
sion, with which it must have by this time become 
oT>ser\able the Government stood aflected to any 
further claims ujKm it in the matter, had probably 
excited a mistrust of Symmcs' ability to obtain a 
title to the residue of the lands that was an eflectual 
cdieck then uixin responses to calls for purchasers. 
^And in the coui>$e of the continued delays and pro- 
crrastinations, from causes which had been to a great 
jrcc, no doubt, unavoidable in the cariying out of 
transaction, Congress being at lengUi led in some 
raj- to a determination to take the opportunity that 
ippeared to have been so aflbrded to set up the patent 
f 1 794, *« a ^"H IHjrformance of tiie Government's 
obligations under the contract, the patentees were tiius 
cprived of all further chances from tliat source, and 
udgc Symmes in particular was consequently in- 
.'olvcd in troubles from which he could never entirely 
icate himself. 

And here may not be amiss some reference to tiie 
e Township embarrassment, a matter by which 
ic became subjected to no small amount of obloquy 
the complaint being, that he sold or disposed of for 
own emolument, a to\\7iship of land conVeyed to 
liim by the Government in trust, for die endowment of 
^ ccdiege— though from a retrospect now it seems not 
to discover why he should have been held es- 
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pecially censurable for the jumble things got into in 
that behalf. The appropriation or reser\'ation for the 
support of an academy or college, as brought to 
notice in tlie prospectus or pamphlet entitled ** Terms 
of Sale and Settlement of Miami Lands," published 
at Trenton, November 26, 1787, was of one complete 
township to be laid oft' as nearly opposite to die mouth 
of die Licking river as an entire township might be 
found eligible in point of soil and situation. And such 
a tract Uie necessary steps seem to have been duly 
taken to reserve from sale and devote to the pre- 
scribed use so far as die circumstances of the case 
allowed at die outeet. But, in the first place, it may 
be obser\'ed, die purchasers of die Miami grant really 
never had a contract admitting of such an appropriation 
for educational purposes under the ordinance authoriz- 
ing die earliest sales of the public lands, which restrict- 
ed the privilege to grants of not loss than two millions 
of acres, whereas diis one, diough supposed as at first 
oudined to be of at least the required magnitude, 
proved to be hardly more than one-fourtli so large. 
And when, by the contract of October X5di, 1788, die 
limitation as to quantity of exactly one million of acres 
was fixed upon in this transaction, with an eastern 
boundarj' line starting from die Ohio river twenty 
miles above the Great Miami, or opposite the Lick- 
ing, thence running nearly north and so cutting through 
divers townships which might have been available 
for the reservation according to die first arrangement, 
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liole matter of a provision for a college seems to 

passed from the minds of all concerned, nothing 

rer being said about it in the contract, and sales 

accordingly made indiscriminately through the 

grant, there being no reason why they should 

^ Tdc so made. But when the acts of Con<jress of the 

1792 were psissed, establishing tlie Little Miami 

^lie eastern boundjin- of the purchase, and author- 

the execution of the patent, the educational a]v 

I>riation again gained attention, and the patent 

c^d in the year 1794, contained an allowance of 

township for the exclusive support of an academy 

^^^^ oilier institutions of learning — this being as- 

^^^^^tod to by all parties, on the suppositi<m, doubtless, 

^•^t there would Ixi a sufliciency of hinds granted 

'"^^^^Ti the Government to enable llie grantees to meet 

^^^^ requirement. But it was presently ascertained 



within what the patent covered, which was found 

^ ^^c Ht least one range of townships less than wliat 

*^^cl at first been expected by that conveyance, there 

^*5X« no entire township unbroken by sales, unless that 

^*^ Creen could be so considered, and the ofler of that 
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^'* the patentee was rejected as well by Congress i\s 
^y Governor St. Clair and the territorial and Stiite 

'S^datures, for the reasons, as alleged b}' the Gover- 
that the land wsis of poor quality, comparatively 
^^"iicless, and that it was moreover incumbered by the 
^^5m of Boudinot for an undivided half. With re- 

S'^^ to these objections, it may be remarked that of all 
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the to>vnsh5p8 which might ever have answered to the 
prescription, it is questionable if any one could be 
desi.mated in which a greater aggregate valuation of 
land" is fairly showable now than in Green ; and that 
though the claim of IJoudinot was, contrary- to the 
expectation of the patentee, finally sustained, yet even 
with that drawback, this tract might have been found 
a slightly better endowment for a college than the one 
which was at length appropriated by Congress to that 
puriv>se. And at all events it would be somethmg 
pu/./.lin.' to show what else better than the offer made 
for the arrangement of thq dinkully was practicable 
under the circumstances. If Congress had been 
willing to carry <>nt the agreement Jairly for the 
million of acres, or for any considerable portion 
beyond the small fraction actually conveyed, for so 
much, at any rate, as would have been acquired under 
the first contract or proi^sals, the tract embraced m 
what was called Ludlow's SurN'cy, which was all that 
was asked, and which might have been granted on 
liberal terms, without any detriment to the common 
weal, the patentee would no doubt have been enabled 
at length in some way to satisfy the college claim, or 
exaction rather it should be termed, for it was foistcnl 
in at entirely too late a date to admit of its presen- 
tauon as a just claim at all-if, however, he had bc^iii 
allowed that much of a chance, he might, probably, 
wiUiout difliculty, have responded to the demand,^ 
well as have avoided the accow^^sc^'^^'^ ^^>Ssr^ 
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xnents. But, there being at an early period after the 
commencement of the tranaaction, such a turn of 
afTairs as rendered it impracticable for either of the 
liigh contracting parties to come up to the full meas-' 
of the performance with anything like the prompt- 
less or precision expected at the execution of the 
^Kx>nd, a state of things then ensued which afforded 
opportunity finally taken by the more potent of 
two to draw the cords on the weaker one and cut 
um ofT from all further benefit of the contract after 
issuing of the patent for less than a third of the 
for which he had bargained, and that hampered 
ivith the college township rider, subjecting him to con- 
^^■ditions utterly inconsistent with the contract. 

Let any one look over that document as spread on 
pages of the Hamilton County Records, and note 
prominence given in it to the stipulation on the part 
>f the Government for the furnishing of a plat and 
vey of the whole grant, and how nearly all which 
Ix-mmes undertook and promised to do was made 
'^x>ndngent upon the Government's compliance with 
"^hat stipulation, and it must be seen that in the total 
failure of the Government to meet its obligations as to 
that particular, there was ample ground for far greater 
concessions than Symmes was ever allowed, or th<in 
he e\'er asked, in the way of easier condidons for 
himself in the carrying out of the undertaking. Under 
a fair view of the circumstances, it am hardly be 
thought going too far now to say that in all this matter 
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he was the most wronged man by tlie United States 
Government that has ever had any dealings with it. 
At no stage of his project was there justice done him 
by the national authorit)', by some of whose repre- 
sentatives he felt compelled at times to think himself 
regarded as the leader of a hostile incursion into the 
countrj' from foreign parts, rather than as one who had 
laudably tasked himself with labors tending to develop 
the resources of the nation and extend its domain, and 
in Congress the merits of his case were never well 
enough understood to prevent its being left exposed 
there to the consummation which was at last efTected 
through the machinations, it was said, of certain of 
his neighbors (probably not Samaritans) who envied 
him his ch<inces. This, it is likely, was one of the 
grievances to which he alludes with so much feeling 
in his last will and testament. Throughout the affair, 
from quarters whence far diflerent things should have 
been anticipated, he had to encounter in no stinted 
measure the opposition of the malevolent. And as 
at length a time approached when some fruition ought 
rightly to have been expected for himself of the 
results of his exertions on this field, it seems to have 
been his lot to be furnished in his own experience with 
better op[>ortunities for the contemplation of human 
nature in some of its more malignant manifestations 
of itself, among his own race, than he ever had 
among the Indians. The representadons which 
reached the latter of his character and purposes when. 
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tie first came into their vicinity, together with the 
^r treatment they always received at his hands, 
sufficed in some degree to propitiate them, and they 
never would molest him individually, it was said, 
tinmgh they did not lack opportunities for so doing. 
Re got off, too, witliout a scratch from the bears and 
wohres that he sometimes fell among. But in the 



of his humanized, civilized, christianized neigh- 
J, were instances of those to whom he had been 
►a-sonally a benefactor — some to whom his enterprise 
^i toils had opened a road from penur}'* to ease and 
Ivjcnce, from whom he met with returns which, 
i^m contemplating his own soon-expected exit from 
^^ublunary scenes, he could only characterize wth 
L^cnsity of bitterness, as '^ the blackest, blackest 
*itude." 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Cursory View of the Various Selections First Made of Town Sites in 
the Purchase, in the Order of the Occupancy — Mouth of the Little 
Miami — Opposite the Licking — North^Bond-rSoutk.Bemir— Ham- 
ilton — Dayton. — 
^' 

The permanent occupancy of the district of coun- 
try embraced in the New Jersey Association's plan of 
op>erations, it seems well enough audienticatcd, was 
commenced, 41s herein before narrated, by three sepa- 
rate bodies of settlers, at as many different places, 
viz : adjacent to the mouth of the Little Miami River, 
opposite that of the Licking, and at Nortli Bend, near 
tliat of the Great Miami, in the order as stated, and 
at all of them within the period between the . 25th of 
November, 1788, when Stitos took his departure from 
Limestone, in company with the corps of sun'eyors, 
and the 2d of Februarj', 1789, when Judge Symmes 
landed with his party at North Bend. But of the 
exact days of entry upon the ground <it the tirst two 
locations, tliere appears to be no certain record. Only 

m 

one, however, of these several movements was des- 
tined to be followed by results likely to engage much 
of the attention of historians. Tlie establishment at 
the first-named station, or an extension of it back 
upon the higher grounds, continued to exist as a small 
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^e under its ori^nal name of Columbia, with 
5ng particularly noteworthy to mark its fortunes, 
it was merged in the outgrowth from tlie second 
t, the present city of Cincinnati — ^the process of 
rption having been consummated in December, 
— the ordinance of annexation going into effect 
le i6tli of that month. 

.especting what was a leading feature in the 
me o( Symmes and his coadjutors, the founding 
ciU' at the junction of the Great Miami with the 
River, which they expected would become the 
i" one, at least of the region embraced in their 
ase, it may be observed that of course no 
red investigation was needful after coming upon 
ground, to ascertain the unsuitableness for tlie 
in view of the exact spot at first designated. 
after due consideration it was concluded that no 
^ more nearly in accordance with the original de- 
could be chosen than at North liend, where 
jc Symmes landed and formed his encampment 
Fcbruar}', 1789, where also something of a vil- 
had immediately spnmg up. There, accordingly, 
^c latter part oC the year 1 789, their city was laid 
at the summit of tlie bend, in the form of a regu- 
uare, with the streets intersecting at right angles, 
running to die four cardinal points of the com- 
1, but the limits were not such as to include the 
width of the neck of land over to the Miami, 
the east and north a strip of ground forty poles 
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wide was laid off for a common, extending around 
from river to river, and beyond this was apian of out- 
lots, var}^ing in size from ten, to thirty and sixty acres 
each — the plat as delineated on paper, making, it may 
be supposed, quite a display to the view. 

It is to be obserx'cd that in his ** Terms of Sale 
and Setdement," published at Trenton, Judge Symmes 
reserved to himself the privilege of locating, and 
paying for in his own right, the entire township lowest 
down towards the juncdon of the Ohio and Great 
Miami rivers, as also the several fractional townships 
west and south between that entire one and the rivers. 
This tract, comprehending Green, Delhi and Miami, 
formed what he usually designated as the Reserved 
Township, and it was immediately sold out by him in 
shares, or proprietoi-ships, twenty-four in number, the 
holders of the shares then assuming the control and 
disposal of the premises joindy with him for their 
common benefit. The site of the proposed city at 
Nordi Bend, was, of course, included under that 
arrangement, and these proprietors endeavored with 
some persistency to sustain the pretensions of their 
establishment there, but in a ver\' few yeai's whatever 
remained of it had ceased from all claims to any kind 
of municipal standing, and except as. to what consid- 
eration it may have gained as a suburb of Cincinnati, 
the locality has since been noted chiefly as the former 
home and subsequent resdng place of the remains of 
General W. IL Harrison, ninth President of die 
United States, and son-in-law of ]ud^ S,^xss9s&k3^- 
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Of the suitableness of the tract of country contig- 
uous to North Bend for the site of a considerable city, 
and what might have been the results of the attempt 
that was made so to appropriate :t, if the circumstan- 
ces of the time had all been propitious, tlicre is, of 
course, a margin for differences of opinion. The 
locality could doubtless be sho\\ii to be not without its 
recommendations in that respect, no slight embarrass- 
ment of the effort toward a practical determination of 
the matter at the period in question, would seem 
indeed to have been in the supenibundance of attrac- 
tions presented, and the rivalry between the Great 
Miami and the Ohio under the particular circumstan- 
ces of the case, for precedence of estimation. The 
£fround just at the junction being unavailable, it was 
found necessary also to go as far away at least as the 
bend of the Ohio, or twelve miles up tlie Great Miami 
by Its courses. And though at that distance from 
their confluence the rivers arc still in such friendlv 
proximity that the facilities possessed now-a-days for 
o\'ercoming distimces on city thoroughfares might 
render tri\ial any barrier there presented against such 
an extension of lines in the construction of a plat as 
would connect and combine all the advantages to be 
obtained on both sides of the isthmus, yet the like of 
that idea was not in die conceptions of the actors there 
of a generation or two ago. They thought there must 
needs be a perpetual limitation to one side or the 
other. And as the setder then, at the standpoint of 
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the narrow ridge which separates the rivers at North 
Bend, alternated them in his visions, how his affec- 
tions were divided between the two peerless streams, 
and what happiness there might have been with 

• 

cither, if the other charmer had only been away, 
may be seen by the extract here given from a letter 
of Judge Symmes to one of his associates, dated at 
North Bend, May 18, 1789, in which the comparative 
merits of these water courses in tlieir bearing upon 
the writer's plans, are set forth as follows: " I have 
not as yet been able to make a decisive choice of a 
plat for the city, though I have found two pieces of 
ground, both eligible, but not upon the present plan 
of a regular square. On both, a town must, if built, 
be thrown into an oblong of six blocks or squares by 
four. One of these plats lies east of this about three 
miles, on the Ohio, a little above Muddy Creek : the 
otiier lies north about tlie same distance, on the bank 
of the Great Miami, in a large bend of the river, 
which you will obserx-e on the map, about twelve 
miles up the Miami from its mouth. It is a question 
of no little moment and diflicultv to determine which 
of these spots is preferable, in point of local situation. 
I know that at first thought most men will decide in 
favor of that on tiie Ohio ; from the supposition tiiat 
the Ohio will command more trade and business than 
the Miami. I will readily grant that more trade will 
be passing up and down the Ohio, and many more 
boats constantiy plying on a river which is eleven 
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hundred miles in length. But somq objections arise 
to this spot notwithstanding. You must know, sir, 
that a UMnber of towns are building on the banks of 
the Ohio, from Pittsburgli to Louisville, and even 
iuither do>\ii tlie river ; every^ one of these will be 
aiming at some importance. Wlicn a boat is freighted 
^t an^'' of the upper towns on the Ohio, unless the 
xxierchants in our city will give the Orleans price, or 
It, for their produce or cargo, the merchants of 
upper towns will not fail to proceed down the 
ret to the highest market. And as merchants will 
strewed all along the Ohio, they will have the same 
d\*antage of navigation in all respects with ours. 
ut a more importimt objection lies to this spot on the 
JO, from its distance from the Great Miami. The 
xtent of countT}' spreading for many miles on both 
ides of the Great Miami is, beyond all dispute, equal, 
believe superior, in point of soil, water, and timber, 
any tract of equal contents to be found in the 
TJnited States. From this Eg}-pt on Miami, in a very 
few \'ear8, will be poured down its stream to the Ohio, 
the products of the country from two hundred miles 
abo\'c the mouth of the Great Miami, which may be 
principally collected at a trading town low down on 
the. banks of that river; here no rival city or town 
can divide the trade of the river. 

Tlie body of the Miami settlers will have their com- 
munications up and down the Great Miami, both for 
in i p or to and exports. They can not work their com 
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and flour boats eight or nine miles up the Ohio from 
the mouth of the Great Miami, should the city be 
built above Muddy Creek. But were it built on the 
Miami, the settlers throughout the Purchase would 
find it \Qvy convenient. At North Bend a sufficient 
number of merchants may, and no doubt will, settle, 
so as to command all the share of trade on the Ohio. 
Half an hour*s gallop of three miles brings you to 
the city plat on the Miami. One mile's portage is all 
the space that lies between the Miami and North Bend, 
and I have already marked out a road across, which 
is not only tolerable, but exceedingly good if you 
make allowance for the hills which it winds through ; 
then two miles by water up the Miami brings heavy 
articles from the Ohio to the city. The farmers, to 
come only down the Great Miami to the city plat on 
that river, and return with their boats freighted, will 
save them each trip several days, which they must 
lose if they have to double the point and climb the 
Ohio to Muddy Creek." 

Another of the earliest selections of town sites was 
adjacent to the most southerly point of what is now 
Delhi township, where Anderson's fcrrj' forms a route 
of communication with the mouth of a stream on the 
Kentucky side. To that the name of Sou/A Bend was 
given, because of the Ohio river sweeping farther to 
the south there than else>vhere on the border of the 
Purchase — North Bend obtaining its appelladon from 
being farther to the north than any other northwardly 

lO 
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extending deflection of the Ohio between the Musk- 
ingum and the Mississippi. South Bend had also the 
merit of being the central posidon— at the same dis- 
tance on the Ohio from each of the two smaller water 
lines which formed the eastern and western boundaries 
of the entire domain, and the village which was 
started there soon showed such signs of progress as 
to be considered for a time, a compedtor in the race 
for supremac}'. 

The militarj' post called Fort Hamilton, established 
in September, 1791, on the Great Miami, at the dis- 
tance o{ twenty-five miles from Fort Washington, by 
General St. Clair, when on his march against the 
Indians, though designed by him only to answer the 
requirements of his campaign, soon developed itself 
into what has since become the present flourishing 
county-seat of Butler county, the fort giving place and 
name to the town in December, 1794. 

In the search for town sites the mouth of the Mad 
river had, of course, immediate attention. Some 
steps were taken towards establishing a body of 
setders tliere almost as soon as at any other point in 
the Purchase. But the troubles which so quickly en- 
sued widi the Indians, delayed this project until the 
padfication in 1795, when it was again pushed forward 
wiUi such dispatch that in a letter written from this 
vicinity in January, 1796, in-lots in the new town of 
Dayton are reported as selling in die Cincinnati 
market at ten dollars per lot- That was the consum- 
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mation eficcted under the auspices of Arthur St. 
Clair, Jonathan Dayton, James Wilkinson and Israel v 
Ludlow, who, though recciNing a formal release 
from Symmes, were compelled to make good their 
tide to the premises by further conveyance from 
the Government after it had been determined in Con- 
gress to annul his contract with the Commissioners of 
theTrcasur}^ for all the land therein embraced beyond 
what was described in the patent to him in die year 

1794- 

As early, however, Jis the month of June, 1789, 

an entirely different company from the above named, 
composed of Benjamin Stites, John Stites Gano and 
William Goforlh, had bargained witi\ Symmes for the 
whole of the 7th range of townships, which includes 
Uie tract about the mouUi of Mad River, and had 
matured in all its details, and made some pro- 
gress in carrying into execution a plan for a town 
upon the site of Dayton, which was to strive for 
greatness under tiie name of Venice. It was to be 
laid off' one mile square, or as nearly so as was com- 
patible witii a division into blocks or squares, each 
containing eight half-acre lots, of eight by ten rods. 
Two streets, each six rods wide, wore to intersect one 
another at right angles in the center of tiie plat, 
thence extending one-half mile each way to the out- 
side boundaries. The other streets were to be each 
four rods, and the alleys one rod wide. In each of 
die four quarters thus divided off' by tiie two main 
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.Streets running through the center, were reserved 
-spaces for a market-house and public square. Each 
^niblic square was to be of four acres, located as 
Clearly central as possible, in the quarter to which it 
jxnrtained, and to be improved with trees and walks, 
T>utne%-cr, under any circumstances, with any kind 
^>f buildings. Tlie market-house lots' were to be 
^aken from the fronts of squares, and to be sepa- 
^nated from the rest of the ground from which they 
"xvere taken bv streets two ro<ls wide; the houses 
^^emseU'cs were to be each two rods wide, and to be 
^K> erected and constructed as not to infringe in any 
"^vajs nor obstruct the prospect, upon any of the 
^rtrccts. One whole block or square of the eight half- 
^icre lots was to be given to the First Baptist Church 
formed and organized in said town, on the princi- 
fpics of die New York and Philadelphia Associations, 
ight other hdf-acre lots are reserx-ed for religious 
pious uses, one of which is to be given to ** each 
^enominadon of pious and well and rcligiously-dis- 
people who worship the God of Israel, and 
rho shall have formed and organized their respective 
societies or churches in said town within two vears 
rafter the founding and actual setding thereof." Three 
lialf-acre lots were to be given for ** a capitol, a court- 
house, and a gaol.** Certain adjacent tracts of con- 
^derable extent were to be divided into five-acre out- 
lots* Liberal inducements in the way of donations 
^ grooiid were to be offered to actual setUers, and 
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the regular prices to purchasers were to be, during 
the first year, four dollars for an in-lot, and five 
pounds for an out-lot. The plan contemplated, also, 
a slight change in the name of the tributary stream 
there debouching into die Great Miami, which was to 
be called the Tiber instead of the Mad River. The 
written agreement, embodying all the essential par- 
ticulars of the scheme, is dated the 13th day of June, 
1789, '*at the block-houses near Columbia, com- 
manded by the above-named Benjamin Stites," where 
the signers had met; and recites as one of their 
resolutions, that two of their number were to proceed 
immediately to the execution of certain specified pre- 
liminaries, among which, was the marking of a road 
from Columbia to the City of Venice. These parties 
were all good, solid men, but their scheme fell 
through, probably not only in consequence of Indian 
hosdlities, but also by reason of some of the same 
additional impediments and disappointments to which 
Judge Symmes was subjected in endeavoring to carry 
out his own arrangements with tlie Government. 
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been a very easy transition. Tlicre is, o( course, no 
excepting, jeither on pliilologiail grounds or on the 
score of .dignit}-, to any verbal institution that has the 
Greek in it ; and the descriptive term furnished by Fil- 
son for the designation in common parlance of the 
future competitor for metropolitan rank, so long as 
retained, was doubtlciw found sufficient for its purposes. 
It was allowed to be retained, however, only until 
something o\-er a year after the first christening, when, 
the inventor himself having meanwhile made a sudden 
and unexpected exit from this sublunary scone, and 
there happening to be no otlier person then at hand 
capable of enforcing the merits of his contrivance, 
the fiat of Governor St. Clair, in contempt of scholar- 
ship, changed the name of tlie original osantian town 
to that in which the osamphian city at present rejoices. 

Among those by whom this comer of the world 
\s^ opened to civilization, there 5ipi>oars to have been 
no small sprinkling of such as were so filled with 
dasdcal learning that it fairly oozed out of all their 
pores. Otlier examples of thait sort of drippings are 
seen in the case of the county which they called 
GaUia, tlie Latin api>ellation for France, and the 
coun^' seat there, bearing the name o( Gallipolis, 
from the composition whereof, people sufllciently 
learned, can of course readily make out tlie interpre- 
tation of Frenchman s Town. 

But though Filson's comprehensive sj-mpathies 
oould embrace many kindreds and tongues, he seem^ 
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to have had litde afl^nity with Indian ; and the last 
trace of his subsequent history and fate appears in the 
account of his connection with the exploring expe- 
dition which Judge Symmes sot on foot immediately 
upon his first coming to the purchase. On landing at 
this point in September, 1 788, Symmes found Patter- 
son and Filson, with the company of Kentuckians 
from Lexington above referred to, upon the ground, 
prepared for the initiation here of their project, and 
awaiting his and Denman's arrival, after having 
finished the marking of the line of the road from 
Lexington hither ; Filson being said also to have been 
engaged for a day or two in running the lines of 
streets here. This same company of Kentuckians, 
including Patterson and Filson, formed the escort 
who encouraged Symmes to the exploration which he 
desired to make of the interior of the countrj', by 
their promise to see him safely through ; and upon the 
defection and desertion, heretofore related, of the 
majority of these Kentuckians when the exploring 
party was at the most remote i>ortion of its route, tlie 
indications thought by Filson to have been discovered 
of the possible proximity of a rather numerous repre- 
sentation of the red skinned habitues of that inner 
region, began to raise in him apprehensions that before 
the expedition was terminated, he might find himself 
subjected to the attentions of a class of his fellow- 
beings the prospect of any interview with whom, on 
their native heath, under the alteria^cxt^ocsaK^sficissNSiss^^^ 
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'^e situatioa, filled him witli a powerful yearning for 
'^e pleasant places of his last sojourn. That it would 
xiow be entirely in accordance with the fitness of 
things for him to avail himself of the first favorable 
opportunity to take his departure for those more 
congenial surroundings was therefore a conclusion 
promptly reached. Nor was it long before consider- 
ations of that nature came upon him with tlie force 
^f the imperative appeal, 

*' Stand not upon the order of your |^oin|;, 
But go at once—-" 

So setdng out precipitately and alone, with the 

determination to allow of not the least delay in 

placing himself en rafport again with the more ad- 

^xranced ci\*iliaKition of the Ohio shore, he encountered 

his way a solitar}** red-skin. Here the discordance 

the two natures of Filson and Indian was speedily 

^nade manifest. A brief attempt, instisted upon on 

'Uie part of the savage, to mingle their incongruous 

'dements, resulted in the immediate sublimation of the 

^^Bcholar to another sphere of existence. The shining 

^Xrictim^s mortal part was laid low by the hand of his 

Xinlettered foe, %>'ithin tliree hours from the time of 

•^eparadng from the rest of Judge Symmes* company. 

*The locally of the occurrence was probably not far 

from the northern boundarj'-line of Hamilton County, 

«xid north-€»ast comer of Colerain Township. And 

now, as imaginadon brings up the spectacler-this 

** maris ei ierrm uumcroque carcntis arena men^ 
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soretn,'' so ruthlessly bereft of life and sepulture by 
the wild shores of the Great Miami— it would seem 
as if the skillful manipulator of the rfuipings of fancy 
might have found the occ;ision available for poindng 
a moral, in an effusion like that which the Venusian 
bard contrives to have uttered over the unburied 
corpse of the Tarentinc philosopher — 

" ncc quidquam tibi prodest 

Aerias tcntaiisc demos, animoquc rotundum 
Percurisse polum, morituro !" 

Thus, to matters opposite the mouth of the Lick- 
ing, the hand of a single Indian ^jJive a stainrerinir 
blow. But the project, wliich hero in the death of 
Filson sustained a check, was one which was not des- 
tined to prove abortive. It had now been brought to 
such a state of forwardness that die incident just nar- 
rated, did but briefly retard its further prosecution. 
The other parties to the undertaking were still at their 
post ; die loss of Filson, however, seemed to have 
such a disturbing effect as to necessitate an entire 
withdrawal from the ground for the time, and so Den- 
man and Patterson, with what following they had, 
went up wiUi Symmes on his return to Limestone. 
Tliere another man, Israel Ludlow, was soon engaged 
to supply, as best he miglit, die place of Filson in the 
emergency ; the thwarted plan was then measurably 
readjusted, and within the next three months was wit- 
nessed die auspicious birth of die settlement which 
was forevermore to keep waitch and vv^'t^. ^-^^^s. ^ssi. 
that ^KiXVjxvcv^d^ \.^ ^vi ^^'ot^^-siy^ ^^^csrj^^^^^^sx^. 
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i a letter to his associates, dated North Bend, 
i8th, 1789, Judge Symmcs gives ihe following 
•lint of the arrival and entry upon their location of 
^mall band of adventurei's who came as the sue- 
!*lul beginners of the imposing civic development 
here exhibited. 
* On the 24th of December last, Colonel Patterson, 
xington, who is concerned with Mr. Denman in 
^^ction at the mouth of the Licking river, sailed 
Limestone in company with Mr. Tuttle, Captain 
T}', Mr. Ludlow, and about twelve others, in 
^r to form a station and lay out a town opposite 
c.ing. Tliey sufTcred much from the inclemency 
e weather and floating ice, which filled the Ohio 
shore to shore. Perseverance, however, triumph- 
er difliculty, they landed safe on a most delight- 
^ ^'^igh bank of the Ohio, where they founded the 
"^^ of Losantiville, which populates considerably." 
-^Sarly in the succeeding month of January, the 
^^ng of the lines of the streets and lots having 
completed, a drawing and distribution of the 
ion lots took place, and the settlement could be 
as fairly started on its way. It is, of course, 
^o be supposed that with the completing of these 
^tory steps the interests of the project ceased to 
^Tectcd by tlie consequences of the above nar- 
untoward e.\hibition of Indian ferocity. Still 
^^^ geiual influences which were expected to flow 
^^•^ the peculiar natural advantages of the position. 
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SO deftly intimated in the original name of the town, 
were not backward in an efiicient manifestation of 
themselves, and the young forest plant, with i\» much 
promptness as could have been expected under the 
circumstances, gave promise of a most vigorous 
growth. In a letter to his dissociates, dated at Cin- 
cinnati, November 4th, 1790, towards the close of 
the second yeju* after the founding. Judge Symmes 
makes the following report of progress : 

** The advantage is prodigious which this town is 
gaining over North Bend ; upwards of forty framed 
and hewed-log two-story houses have been, and are 
building since last spring. One builder sets an ex- 
ample for another, and the place already sissumes the 
appeanmce of a town of some respectability. The 
inhabitants have doubled here within nine months 
past." 

In another letter from the same, dated North 
Bend, January 9th, 1790, the occasion of the change 
of name which the village overlooking the Licking 
confluence underwent about that time, is thus stated : 

** Governor St. Clair arrived at Losanliville on the 
2d instant, lie could be prevailed on to stay with us 
but three nights, lie has organized this purchase into 
a county. His excellency complimented me with the 
honor of namin<; the countv. I called it Hamilton 
Conut\\ after the Secretary of the Treasury. General 
riarmar has named the new gamson Fort Washing'^ 
ion. Tlie Grovemor has made Losantiville tlie county 
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town by the name of Cincinnala^ so that LosantiviHe 
vrill become extinct/' 

Among those inclined to seek out the reason of 
things there might be some difTcrencc of views shown 
in assigning a cause for the remarkably vigorous 
vitali^ noticed in the first of tlic two immediately pre- 
ceding extracts so soon manifested by this competitor 
in the lists for civic standing. One writer has been 
disposed to attribute it altogether to the presence, at 
the very nick of time, of an agency similar to that 
by which a famous war and political overturning were 
brought about in a remote antiquity, and to which the 
old satirist alludes in his verse, as no new thing under 
the sun even then : 

''Xaiii fait ante Hclenam cunnuA tctcmma belli 
Causa: " 

It was, of course, intended also in the verse to 
convey the idea tliat a recurrence of the like was 
never to be looked upon as anytliing surprising. In 
the case here to be considered, however, the oper- 
ation, it will be obserx'ed, must have been pacific and 
constructive, rather than warlike and deslniclivc. 
There is probably no good reason though why the 
working should not be either way upon occasion. 
But to the case in hand. In Burnet's ** Notes on the 
Northwestern Territory," it is related that Ensign 
Luce, who, at the request of Judge Symmes, was 
sent from Louisville to North Bend widi the detach- 
ment of dghtecn soldiers, for the performance of the 
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service which Kearsey had so unceremoniously 
shirked, of affording protection to the Miami settlers, 
came without any orders as to the precise spot in the 
purchase at which he should permanently quarter 
himself; and that in the exercise of the discretion 
which he considered had been allowed him in that 
respect, he immediately displayed a most unac- 
countable and obstinate predilection for the station 
opposite the mouth of the Licking, and in despite 
of the remonstrances and entreaties of the Judge, left 
the Bend within a few days after his first appearance 
there, and betook himself, with his command, to the 
place of his choice, where he forthwith commenced 
the construction of a permanent military work, greatly 
to the chagrin and detriment of the dwellers at the 
Bend, who had planted themselves there in the belief 
that they would there be sure of the constant presence 
of a body of soldiers for their defense. The narrative 
thus proceeds : ** About that time there was a rumor 
prevailing in the sctdemcnt, said to have been 
endorsed by the Judge himself, which goes far to 
unravel the mystery in which the removal of the 
troops from the Bend was involved. It was said, and 
believed, that while the officer in command was look- 
ing out very leisurely for a suitable site on which to 
build the blockhouse, he formed an acquaintance with 
a beautiful black-eyed female, who called forth his 
most assiduous and tender attentions. She was the 
wife of one of the setUers at tlie Bend. Her 
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hiisband saw the danger to which he would be 
exposed if he remained where he was. He therefore 
resolved at once to remove to Cincinnati, and very 
prompdy executed his resolution. As soon as the 
gallant commandant discovered that the object of his 
admiration had changed her residence, he began to 
think that the Bend was not an advantageous situation 
for a militai^'' work, and communicated that opinion 
to Judge S3'mmes, who strenuously opposed it. His 
reasoning, however, was not as persuasive as the 
sparkling eyes of tlic fair Dulcinea now at Cincinnati. 
The result was a determination to visit that place and 
examine its advantages for a militan' post, which he 
communicated to the Judge, with an assurance that if, 
on examination it did not prove to be the most eligible, 
he would return and erect the fort at tlie Bend. The 
\*isit was quickly made, and resulted in a conviction 
that the Bend could not be compared with Cincinnati 
as a militan' position. The troops were accordingly 
removed to that place, and the building of a block- 
house commenced. Whether this structure was on 
the ground on which Fort Washington wjis erected by 
Major Doughty, can not now be decided. That 
movement, produced by a cause whimsical, and 
apparendy trivial in itself, was attended with results of 
incalculable importance. It setded the question 
whether North Bend or Cincinnati was to be the 
great commercial town of tiie Miami countr}*. Thus 
we fee what unexpected results are sometimes pro- 
duced by circumstances apparently trivial. 
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The incomparable beauty of a Spartan dame pro- 
duced a ten years' war, which terminated in the 
destruction of Troy, and the irresistible charms of 
another female transferred die commercial emporium 
of Ohio from the place where it had been commenced 
to the place where it now is. If this captivating 
American Helen had continued at the Bend, the gar- 
rison would have been erected there — population, 
capital and business would have centered tiiere, and 
there would have been the Qiieen City of die West." 

Now, there might be no particular objection to 
diat story if it would bear scnitiny upon the question 
of its conformableness to die facts of the case. But 
Judge Symmes' letters* show plainly that within one 
week after his arrival, instead of tergiversating, as 
above related. Ensign Luce, with his few men, built 
a block-house at North Bend, as good a one as could 
have been expected under the circumstances, and 
continued to occupy it, conducting himself in a per- 
fectiy satisfactor}^ manner for at least the next four 
months, or until Uic end of the ensuing July. The 
backset which affairs at North Bend received at the 
close of tiie spring of 1 789, referred to further by tiie 
writer of the foregoing account, as one of tiie conse- 
quences of die abandoning of that post by Luce with his 
command, was altogether in consequence of a panic 
resulting from an attack by a troop of Indians on 



•See that published ia Cut's ** Cincianati in 1841," as well as those hereto 
•ppeadccU 
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a party of settlers whom that ofTicer was escorting 
with a squad of his men in a boat from the Bend to a 
point sc\-en miles farther up the river — the Indians 
firing from tlie shore upon the part}' in the boat, and 
killing one indi\idual and severely wounding a con- 
siderable number of tlie others. Tliis blow seemed to 
tell with cspedal severit}' upon the North Bend ix^ople, 
causing quite a stampede among them, which almost 
stripped the place of inhabitants for a time, but the 
disaster occurred while they had all the benefit they 
could derive from the presence there of the Ensign with 
his eighteen soldiers. It is also matter of histor\- that 
Fort Washington was completed and gairrisoncd by 
Major Doughty before the close of that same year, and 
was begun by him during that summer, and, there- 
fore, while Ensign Luce, as is shown by the letters of 
S^^mmes, must have been still at the Bend, proi>erly 
attending to his duties. Moreover, as regards this 
officer's means and ability to pursue an arbitrar}'' 
course in the afijiir referred to, even if he had had the 
inclinadon, it is to be obser\'cd that he is stated in the 
letters to have been perfectly empty-handed — without 
an axe to hew a log with, or a spade to dig a post-hole, 
except as Judge Symmcs furnished them ; and the 
latter would not have been verj- likely, under the cir- 
cumstances, to allow himself to be drawn upon for 
the means of carrj'ing out a measure which he was 
solicitous to pro'ent. So that previously to Doughty's 
oomiiig and entering upon his work there could have 



been no such doings on the part of Luce as are 
attributed to him in the above account by the author 
of the Notes — ^no removal of himself and troops from 
the Bend, no construction by him of any military 
work elsewhere as related, and that pair of spark- 
ling black eyes had about as much to do with the 
locating of Fort Washington and the train of events 
which followed, as had the glitter of that 

** lingering siar, with Ics-s'ning ray, 
Hiat loves to greet the early morn," 

or the charms of Highland Mary herself. Assuredly 
the village opposite the mouth of the Licking was 
helped along vcr)'' materially by its acquisition of the 
Fort as one of its institutions, and so being made the 
rallying point for the forces gathered during the next 
few years for the campaigns of Ilarmar, St. Clair, 
and Wayne. But that acquisition accrued just as did 
others, because every day's observation and experi- 
ence showed the superiority of this site over any other 
neighboring one — a matter well enough understood 
by those by whom the location was originally chosen, 
or by some of them, and it might be supposed, by no 
one else so soon and so well as by Filson, who had 
traversed and mapped off* the whole coast and adjacent 
region, and published a work Uiereon, long before any 
Jerseyman had dreamed of starting a town anywhere 
on these confines. 

Before the organization of the county in the year 
1790, there was, of coiurse^ ao o^^^?^5»^^n ^^=^ "^^^^^ 
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recording of any plat of a town within its limits. 
Nor afterwards docs there seem to have been the least 
disposition to attend to tliat essential measure until, 
in the month of December, 1800, the Territorial Leg- 
islature passed a law rendering the proceeclin<r im- 
perative. But in the axse of this one, as has been 
already- related, one of the three original proprietors 
was by that time long nince dead, and the two sur- 
\ivors were residents of distant parts of the country, 
and ha\ing besides disposed of all their interest in 
the premises, were no longer to l>c expected to con- 
cern themselves particularly in reference thereto. 
Moreover, the phit adopted by the three, in accord- 
ance witli which the town was laid olV, for some reason 
could not be produced. And, indeed, though un- 
doubtedly tlie same design wiis in the main adhered 
to, in the next that was made, there appears to be no 
e\idence that the document as prepared by die 
hands of Filson, ait I.KJxington, was ever seen after 
his demise ; there appears to be nothing to exclude 
the supposition that the Indian who got liis scalp may 
have carried off also, his plat of Losantiville. But 
the best thing pracdcable was, of course, now to be 
done, to meet the demands of the law in the matter. 
And accordingly, on tlie 29th day of April, 1802, 
tu-o separate drafts were offered, and admitted to 
record, both purporting to be accurate representadons 
of the required document. One of these was by 
Israel Ludlow, die other by Joel Williams. Ludlow, 
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as the holder now of one of the three proprietary 
rights, presented also with his draft a cerdficate from 
Denman, that, so far as he (Denman) had anything 
to say any longer as one of the three first owners, 
the said Ludlow was fully authorized to make a 
representation for record of the plat which they had 
adopted. Williams, on the other hand, certifies to 
his own competency, in accordance with the law, and 
to his authority as one, and as agent of the odier, 
of the two iissignees of the two surviving first propri- 
etors. These two productions, each thus purporting 
to be an acciu'ate showing of the genuine original, 
are in the main, alike, but difier in some parncuhirs — 
such as their delineations of portions of the boundary 
lines of the sections, and the names of most of die 
streets of the town, and with regard to the piece of 
ground comprised in the present public wharf, between 
Front street and the river and Main street and Broad- 
way, which on Ludlow's draft is left open sis now 
held, but on that of Williams is represented as laid 
out in building lots condnuously with die adjacent 
parts — ^tliis same piece of ground becoming afterwards 
die subject of l,awsuits between the city and Williams, 
and others claiming by virtue of grants from him. 
There seems to have been a subsequent survey, or 
pretense of one, which reduced the contents of the 
fractional secdon No. 17, some sixty acres below the 
amount shown by die original measurement, and Den- 
man in paying for the tract by laying warrants on the 
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sections, as hereinafter related, paid for only the 
smaller quantity in the fractional one, while Judge 
S^-mmes claimed, and it appears rightfully, for the 
larger. This the latter may have regarded as jusd- 
fying him in making tlie deed to Joel Williams in the 
year 1800, for the disputed wharf property lying in 
the fracdonal secdon, which he held had not been 
fully paid for. 

In the record of the plats here referred to, as might 
be expected, and nccess<irily, was adopted the name 
for the town wliich had been substituted for the 
original one by General St. Clnir when organizing the 
county in the year 1790, and by which the town had 
ever since then (more than twelve years) been called, 
and had now become widely known, but Williams, 
in his part of the record, certifies distincdy to the fact 
that the place had been formerly called Losantiviltc^ 
and there is an abundance of other convincing evi^ 
dcnce of the same fact, though some notable persons, 
claiming to be thoroughly informed ui^on the subject 
have persistendy denied that the place ever bore that 
name. 

The recorded agreement of August 25 , 1 788, may 
show plainly enough the rights of the three owners up 
to the time of Filson*s death. After that occurrence, 
the two survivors, in the years 1794 and 1795, assign 
their interests in the premises — Patterson to Freeman, 
and Denman to Williams — ^Patterson's assignment 
bring made upon the original agreement, as though 
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no other had ever been entered into or recognized by 
the parties, and Ludlow appearing to be regarded 
all along as standing in Filson's place and as having 
received a transfer of his interest ; but questions have 
been somedmes asked as to what suflicient evidence of 
any lawful transfer of Uiat interest was ever seen. 
Tlie respectable prices at which choice lots in the 
borough have since come to bo rated have naturally 
sometimes raised a feeling of curiosity in regard to the 
prime cost of the ground originally covered by the 
plat. About all who have written upon the early his- 
tory of Cincinnati are found saying something upon 
this topic, and it is likely are quite as near the precise 
tmth in their statements as those reliable chroniclers 
who have undertaken to specii\' on what terms Dido 
obtiiined the site of Carthage. In the before men- 
tioned agreement of Denman, Patterson and Filson, 
the first of the diree claims to be ** seized of the land 
by right of entry," and die two others stipulate to pay 
him twenty pounds Virginia currency for an undivided 
two-thirds of the premises upon production by him of 
** indisputable testimony *' of his having secured a 
title. The specilicd amount, it is stated, also was to 

be received bv Denman. •• as a full remittance for 

ft 

monies by him advanced in pay for said land.** Sup- 
posing, then, the sum named to have been two-thirds 
of what had been agreed upon for the entire consider- 
ation, this, widi $3.33 for the pound Virginia, could 
only have amounted to $100. The followin^^ item&^ 
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however, may help to an estimate of Denman's per- 
formances in the paying way in that connection. In 
a heretofore mentioned letter, dated North Bend, 
January 9, 1790, Judge Symmes, referring to certain 
calumnies which had been circulated against him by 
many persons who had been out to the Purchase and 
returned to New Jersey, and by Denman, among the 
rest, remarks: 

•• I shall not now say how true or false his allega- 
tions arc o( mv selling: to others the lands which he 
had located, but instead thereof I enclose to you the 
original locations, as he calls them, whicli, in plain 
speaking, are only applications.** 

"Mr. Denman had paid me to the amount of 
about fifteen hundred dollars in certificates, but even 
part of these he had again drawn out of my hands by 
orders on me in favor of otlicr people, and his section 
opposite Licking is to be paid for, out of these. By 
Mr. Denman's letters it docs not appear that he ever 
wished to take any steps toward making payment for 
the vast tracts which he had applied for — ^suppose it 
could have been reduced to certainty in what quarter 
of the purchase they lay — but no mortal knew, or yet 
knows, where more than one acre in twenty lay of 
what he had pointed out in his applications.'' 

*• Mr. Denman and Mr. Ludlow had located about 
two hundred and forty thousand acres. Mr. Denman 
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had paid for two or three sections at most, and his 
section and fraction at Losantiville, and some orders 
were to be taken out of these." 

Dayton, writing to Symmcs from Eliztibcthtown, 
N. J., March 20, 1790, says : ** It seems that Denman 
has never yet covered with any warrant the section on 
which they are building Losantiville. I hear that he 
has been buying from Halscy and others two or three 
of your warrants on cheaper terms than he can get 
them from you or me, intending to lay one of them on 
that section. As he, neither by this nor any other 
means, has aided our second payment in the least, I 
think you would do rightly to prevent his covering the 
Losantiville section with any warrant but what he 
shall now buy from you, or mc as your agent, and 
pay your price of ■6|3 or "716 for, in certificates to 
be applied toward the next p.ivment. You had better 
inform botn him and me bv letter of vour determin- 
ation in this matter, but not to mention from whom 
you gained your information." 

By the record of Judge Symmcs' Book of Entries 
it is shown that in May, 1790, there was presented on 
behalf of Denman one of Svmmes' wammts for 
location upon the section No. 18, and in April, 1791, 
a fraction«il warrant for tlic fractional section No. 17, 
which were all the ground embniced in the original 
plat of the town ; and the List named warrant being 
short about sixty acres of the contents of the secdon 
on which it was laid, left that qiiasxtite^ '^cJiwNSjssgas^'Nss^ 
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ording to the Book of Entries. These were not 
ori^nally issued to Denman, but obtained by 
by assignment, at depreciated rates, of course — 
was the fact, at least, with regard to that laid on 
entire section No. i8, and by precisely how severe 
'^ di-aft upon his exchequer the licavy operator did 
fi^^silly, if ever at all, get the grand payment com- 
plotod, the ** indisputable testimony " docs not suffice 
^^ sIk>w. It is usually asserted, in reference to this 
•^tject, that Denman bought the ground from Judge 
^^"'Yimes, at about such a time, and at such or such a 
, the prices alleged to have been paid having a 
Se of from about $50 to $500. But from what is 
^•^O've stated, Denman appears not to stand in the posi- 
of a purchaser from Symmes, so far as regards the 
section at all extents, and of about a third of the 
^'"^^^riional he seems never to have been a purchaser 
any one. And as to tlie actual amount of the 
consideration, it is likely that the smallest of the 
mentioned as such is a large enough figure for all 
Denman ever paid to any person or persons for 
premises in question. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Views of the founders as to comparative fitness of site borne out in 
subsequent history of Cincinnati — The aborigines cognisant and 
availing themselves of the advantages of the site as a i^oint on lines 
of intercommunication — Natural and necessary identity of interests 
of adjacent sections of the country north and south of the Ohio 
river here— Some asjKCts of the locality of Cincinnati from an 
xsthetic point of view ^Possible opinions from present indications 
of the character of the inhabitants and its tendencv — High char- 
acter of the earliest settlers illustrated by some individual examples 
and ])crsonal references — ^Judge Symmes' prophetic view of the 
future of the Miami settlement — Conclusion. 

Whatever the various matters originally thought 
essential to the account in determining questions of 
comparative fitness of situation, it must be admitted 
that the views which then led to the adoption of the 
particular location whereon has grown up the city of 
Cincinnati, have been amply sustained by the test of 
time and experience. It would certainly not be easy 
now to indicate any other sjwt in the neighboring 
terriior)^ at which the conditions requisite to the growth 
of a great city could have been secured to the same 
extent. And though there continued for years to be 
on the part of some an adherence to the belief that 
North Bend had incomparably the superiority in 
respect of what were termed geographical advantages, 
yet a reconsideration of the subject in the light of the 
present day would probably terminate in the disclosure 
of but litUe to sustain such an opinion. Nor hav- **- 
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vast changes in the methods of locomotion introduced 
with the lapse of time detracted in the least from a 
peculiarity of tliis station which quickly gained the 
attention of the earliest settlers of Kentucky, its emi<^ 
nent suitableness for a point of departure on lines of 
transit between tracts of country stretching far to the 
north and south — a feature which, besides commend- 
ing itself to the notice of those who came iirst in the 
advance o€ dWlization as explorers hereabouts, had 
been made available also for their own purposes by 
the aborigines themselves, who from as far north as 
the lakes found through here a channel of communica- 
tion with an attractive southern region of great extent. 
The Kentucky portion of that region forming the 
heart of that State, and the adjacent portion of Ohio, 
it may be obser\'ed, too, have always been seen since 
civilization, iirst obtained a foothold in them to be well 
adapted to the preservation of good neighborly relations 
between their inhabitants by a natural and necessary 
communit}' of interests. Tlie setdements which sup- 
planted the aboriginal occupants throughout this dis- 
trict on both sides of the river having been idcntilied 
in their infancy in tlieir struggles for existence against 
common trials and dangers, the ties thus early formed 
have proved adequate to the requirements of every 
subsequent emergency, and show as yet, no signs of 
any weakening. From the present outlook of things 
it might be conjectured that the city of Cincinnati, 
after annexing on the northern side of the river to 



the limit at least of all that was embraced in the 
patent to Symmes, will, in due season, finish up every 
needful appliance for the facilitating of intercourse 
with the southward, and grow to Lexington. The hub 
of the settlement will always be about the mouth of 
the Licking, but the sweep of the periphery will 
probably be discernible somewhere in the vicinity of 
tlie falls of the Ohio. 

When accounts are given of famous centers of 
civilization, any advantages of situation pertaining to 
them of a character to charm the eye of the beholder 
arc not overlooked in the sum of what it is thought 
appropriate to notice in their commendation. Of Cin- 
cinnati in this particular it may be said that in respect 
of a certain combination of the majestic and beautiful 
in the natural features of her site and surroundings, 
when not obscured by the fumes of burning bitumen 
from her myriads of chimneys, she can challenge 
comparison with any other city of the earth of times 
past or present. Turning to those of the past, the 
mind's eye may rest on one of transcendent fame, to 
which poets and orators have ever been prone to 
allude as seated on a throne of hills. The imagina- 
tion may call into view a river celebrated in historyt 

*• of whose banks 
On each side an imperial city stood, 
With towers and temples proudly elevate, 
On seven small hills." 

And the assertion may be hazarded dv^jL^fc^C^c^ 
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of the West, bv the time she is finished, will make a 
showing; of ^* towers and temples proudly elevate ** on 
more hills than those and greater, besides enclosing 
within her circuit a confluence of two rivers, either of 
which, as a river, is entitled to be rated a compeer of 
the Tiber. 

But now seems not inappropriate the suggestion 
that though in this kind, some modem aspirant for 
power and renown may attain to a more imposing 
position on hills, may widen to a grcciter circumfer- 
ence and get to be generally more plethoric than that 
wherein was seen the Capitol 

** AboTe the rtfX lifting his stately head, 
On the Tarpeian rock " 

Yet it was justly cited by one of her famous poets 
as the crowning glorj* of the oldcn queen of the earth 
that she was magim r'intm — great in men of noble 
mould. It will, therefore, be incumbent on whatever 
communities shall venture into a comparison of them- 
selves with her, to consider how thev stand in that 
small particular, and their chances of ever showing 
forth any specimens of the human race worthy to be 
named with some of her production. As touching, 
howe\'er, the qualities of the men of the immediate 
xidnage respecting which this discourse doth cspe- 
dally concern itself, it is conceivable that some cai>- 
tiou5 obserx'er may just now think discernible in them 
indications of a growing degeneracy — a tendency to 
depravation, marking here the time and manners, to 
such a degree, perhaps, for instance, as that. 
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** Nae lano^er, Rev'rend Men, their country*)* (j^lorj, 
In plain, braid phrase hold forth a plain, braid itory ; 
Nae langcr, thrifty Citizens, an' douce, 
Meet owrc a pint, or in the Council-house ; 
But staumrel, corky-headed, graceless Gentry, 
The hcrryment and ruin of the country ; 
Men, three parts made by Tailors and by Barlierx, 
Wha waste the wecl-hainM gear " — most shockingly. 

In short, the censorious individual who is sup- 
posably indulging in obser\'ations of that nature here 
may now in particulars of the kind alluded to find his 
vision greeted with somewhat such an aspect of things 
as, it might be suggested is, more or less likely, 
always in such cases, to result from the absence of the 
single condition which, it has been aptly said, ** lends 
enchantment to Uie view." But however much or 
little worthy of admiration in them may, in the obum- 
brated present obtrude itseh* upon the observer, it will 
hardly be deiycd that, in the good old days of the 
past, the race of Cincinnatians have given indications 
of being reasonably well endowed with the traits of 
character requisite to the <idvancement of a com- 
munity on the world's stage. 

It will probably also have to l)e admitted that some 
traces of the same thing are even still discernible here. 
And if the cause of the manifestation should be 
thoroughly sought out, the discovery miglit be made 
that such qualities, however overclouded or of 
unsteady lustre of late, are really indigenous to this 
community — that is to say, they were ineradicable 
implanted in itb^ \J^&^&s^^^c^^sc^- 
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'^^Nhoever traces his lineage up to the earlj^ emi- 
ts to the Miami purchase comes of a stock which 
.^^^ be extolled on grounds that will bear scrutiny. 
^:ourse, those who were the first to seek homes in 
^ section of the countrj-, while yet in its primitive 
^ition, were not so self-sacrificing «i8 to suppose 
r- were coming to a lield which was likely to prove 
^*^^5"»atcful to the laborer's toil. On the contrary, 
*^^ idea was universallv enterUiined that the field was 
^■^^^ of great promise. Still, the promise was not of a 
to attnict, to any considerable extent, a kind of 
►^^^nturers who abound in some of our new settle- 
ts now-a-days — jx^ople who come merely with a 
r of making a sudden impact on some oleaginous 
at, and in the pursuit of their object, are usually 
'« or less affected with an apprehension of contin- 
ues which may render an expeditious change of 
location desirable or neccssarv within a brief 
, and such like carpet-baggers of the worst 
ription. 
The early emigrant hither, sought here a perma- 
abode, looking forward to a time when he might 
^T^^ct to repose in peace and plenty under his own 
**^^ and fig tree, yd well aware that there was a 
8*^^t preliminaury work to be performed — the work of 
^^^l^uming a wilderness, and naturally a goodly por- 
^^*^ of tlie first comers were such as came with char- 
and capacities adapted to the task which they 
was beibre them. Moreover, those who pro- 
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jected and managed the commencement of the civil- 
izing process in this quarter were persons who could 
have given as well as any Sir Wiseacre the answer to 
the question, "What constitutes a State?" and tlie 
few following extracts from their correspondence may 
suffice to show the pains they took to gain to the sup- 
port of their plans thitherward a fair supply of the 
right sort of material at the start. Under date of 
November 25, 1788, Judge Symmcs, writing from ' 
tliese parts to his associate, Dayton, in New Jersej-, 
expresses some solicitude 4est his eilbrts in that behalf 
may yet be thwarted : 

** With regard to Mr. Stites, whose influence in 
the Redstone settlements and connection with Mr. 
Gano's family, and they with the Baptists, who are 
the most numerous sect of Christians in this countr}', 
is such, that he has been able to embody about sixty 
men, man^ widi their families, who expect to settle 
at the mouth of tlie Little Miami on the sixteen 
sections which he had located there.** 

Under date of Maj*^ 16, 1789, Dayton, writing to 
Symmes, says in reference to the same topic : 

**The Hon. Richard IIcnr\'' Lee, Senator in the 
new Congress, applied to me the other day to know 
the terms on which he might become a purchaser 
between the Miamis. I acquainted him that I pro- 
posed to visit New York again next week, and then I 
would bring with me your pamphlet with the map 
sent me by Mr. Ludlow, and would give him all dva 
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information I was possessed of. Thinking, as I do, 
that it will be beneficial to the sctdement to have Mr. 
Lee interested in it, I shall endeavor to engage him 
in it by the representation and offers I shall make to 
him. Before anj- more applicadons of like nature are 
made to me, I hope to receive the map and your 
express instructions. 

•• Colonel Spencer will probably deliver you this 
widi his own hands. He sets out to-morrow to view 
your hmcLs previously lo his dclcrmining to take out 
his family and setde there. Verj' much depends upon 
what that determination shall be, and uixjn the report 
he shall make when he returns here. It is, I do assure 
you, highly j-our interest to give him every encourage- 
ment and satisfaction possible, for I scruple not to say 
that tlierc is not a single person in the State who can 
induce more setders to follow him than the Colonel. 
TTie affection which the people bear to him and the 
entire confidence they have in his veracity and integ- 
^ty have determined many to wait his return and be 
£ro\'emed by his report and decision.'' 

Da\ton to Symmcs, August 5, 1789, says: 
•• Captain John Brown, of Woodbridgc, proposes 
^^ start next week for die Western country, Hcf is 
"^^t: j-et entirely determined whether to sit down in 
^^«^tucky or witii you. I hope he will choose the 
^**«r, as he is a good horseman, a spirited fellow, 
**^^ one who will be verj'' scr\-iceable to you in your 
^''^irmishes with, or Dursuit of the Indizms. With n 
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view to continue him on your tract I have sold him a 
section in the military range at much less than its 
value, and I hope that with the same view you will 
give him every countenance and encouragement which 
you conveniently and consistcndy can." 

Symmes to Dayton, January 9, 1 790, says ; 

"The Reverend Doctor David Jones, of Penn- 
sylvania, is now with me at my lireside. He came 
here with a view of acquiring lands in this purchase 
in order to form a settlement with many of his friends 

and neighbors. The Doctor has military bounty 
warrants for 1,200 acres. These I beg you to bring 

into the military range in this purchase, if possible. 
The Doctor will be a valuable acquisition to the settle- 
ment, and I make no doubt of his being instrumental 
of many good setders coming to the purchsise. With 
this view the Doctor has contracted with me for the 
residue of die fifth range after Colonel Spencer has 
his township set off. Mr. Casey, a gendeman from 
New England, who is on the ground jis a settler, begs 
me to make interest for him with you to have five 
military bounty warrants of his, admitted in die mili- 
tary range of this purchase. If this favor could be 
granted him, I believe it will be of use to these setde- 
ments, as Mr. Casey has a large family of sons and 
is too poor to purchase any other way." 

Dayton to Symmes, March 16, 1790, recommends 
the bearer of the letter, Mr. Joel Williams, to favorable 
consideration *' as a man of intelligence* acdvvt?^ ^jcbA- 
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enierprisc, and as one cvcrj' way qualified for the set- 
dement of a newcountrjs which requires die exertion 
of all those qualities in an eminent degree/* 

Dayton to Symmes, September 13, 1790, says : 

*• Several families are now going, and ver}' many 
, preparing to go out to your tract this fall. Among 
others, is a Mr. Moses Miller, who will probably be 
die bearer of this letter. He is a kinsman of mine, 
and has requested me to write to j'ou in his favor. You 
will find him to be a stcadv, sober, industrious and 
well informed person, and I will thank you to give 
him c\'ery aid and encouragement possible, when he 
arrives upon the ground. He h;w been remarkable 
among us, young sis he is, for the facility and cert.iinty 
with which he acquires an influence over the lalK>ring 
dass of people, among whom he at any time resides." 

From these examples it will Ix? seen that so far 
also, as the most zealous efibrts of the loaders in the 
biudncss could thereto avail, the bod>' of people who 
put themselves to the work of founding at this position, 
in tlic wilds of the West, a fabric of civilizaUon, were 
made tip of as well qualified operatives for such an 
undertaking as the whole countr}*^ could produce in an 
age of hf^roic performance. 

There is a principle in nature, alluded to by a wit 
of old in his obser\'ation that the cask is apt to retain 
for a long time a savor of the liquid at first put into it, 
and it would not be easy to determine the degree to 
which the whole future of the Qiieen Cit}% may be 
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destined to bear the impress of the liberal infusion 
made of people of the most sterling character, at 
that important epoch in the history of the communi^, 
which the poet has in his vision, when he says : 

" I hear the tread of Pioneers 

Of nations yet to be ; 
The first low wash of waves, where soon 

Shall roll a human sea. 
The elements of empire here 

Are plastic yet and warm. 
And the chaos of a mighty world 

Is rounding into form.** 

Of the form of diings at lengdi to be evolved from 
the operation of the elementary agencies dien here in 
the incipicncy of their acdon, it would seem that 
Judge Symmes must have felt himself favored with 
something like a prophetic vision. For the dangers,, 
disasters, and gloom through which, for long years, 
the enterprise had at first to struggle, to the dismay of] 
so many, were imix)tent to shake his faidi ii\ the 
ultimate importance of the setUement which he was 
with such zeal and efiiciencv devoting himself to 
task of establishing in die Miami purch;ise.«^ He 
appeared throughout to have had raised in him '* an 
undergoing stomach " from a conviction that he wsw 
c^g^gcd in a work whereof die result was to be, to 
use an expression of his own, *' to reclaim from savage 
men and beasts a countrv that mav on»* ''"- 
the brightest iewol i^ *' 
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of the setdemcnt appear to have been animated, 
AQd tliat there should continue to be seen on this fleld 
<>/'action, a progenj^ worthy of their heritage, in being 
in character to the standard of their i)ioneer 
', would liave afforded no slight sissurance 
A<s^t the results here to be achieved should fulfill the 
xrtiitions of the most sanguine of those who led 
way in redeeminir the country from the wilderness, 
ih such ground of assurance, there *iad been 
Tiing presumptuous in predicting for the small 
^nning of the dark December days of 1 788, the 
lization at no distant future, of a brilliant destiny, 
d it may now be not inopportune farther briefly to 
uirc whether, from a present observation, there 
;ht be found indications of anything answering to 
belief which the prime mover of the scheme for 
conversion of this particular section to the uses of 
lization entertained, and so fervidly expresses, 
pecting the lustrous national treasure, that though 
;ely hidden from x-iew in his day, he yet thought 
sooner or later, to be here plainl}- disclosed. For 
a sur\'ey of the whole territorial extent of the 
ited States, the Great Republic is seen so copiously 
at least with material treasures, as to be not 
itly thus apostrophized : 

^ Earth has no clime, no tky, but Thou commandcst, 
No g:rowth bnt Thy wide-tpreadini; soil can bear ; 
No ova bnt tha rich ground on which Thou standest, 
Sonewhcre or^ther bids Thee stoop and share." 
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And surely no low degree of merit must be requisite 
to entide any portion to be regarded the most precious 
of such possessions— ^he brightest jewel in such 
regalia. The district of country surrounding the city 
of Cincinnati, however, as favored by the hand of 
nature, has, in some respects, never been without 
admirers partial enough to rate it among the gems 
of this terraqueous sphere. And whatever natural 
advantages the lirst settlers found it aflbrding for the 
pursuit of traflic, so far from being in any wise im- 
paired, have certainly on the contrary been to their 
full proportion enhanced by the mighty changes 
since wrought in the modes of transportation and inter- 
communication between points far and near. So that 
here is now seen a center whence Briarean-armed 
commerce reaches forth to wherever any of earth's 
toiling millions h.ive aught of value to impart, or a 
want to be supplied. While the agricultural capa- 
biliues of the region, through its limitless sources of 
fertiH;cation, fit it for the permanent support of a teem- 
ing population, the products of whose varied industry 
may be in request in the remotest i>ortions of the 
habitable globe when the exhausted placers and 
bonanzas of this nation's Western confines will have 
ceased to excite the wonder or the avarice of mankind. 
Due regard is, of course, to be had .also in the present 
instance to the susceptibility of the jewelry metaphor 
to applicadons analogous to that given it in the 
famous utterance reported of the motb^x ^ -^sb^^ 
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CS^'Si.cchi respecting her jewels; and this generation 

Ha.9 seen added to tlie gamcrings of the past a record 

of* csvents testing all the resources of the general 

go^^€3mment of the United States, under the most 

trying circumstances, which admit of being referred 

to sks furnishing their quota of testimony that Judge 

S^Tzimes may not, in any sense of his expression, 

have very greatly over-stated the importance of the 

'^B^ults which the development chiefly by his efl^orts 

initiated was destined to show in the nation^s future 

W»tory, 
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LETTERS AND EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS UPON TOPICS 

OF GICNEICAL INTEREST RELATTVIS TO THE 

MIAMI COUNTRY, DATING FROM 

1789 TO 1799. 



No, I. 



Defenceless Condition of the Settlcr^i — A party of them Attacked by 
Indians. 

•'North Bend, May 22, 1789. 
*' Djcar Snt : — For several days past, I have been, 
at every spare hour tliat I could command, preparing 
a large packet for your hand, which Mr, James 
Henr}', who is to set out in a few days from this place 
(five miles above the mouth of the Great Miami), for 
Jersey, will do himself the honor of delivering to you 
in person, that you may be by him resolved on many 
points which I ma}' perhaps have omitted. But in 
the meantime, having an unexpected opportunity by 
Luther Ketchel, of Morris county, I set my jxih to 
paper merely to inform you perKaj^"** -^^ae^ ^^j^^c^^cafsS^sc^ 
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Mr. Henry arrives, that we have no other guard of 
troops in the purchase than Ensign Luce with twelve 
effective men. He at most had eighteen, one deserted, 
and yesterday one was killed and four others badly 
wounded by a part}' of about fifteen Indians who fired 
on tlie Ensign ixs he was escorting several citizens in 
his boat about seven miles \\p the Ohio from this place, 
who were going to work on their houses in a new 
town erecting there. Mr. John Mills, your neighbor, 
and William Montgomery', of Kentucky, were the 
onlv dtiasens wounded. Mr. Mills received the first 
shot. The ball entered his back under the right 
shoulder-blade and came out near his right pap. 

**The soldiers were in their habiliments. I have 
long since informed General llannar that Captain 
Kearscy had left the purchase, and therefore solicited 
of him other succors. I have stated our forlorn situ- 
ation to Major Wyllis, at the falls, but it is yet imccr- 
tain whetlicr we shall receive any fresh assistance 
from either place. We are in three defenceless 
nllages along tlie banks of the Ohio, and since the 
misfortune of yesterday, many citizens have embarked 
and gone for Liouisville, others are preparing to follow 
them soon, so that I fear I shall be nearly stripped of 
settlers and left \N*ith one dozen soldiers only. Kear- 
sey's leaving the purchase in the manner he did, mined 
me ibr sex'eral weeks. But tliis madness of his, I had 
in some measure recovered — the late stroke, and 
almost no troops will frighten man}'' away and pre- 



AP1>BNDIX. 



119 



^ 



1 



vent still more from coming to these settlements, 
which would flourish equal to my most sanguine 
wishes if we had a respectable body of troops stationed 
in the purchase. If, therefore, you wish, sir, the 
prosperity of the Miamese (so we call ourselves), pray 
make no delay in waiting on GenenU Knox, and 
solicit him that some troops be ordered immediately 
to our support. In my opinion, troops are of little 
moment at the falls, and at Muskingum not half as 
much wanted as here — at both those places they are 
numerous, notwithstanding. Yourself, Mr. Boudinot, 
Mr. Marsh, and some others, shall hear something of 
your lands that will be ver}' agreeable by Mr. Henry. 
Meantime, my respectful compliments to these and 
other gentlemen of my acquaintance. And am, with 
much esteem and regard, 

'* Your verv humble and obedient ser\'ant, 

•*JoiIN C. SVMMBS. 

•* Hon. Cait^un Dayton." 
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No. 2. 

« 

Relatini; to same subject as the preceding. 

*• North Bknd, May 27, 1789, 
•• Dear Sir : — Hanng so fair an opportunity sis 
now, by Major Wyllys, I do myself the honor of 
addressing y<m. I wrote you a few days ago by Mr. 
Kctchel, of Morris county, but I ho|x; the Major will 
overtake the letter and bear it with this. The sub- 
ject of tliat letter w;is principally addressed with a 
view of pre\'ailing on j-ou to solicit General Knox for 
a few troops. We have, on the whole, escaped ver}' 
well at our three settlements in this purchase, till on 
the 2 1 St inst., Mr. Luce was fired ujwn by a parly of 
Indians, the particulars of which Major Wyllys will 
detail to you. But, I apprehend that we shall really 
have some trouble at this post before summer is out. 
I believe that fifty persons of all ages have left this 
place since the disaster of the 21st. The setders con- 
sider tliemselves as neglected by the Government. 
Beyond all doubt, we are the most advanced sotUe- 
ment on the frontiers of tlie United States, and jet all 
our guard is an ensign and twelve men to defend the 
mott perilous post in the western country. I beg, sir, 
to repeat that we are really distressed here for the 
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want of troops. If, therefore, you have influence 
with General Knox, do prevail with him to order us 
some further protection. I have been preparing a 
large packet for you for two weeks past, when I had 
a little spare time, this, Capt. Ilcnry will do himself 
the honor to deliver to you in a few weeks, as he will 
leave this place I expect in about ten d;iys. By him, 
you will learn every particular of my proceedings and 
the state of the several settlements. On the whole, 
we flourish, but we have manv enemies and ill-wishers 
who seek to injure us by every falsehood they can 
devise. The countrj' is healthy, and looks like a 
mere meadow for many miles together in some places. 
In my packet, you shall have a description of your 
land in particular, and of everything worthy your 
notice, touching the reserved township and the pur- 
chase in genend, with a variety of maps, besides one 
jgeneral one of the purchase from actual sur\'ey as 
high as eighty miles up the Great Miami by its 
courses, and across the purchase to Mad river. 
Strange as it may appear to some gentlemen, my first 
contract to its utmost limits on all sides does not con- 
tain eight hundred thousand acres — ^but this you shall 
ere long have demonstrated by the map of sworn 
sur\'eyors. The Major arrived only this evening, and 
goes oft* again in the morning by light, or I would 
have done my endeavor to forward a part of my 
narration by him, for I should be wise in tiiis atf I fear 
when the whole comes together, there will be so much 
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it will tire you with the reading. I had prepared 
^tter for Mr. Boudinot to come with Mr. Ilcnry, 
I will send it by Major Wyllj's, and another for 
^Xir**. Condict, wliich please to forward. I beg, sir, 
hsmt ^-ou wll be so good as to forward to nic a copy 
>^ t.l^e last contract with the Honorable Board, for 
'^'^"'^^ »wfler in our business here because we do not 
f^^^^^ix-e it. Witli much esteem, dear sir, your ^•cry 

'^'^»xil>le scr\'ant, 

•'John Cuevus Symmbs. 

••Hon. Mr. Davton." 
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No. 3. Extract. 

Furlhcr reference to the dcrcncelcsHness of ihe country — Dangers in 

J>cn(Hn(; over the Miami and other neighliorin^ settlements fror 
[ndian hostilities instigated by the British occupanu of tht 
Northern frontier. 

** North I3kni>, July 17, 1789. 
*• My Dkar Sir — * ♦ ♦ ♦ Vmv sir 

for\vard mc a cop}'- of the contract, and withal {jive 
me your opinion on the qiiostiDii, wiiethcr the Com- 
missioners of the Board will strenuously adhere to 
the twenty miles, or whether they may not be pre- 
vailed on to jfive up that more fragment of land at the 
mouth of the Little Miami, and sutler me to extend to 
the banks of that .stream. T hope my packet by Cap- 
tain Ilenrv, and some letters bv Major Wvllvs and 
other hands, will s(H)n come safe to vour hand. I 
wTote by Henry* so fully tluit it is needless to attempt 
any relation of facts previous to those dates; I men- 
tioned that I had sent Isaac Freeman into the Indian 
countr}'. lie has returned safe, but brings such terri- 
fying accounts of the warlike preparations making at 
the Indian towns, that it has raised fresh commotions 
in this village, and many families are preparing to go 



*Th« ccNBinunication here referred to i« publi«hcd in Cim's " Cincinnali ia 
1S41/* p. 196, fisffu though with •ome error* of transcri^tMM^.^ 
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dowTi to the falls. They say, *We will not stay 

longer at a place like this, the very forlorn hope of 

the United States, aiid at the same time so intolerably 

neglected as we are.* One ensign and twelve soldiers 

in. a litde block-house badly constructed, and not an 

nxe^ hoe, spade, or even tomahawk — the properly of 

tirm,^ United State8-«is furnished to them. Thev must 

ve perished for want of shelter and firewood had I 

t furnished utensils to them ever since December 

to my ver)*^ great detriment, for very few 

and other ardcles are returned until they are 

irely ruined, and frequently when I lend an article 

gone fore\*er from me, as boats are always pass- 

and by calling at this place furnish an opix)rtunity 

^9he soldiers to barter for liquor many an article of 

Not a swivel is afforded us, when common 

dence dictates that each village should have two 

*^hrcc field pieces at leau^t. I have indeed lost sight 

^mny succor from the United States. Major Wyllys 

rctl me when on his passage up the river, tliat he 

"^d pre>'ail with General Ilarmar to detach some 

from that post. Seven weeks has elapsed since, 

not a man arrives — not even a dawn of hope that 

^ will arrive, unless these settlements become more 

c>bject of attendon to Congress and General Knox. 

•• I am by no means terrified by the report of Mr. 

t but I am indeed mortified to see people run« 

S away from these setdements, merely because no 

is taken by their superiors to save them and their 
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families from the rage of the savages. They feel 
themselves abandoned to destruction, and whether the 
danger they apprehend is real or imaginary, 'tis the 
same tiling to them. One family flying from the 
purchase causes more detriment to the settlement than 
fifty staying away, when they are away. The Indians 
wrote bv Freeman in answer to mv letter to them. 
They promise and flatter sufliciently to be sure, Col. 
Spencer has a copy, but, a few things wliich Freeman 
relates as facts, I will mention. Wliile Mr. Freeman 
was at the Indian towns lie was lodged at the house 
of a chief called Blue Jacket, and while there he saw 
the pack-horses come to Blue Jacket's house loaded 
with five hundred weight of powder, and lead equiva- 
lent, with one hundred muskets; this share he saw 
deposited at the house of Blue Jacket. Ho says, the 
like quantity wixh sent them from Detroit to every 
chief through all their towns. Freeman saw the same 
dividend deposited at a second chief's house in the 
same town with Bluejacket. On the arrival of these 
stores from Detroit, British colors were displayed on 
the house-top of ever}' chief, and a prisoner among 
the Indians who had the address to gain full credit 
with them, and attended at their council house every 
day, found means to procure by ardfice an oppor- 
tunity of conversing with Freeman. He assured 
Freeman that the Indians were fully determined to 
rout these setdements altogether; that they wouI<L 
have attempted it before thU \kcv^C^>^^^a^^^'=^'^^^^^ 
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taiy stores, but these being then arrived, it would not 
be long before they would march ; that they only 
waited tlie return of a Mr. Magee with two pieces of 
artiller)' from Sandusky or Detroit, and they would 
proceed without further delay down to the Ohio on 
their proposed expedition. 

•* These preparations for war at tlie Indian towTis 
I belie\-e are ccrtiiin, as the report of Freeman is fully 
corroborated by a letter which Ensign Luce lately 
received from the commanding officer at post St. 
Vincent, apprising him of a design among the Indians 
on the head-waters of tlie Wabash to cut ofV these 
settlements. It also comes confinned by way of Pitts- 
burgh, that the Indians are making great preparations 
for war, and tliat the Miami settlements and Lime- 
stone settlements are to fall by the same campaign. 
WTiat will be the issue, God only knows. I shall 
howe\-er maintain the ground as long as is possible, 
ill-prepared as we are. I can but perish as many a 
better man has done before me. It will be but just, 
howe\-er, if we are to have no assistamce, to advertise 
me thereof immediately, that we may all resort to one 
station, which will be put in the best posture of 
defense that we are able to fortify. Col. Spencer, or 
rather his company are impatient to be on their way 
up the river. I have, therefore, no time to write 
much, or copy fair what I have already scribbled. I 
shall be happy to receive letters from you and Mr. 
Manh after you receive my packet by Mr. Henry, as 
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many things arc therein stated which need solution. 

** I have the honor to be, dear sir, with much 
esteem and gratitude, your assured friend and servant. 

**Joiix C. Symmes. 
•* Hox. Jonathan Davi'on." 

** 17th. — Since dark this evening, a Shawnee 
Indian came on the hill back of the town and hol- 
lowed to the Indian Svho returned with Mr. Freeman. 
This made a considerable alarm, the women and 
children fle\rto my house, and the men paraded with 
their arms. But the Indian who was with us went up 
the hill to the stranger, and brought him in. He 
makes fair promises, and says, that he is alone from 
tlie Indian towns, and only five days on the road." 
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No. 4. Extract. 

Various matteri of general and ]>crs(>nal interest* and referring to 
calumnies circulated against Symmcs. 

** EuzAnKTiiTowx, August 15, 1789. 
J)ayloii io Symmcs. 

** DrtXR Sir : — I have received your several letters 
of the 22d and 27th of May, by Major Willis and 
Mr. Kctchel, and the one bv Mr. Ilenrv written in 
continuation from May 18th to the 14th of June. The 
situation in which you were left in consequence of the 
sudden departure of Mr. Kearscy with his troops, was 
truly disagreeable and trying. I am hai)py that you 
have conducted in it with so much fortitude as you 
appear to have d(me, and that you were at length in 
some measure relieved from it bv the arrival and con- 
tinuancc of Lieut. Luce and his party with you. I 
have called a meeting of the proprietors of the re- 
scr\-ed township to confer and decide on various 
matters mentioned and projwsed by you, touching 
their interest there. It will take place in about eight 
days, and you shall immediately sifter be informed of 
the result. Hearing that the bill for establishing and 
organising the government north-west of the river 
Ohio was on its passage thro' the diflferent branches 
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of Congress, and hearing likewise, tliat applications 
. had been made and measures taken by some persons 
which might have a tendency to supplant you in your 
appointment under the new government, I went im- 
mediately to New York, caused an application to be 
made in your behalf to the President, and spoke to 
sevend of the most influential characters in the Senate, 
from whom I have such assurances as give me reason 
to expect you will undoubtedly succeed. As soon as 
anytliing further is done, I will give you notice, and 
will likewise send you the law if I can get it in time 
for tliis letter. 

*' In consequence of what you wrote to me, I con- 
versed very freely with General Knox on the situation 
of the settlers upon your tract, and likewise upon its 
position on the Ohio as comparatively preferable for 
the general defense of the territory to either of the 
other places at wliich the troops are stationed. lie 
gave me assurances before I took my leave of him, 
that he would immediately make such new arrange- 
ments in that country as would eflectually cover and 
protect you. If this should be delayed long, do not 
fail to inform me, and I will take care to remind him 
of his promise. 

"Mr. Gano has put the map made by him into my 
hands for inspection, but as it is not yet completed, he 
is to take it back for a few'days, in order to give it 
tlie last finishing. I do not think it advisable, as you 
recommend, to lay this map before the Treasury 
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d. or to have anv further communication with 

respecting your purchase, as Httie is to be hoped 

tliem, and that the more especially as the system 

be entirely changed, and a board of Uiree com- 

oners is to give place to a single financier. The 

system for the administration of the finance will 

be established, and as soon as it takes effect and 

principal is appointed, I shall do my utmost to 

ii our line extended to the Little Miami. Every 

S in my power and within the circle of my interest 

^^^'^ii.ll be exerted to have Mr. Stites and his settlement 

i*^cl\i^lcd witiiin the boundaries of our deed, and 

'^I'^ori^'bv to complete the title of such as have purchased 

:?r him there. The East Jersey Company have 

i nothing more since my last letter in the contract 

*"^r tlie strip of land above alluded to, but did, upon 

*^y application to many of them, some time since, 

^ndix-idually agree tiiat Mr. Stites ought to be con- 

siclerxKl and indemnified if the purchase was made by 

^^^rn, I believe it will rest as it is, or be entirely 

^'"Of^pcd as to the company, unless some new and 

'^'^rxgc company should become bidders for it. I 

*l^ll not fail, however, to press this matter with the 

nc>v financier, but I do not expect to succeed until I 

^'^^ X>Teparcd to make tiie second payment and take 

^^^ tlic deed. The sooner vou enable me to do Uiat, 

^^ Wiorc likely I shall be to attain that object in favor 

^ Stites and his associates on the Littie Miami. 

certificates are now at '5 18 specie in the 
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£ and are rising. If you have received specie for 
lands which you mean to convert into public securities, 
tiie sooner you do it, the more advantageous it will be 
for you. 

'* It is proper to acquaint you that neither Stelle, 
Witham, Downer, Halsey, nor Denman has complied 
with tiie contracts entered into with you. * * 
******* Denman refuses 
to pay a single certificate, because, as he informs 
me, you have been selling to others all the lands he 
located. If this be untnie, and any of Deninan's 
locations are reserved for him, I wish you to acquaint, 
me. Thus circumstanced as we are here, vou will 
readily perceive that we have made but little progress 
and derived littie or no benefit from your difterent 
contracts towards making the next payment.* * • 
****** You will now, mv 
dear sir, permit me to speak of yourself in that style 
of sincerity and truth which I have ever professed and 
shall ever continue to exercise towards you. It is 
witii uneasiness I have heard, it is witii reluctance I 
relate, the many injurious and unpleasant reports that 
arc circulating with respect to your conduct at the 
Miamis. I have accounted for some as well as I was 
able to tiie people who speak of tiiem. I have con- 
tradicted others, but ccitain persons have asserted to 
my face tiiat they themselves have been witnesses of 
a part. 

** I would not have vou believe that I osjql *^'««^ 
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lit to disreputable reports of a man so high in my 
opinion and esteem as you are, but you must pardon 
xne for saying, that, ahhough I cam not think you 
criminal, I must suppose you faulty, and thai because 
there is scarcely a single one of all the Jerscymen who 
have as yet returned from the Mianiis who does not 
complain of you or speak of you with distipprobation. 
I have opposed as far as ])os8ible the torrent of abuse 
poured out against you ; I have chidcd, I have even 
quarrelled with the promoters of it, but so general is 
the clamor of those who have been with you, and so 
strong and pointed their assertions, as almost to force 
3*our verj* particular friends to give over your vindica- 
tion. The historj' of tlie two sisters (your housekeeixjrs) 
is related witli eveiy exaggeration and in a style calcu- 
lated to make the most unfavorable impressions 
against you. Your indiscriminate laboring and encour- 
agement of it on every day alike, without regard to the 
Sabbath ; your breach of promise in a variety of in- 
stances, but especially in promising and disposing of 
lands one day to one person and selling them the next 
da}' to another; the hatred which the people of 
Kentucky bear to you, etc., are among the charges 
which are uttered and echoed against 3'ou. When a 
few of us are advocating you, and assigning the most 
probable and plausible reasons for such parts of your 
conduct as are too strongly supported to be denied, 
we are immediately asked, why, if what we say is 
iactf none of the many who have been the witnesses 



APPENDIX. 



133 



j^k 



\ 

I 

t 
I 



t 



of your transactions in the West can be found to 
vindicate and speak for you. 

'* I assure you, my friend, tiiat it has pained me 
beyond measure to hear what I have heard of you 
without die power or knowledge of disproving it. 
The spirit and rage for purchasing in your tract, and 
for emigrating thither, has been not a little checked by 
the apprehension that you arc really the man which 
fame describes you. These arc tniths which it grieves 
me to retail to you, but it is my duty as your friend to 
do it, and also as one who is interested in and a well- 
wisher to the prosperity of your settiement. I have 
requested all whom I have spoken witii to suspend 
their opinion until the return of Colonel Spencer, in 
whom much confidence is placed. I hope it may be 
speedy, jind that his report may be favorable, for 
much, in every point of view, will depend upon it. 

••As my letter containing a copy of our contract 
with the Board of Treasury appears to have mis- 
carried, I herewith enclose you another, which I hoix* 
will reach you, and must request tiiat you will, with- 
out delay, execute and transmit to me, the ample and 
adequate power of attorney, as required in the latter 
part of that instrument." 

••yl//<r//5/ 25///.— The appointment of Judges for 
the Western territory is made— S. 11. Parsons, John 
C. Symmes and Wm. Barton are die three. I en- 
close the paragraph taken from the newspapers, and 
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the short law which is passed, respecting that country. 
You will perceive that it is merely a temiwrarj' pro- 
vision. The time iissigned for the present session of 
Congress did not admit of their entering farther into 
that business, but it is expected that the organization 
of your government will be resumed and completed 
at tlieir next sitdng. I think it projKT to acquaint you 
that when I went to New York, to canviws for you, I 
found with pleasure that Governor St. Clair was not 
luifriendly to you. The proprietors of the reserved 
township haive had one meeting. Your letter, so far jls 
it respects them, hiis been referred to a committee, who 
are to report to the general meeting to be held again 
next Monday week. If I detain this letter until that 
time for want of opjiortunity, I shall then be able to 
enclose herein the resolutions and transactions of the 
proprietors. Tlie military committee have appointed 
me their sole agent for ccmducting the whole business 
respecting tlic militar)^ range. I shall appoint two 
ifur\eyoni. in order tlwit we may be more certain of 
lianng one continually on the spot to receive, locate 
and register the warrants issued and indorsed bv me. 
Tlie sur\ey of it into sections must be made this fall, 
and a plat tiiereof lodged with me by Februan-, in 
order tiuit those whp are entided may mjike their 
drafts by lot and know their sections iK'fore the time 
arrives for going out in die spring. Mr. Ludlow and 
Mr. Gano wU probably be the two sur\eyors, the 
latter of whom has consented to survey and register 
for a penny specie per acre. 



Ari'KNDIX. 



1 35 



t 



1 



•* Mr. Isaac Spinning returned from your tract 
last evening. I have seen him this morning. He 
tells me he left Col. Spencer in Virginia, where his 
horse was taken lame, and he proposed to iixrvy a few 
days until he was recovered. Spinning, like all the 
lest who have been there, sj^aks highly of the soil and 
country, but, unhappily, like die otiiers too, he C(m- 
firms the reports respecting your unpopularity both on 
your own land and in Kentucky. lie has no prc*ju- 
dices against you himself, but when closely questioned, 
as he has been, by some suspicious or unfriendly 
persons, he confesses, altho' with seeming reluctance, 
the prejudices they entertain towards you there. 
What, my friend, can it mean? It appears to me 
impossible, knowing you as I do, that you should 
deserve what has been said of vou. There is siymc 
mvsten' in the business which I cannot as vet unravel. 
I am just informed that provision is making to have 
the survey of your tract completed this fall ; if so, the 
second payment will be due soon after the nov year, 
and to be unprepared for making it, would be to 
forfeit and ruin all. I pray you to forward the certifi- 
cates for the purpose as fast as you receive them, for 
if the Continental surveyors should immediately go 
out and push on their survey with spirit, we have 
quite littie time enough left in which to collect the 
sum requisite. Eighty-four thousand dollars are not 
easily to be gotten together in the short space of three, 
four, or five months. * * 
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TIic resources which you supposed your contracts 
witli Stelle, Witham, Downer, Denman, and Ilalsey, 
would aflbrd you, are nearly vanished. I hope you 
have ere this established others, which will prove 
more certain and more pnKluctive. ♦ ♦ ♦ 

♦ * * * * I have written to Messrs. 
Anderson, Kennedy, and to everj^ other person in 
^(hort, whose contracts or notes I am possessed of, 
informinj^ them that we are preparing for the 
^second payment, and that they must discharge their 
obligations, or return their warrants immediately. 
Although I refused the gentlemen here to have my 
2iame inserted in any letter of agency which they 
proposed to send out for you to execute, }'ct, as you 
thought proper of your own accord to make it out in 
:iny name, and as I have since accepted and under- 
taken to act, you may be assured that nothing within 
^ny power which will promote your interest and that 
«f the settlement shall be left undone. Gen*l Knox, 
Avhom I do not fail to call upon and converse with, in 
^ver\- visit to New York, about vour situation, assures 
»ie I may be perfectly at ease, for that he has directed 
«uch a disposition and arrangement of the troops in 
Jhc western territorv as will eHectuallv protect vou. 

** Scflcmbcr 5th. — Colonel Spencer returned last 
ziight — He speaks (iui I hiid reason to think he would), 
A-er\- favorably of you, and contradicts the rejwrts that 
lii-ere drculating to your prejudice. His declarations 
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have credit with the people, and I have taken care to 
make them as public as possible. As the proprie- 
tors are to meet at Springfield, the day after to- 
morrow, I proposed to him, and he has agreed to 
accompany me in my chair thither, when those gentle- 
men will learn from his own mouth how imjustly and 
unkindly certain persons have treated you." 

*' 8th. — We returned from Springfield last evening, 
and I assure you that Colonel Spencer's information 
gave veiy great satisfaction to the gentlemen who 
were there. They took up the report of the committee 
uiK)n your letter, adopted such parts as they approved 
of, and added whatever appeared to them exjiedient. 
They then appointed another committee, to write, in 
their behalf, a letter of instniction to you, agreeably to 
the resolutions they had made. As I am one of the 
committee, and that letter will accompany this, it will 
not be necessary to give you in this, a detail of our 
transactions there. I received yours of the 17th of 
July, by the Colonel, with its enclosures. * * 
♦*♦♦*♦♦♦ You ask 
my opinion, * whether the commissioners of the board 
will strenuously adhere to die twenty miles, or whether 
they may not be prevailed upon to give up that mere 
fragment of land at the mouth of the Litde Miami, 
and suffer you to extend to the banks of that stream.' 
To this, I answer, that since the Board have con- 
ducted so strangely with respect to you in die whole 
18 
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^^rcss, and in every stage of your contract and 
hasCy I can not think of having any further com- 
icadon with //inn on die subject. A new financier 
be appointed within a fortniglit, and as business 
ore easily done and to better purpose with one 
more, I have very great hopes tliat, on an apph'- 
n to him ujwn this subject, and on being prepared 
ake the second payment, he will agree to bound 
leed on both rivers. I shall lay the map before 
imd make use of everv fair ari^ument and exertion 
duce his assent. So plausible, solid, and just are 
p-ounds on which to found my application, that I 
not but be very sanguine in my expectations of 
ss. I am told diat it was rumored through your 
li **^^hase diat si companv of us was about buvinir 
^^^»' land at the LitUe Miami, and meant to send 
^> lo tiike immediate i>ossession of it, in consequence 
'^^^reof die perscms interested therein were exceed- 
^^ >' .darmed and exaspenited. You certainly knew 
the intention of the company in doing what they 
. ^ '^ Avas merely to preclude the application of strangers 
^ ^ ^liat strip of land, and diat no injury was meant to 
^ , his associates, or yourself. I have, in everj' 
nee touching die tract, since I have taken upon 
_;;^ ^^^«lf the agency, acted as if your interest and mine 
! intimately blended, and I give you m}- word 
I will not only not consent to, but will warmly 
any mesisure in any individuals or company 
may tend to deprive Sdtes of his lands, or to 
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militate against your interest there. ♦ ♦ * 
****** You will observe by 
the enclosed copy of our contract that a more full 
and satisfactor}' power of attorney is required from 
you previously to the issuing of the deeds upon the 
second payment. Let it be executed, if you please, 
as early as possible and forwarded as soon as an 
opportunity presents. Do not send your packets by 
the mail, as the expense is heavy. The letter said to 
be fonvarded by Major Willis, was by him, or some 
other pers(m, thrown into the post-ollice, and I was 
obliged to pay "6|'*S in specie for it. My fu'st letter 
after the first of October will I'ive vou an acct. of 
the state of your contracts with dillerent individuals 
as to their fulfilment of them ; I mean such of them 
iis vou have forwarded to me. ♦ ♦ * ♦ 

** Write to me as s(K)n as any opportunity oflers, 
and believe me to be, wiUi very great esteem, 

"Yours, etc., 

"Jon A. Dayton. 

"The Hon. Ji:i)gk Symmks." 

Another letter from Davton io Svmmes, dated 
Elizabethtown, September 26di, 1789, contains the 
following : 

" Since closing my letter on die 5th of this month, 
I have been to New York. Governor St. Clair was 
my felh)W-passenger, and we convei'sed much, as may 
naturally be supi>osed, on the western countrjs and 
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particularly your tract. He informs mc that the 
present plan is to station a considerable part of the 
troops bet%vecn the Miamis and to extend a chain of 
posts from thence to post St. Vincent. Upon my arrival 
in towTi, I visited Gen'l Knox, who assured me that 
Captains Ferguson ahd Strong's companies were at 
this time with you, and that he thought it probable 
3'ou would soon hjive Headquarters tliore. These new 
arrangements are of importance and must contribute 
greatly to promote the population and increase the 
wlue of the tract. I cannot yet tell with certainty 
M'hat the first of October (the period assigned for 
payment in se\'eral of your contracts,) may bring 
fortli ; but my advice to you is, to appropriate your 
cash immediately to the purchase of certificates, if you 
mean to enable us without the possibility of dis«ii>- 
pointment and failure, to make the second payment, 
or if you design to profit by the sales of a part of your 
lands for specie. You have been selling your lands, 
1 Jim told, for two shillings siXH:ie, the acre. The 
^pricc at this moment seems to be, and undoubtedly is, 
^ good one ; but as much cannot be said of it when 
^•ou find hereafter, that in consequence of the rise of 
^certificates, another acre, in another payment, may 
noost you in specie two shillings and six pence." 
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No. 5. 

Preparations for the Ciiy at North Bend. 

•* North Bkm>, January i, 1790. 
** Gentlemen :— I have been honored by the re- 
ceipt of your instructions of the 1 2th of September, 
last, and have set about laying off the city in the 
place where you have directed me. We find the 
ground rather uneven, but oi\ the whole, I hope it will 
do better than I formerly tliouglit it would, esjK^cially 
as it embraces several valuable springs which never 
fail. Some of the squares are very good ones, but 
others of them are very indifferent, owing partly to 
Camp Creek's running across the plat, as also to verj- 
considerable hills and deep guttei-s which are inter- 
spersed throughout the isthmus. The city does not 
reach quite over to the banks of the Miami, for I have 
laid it out exactly on the old plan, and on the cardinal 
points, not receiving any instructions from you author- 
izing me to throw it into an oblong, which would have 
shot it better across the neck of land from river to 
river. I believe that I shall have very little difficulty 
in procuring a relinquishment of all the lots which are 
sold and given away in North Bend. Those wliicK 
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— « been paid for, I hope will be restored on reim- 
■=^ng the pureh;wer ]m money, though several of 
<^ ■»<=-»*-<. purchasers are not on the ground at present, 
^^^^"'•foro. I cannot say what objections they may start, 
^s^ most of those who had donation loLs in this 
^^"^^^c are well pleased witl> the new arrangement, as 
!j^r^~ ""^^' e^ fi^"« acres, and had but one before. 
"*»»* seems to pacify them, though they have gen- 
^r*** '- " ''"''* ^''^^^"* "» »•'« "cre. Vi^n- fortunately for 
J^'^ proprietors, not one man in the village, but my- 
^ * and two nephews, have been at the exiK-nse of 
^»1 cling a stone-chimney in his house, therefore, they 
' '^ ^ *he more readily cast away or remove their former 
ins and build new houses on the projvr streets of 
J ^' *-*'^^'- '^^ expense of desiring and fencing their lots 
J^ "^vl,.,! they most lament, as this lalwir >rw» directly 
^^» the benefit of other pw.plc who take up such 
^^*-*s»i\h1 lots. I shall. theref«.re. be obliged to make 
^^^"»n some comix-nsation for this in order to keep up 
'^ quiet of the town. I wish that you had directed 

* how «-ide to lay the common that stretclu's from 
'^ to river, on the east-sido of the citA-, but as you 

* «k-nt, I shall lay it forty poles wide, and then 
^g in the small lots in the manner directed. I 
^■»ild have left a wider common, but at this dangerous 

« when we have already had a man murdered by 
* Indians within the squares of the citj-, to leave a 
'".w extent of unoccupied land between the city and 

^*n lots. WmiM havo Innlrx^l -..»! i:i._ . •«• ' ... 
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the lives of citizens who are obliged to go daily to 
their labor on the donation lots beyond the common. 

" I may, perhaps, be able to sell several of the 
small lots at the 2o|oper acre, but I despair of selling 
one lot in a long time of the thirty or sixtj' acres. 
That price is higher than these lots will bear at 
present. It was seldom indeed that I could sell any 
land in the rescn-ed township at 5 |o specie per acre, 
at which price lands in the reserved township have 
stood since the iirst of Mav last. Another diflicultv 
seems to attend the sale of these thirty and sixty-acre 
lots ; it is this — tifty small lots are to be given to the 
fii'st fifty applicants on condition they build a house 
and reside three vears in the citv. If anv of these 
donees should inul themselves able to buv (me or 
more of the thirtv or sixtv-acre h>ts, bv the letter of 
your instructions he is obliged to nuiltiply the number 
of his houses in the reserved township according to 
the number of lots he may purchase. Pray explain 
this. As the manor, by being opened and improved, 
will become more valuable and useful, I beg that the 
proprietors will decide a few cpiestions which I take 
the libertv to submit. 

•* 1st. lias a proprietor pemiission to clear land in 
the manor, fence and improve it for a time to his own 
benefit? 

'* 2d. How long a term shall a proprietor have in 
such cleared land ? 

** 3d. On what terms shall a citizen who is no pro* 
prietor improve lands iti tivi. ''ccc^x^ss^\ 
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•*4th. Will it not be goo<l policy for the sake of 
encouragement of the cit}*, to calculate the manor as 
consisting of ninety-six shares, one share to attach to 
each propriety ; and suffer your agents here to sell 
the residue at such prices, to be yearly regulated ac- 
cording to the ]x>pulation of the city, .xs the proprie- 
tors may think proper to direct ? Such purchasers 
can have no voice in regulating the price of unsold 
shares, which will remain common property to the 
original twenty-four proprietors. If ninety-six shares 
are thought too many, reduce the number ; though I 
think the number small enough if you intend to nurse 
the citi* liberallv. 

•* 5th. lias a proprietor a right to locate lands in 
the reserx-ed township east of the small out-lots, and 
have them charged to him in the general account, or 
must proprietors actually purchase and pay for lands 
in the same manner with stningers? 

•*6th. How long a term will you give to any 
who shall clear out certain parts of the common east 
of the city? For imless some encouragement is given 
to have it cleared, it will for many years remain a 
mere chaos of brush, logs, weeds, and all sorts of 
incumbrances. I have now one request to make to the 
board of proprietors, which I beg you gentlemen to 
lay before them at their next meeting. Not dreaming 
that the village of North Bend would ever be dis- 
turbed to make way for the city, I h.ive gone to 
coonderable expense in erecting comfortable log- 
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houses on the three lots which I had taken for myself 
and two nephews, young men who are with me. The 
lots in North Bend were four poles wide, we have 
therefore occupied t\velve poles of ground on the 
bank of the Ohio. This front is covered with build- 
ings from one end to the odier, and of too valuable a 
construction for me to think of losing them in the 
general wreck of the village. That the proprietors 
may be the more sensible of the reasonableness of my 
request, I will give you a description of them. The 
first, or most easterly one, is a good cabin, 16 feet 
wide and 22 feet long, with a handson)e stone-chimney 
in it ; the roof is composed of boat plank set endwise, 
obliquely, and answers a triple purpose of rafters, 
lath and an undercourse of shingle, on which lie 
double rows of clapboards which makes an exceed- 
in<;lv ti^ht and }X^H)il roof. The next is a cotta;:e 
16 feet by 18, and two and a half stories high; the 
roof is well shingled with nails. The third is a cabin 
15 feet wide and 16 feet long, one story high, with a 
good stone chimney in it ; the roof shingled with nails. 
The fourth is a very handsome log-house 18 feet by 
26, and two stories high, with tvvo good cellars under 
die same, the second cellar being simk directly under 
the first in order to guard more efiectually against heat 
and cold. This large cabin is shingled with nails, 
has a very large and good stone-chimney which 
extends from side to side of the house, for the more 
convenient accommodation of strangers, who are*:5iN5«- 
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stantly coming and going, and never fail to make my 
house their home while they stay in the village. In 
this chimney is a large oven built of stone. Adjoining 
to tins house, I have built me a well finished smoke- 
house, 14 feet square, which brings you to a fortified 
ST^^e of eight feet, for communication back. All the 
Jdings east of this gate arc set as close to each 
^!r as was possible. Adjoining to and west of the 
« is a double cabin of 48 feet in length and 16 feet 
le, witli a well built stone chimney of two fire- 
jes, one facing each room. This roof is covered 
ii boat plank throughout, and double rows of clap- 
rds in the same manner with the first described 
in. In these several cabins I have fourteen sash- 
dows of glass. My bam or fodder-house comes 
t, with a stable on one side for my horses, and on 
other, one for my cows. These entirely fill up tlie 
ce of t>velve poles. This string of cabins stands 
feet from the bank of the river, iind quite free 
and to the south of the front or Jersey street of 

citv. 

^*Xow, gentlemen, I beg of the proprietors this 

^m.11 piece of land at some price which they may set, 

I may have the fee thereof vested in me. These 

ings have cost me more than two hundred pounds 

and I can not aflbrd to let them go to 

;er8 for nothing — tiie mason work alone, came to 

than one hundred dollars. Tliere is not another 

on the ground that has either cellar, stone 
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chimney, or glass window in it, nor of any value com- 
pared with mine — therefore none can complain of this 
indulgence as a partiality to me. I enclose you a 
rough survey of this piece of ground and where it 
lies, that you may be better masters of the subject. I 
beg to have my bounds, north on the front or Jersey 
street, south by the river Oliio, being twelve poles 
wide from east to west, lapping feet on the com- 
mon, and extending feet west in front of the 

southeast comer of the cit}% and south of Jersey street. 
If the board tiiinks proper to grant me this request, as 
I am sure they will, I do not mean to be e'er the more 
excused from further building as the otiier proprietors 
do in the cit}% and for that purpose, intend to have my 
timber got out this winter. I remain, gendemen, 
with much respect, 

••Your humble servant, 

•'John Cleves Svmmes. 

••JoNATihvx Dayton, 
•'Daniel Mausii, \ Esquires. 
•'Math's Ogden. 

•' I will take time this winter and make out an exact 
state of the city accounts and transmit to you. On 
the whole, there has been verj*^ little paid for, and, 
tiierefore, I expect that each propriety \vill advance 
a sum in certificates, at the second payment, as die 
reserved township will be the first land deeded." 
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No. 6. 

Extracts from letter of Sxmines to Dayton, dated North Bend, January 

'*The insidious reports which have been spread 
abroad of my selling the same lands several times 
over, whfle no failure appeared on the part of the first 
purchasers, are really vexatious to me. Mr. Denman, 
it seems^ affects to avail himself of this pretext in 
order to. excuse himself from the payment of those 
certificates which he assured me he would immediately 
pay to you on his return from this countr}% I shall not 
now say how true or false his allegations arc of my 
selling to others the lands which he had located, but 
instead thereof I enclose to you the original loca- 
tions, as he calls them, which, in plain speaking, are 
only applications, for indeed no man liad a riglit to 
locate one foot after my arrival in this countr}', unless 
he produced a warrant to cover the same. What first 
led to this kind of applications was the promises of 
the applicant that if he could have such or such a 
piece of land he would take measures to pay for it by 
a given time agreed on between us, and I defy the 
severity of Cato himself, with truth, to charge me in a 
nngle instance where I have not on my part come 
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fully up to the specified time, unless where later appli- 
cations covered grounds which had beCff previously 
located and, in many instances, paid for by others 
before they who complained had lodged their applica- 
tions with me ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
* * In the spring follo\ving my arrival here, 
many people came down the river and applied to me 
for land. What was to be done in this case? Was I 
bound to wait until it suited Mr. Dcnman to tell me 
whether lie really intended to make any further pay- 
ments for land or not? and of course reject every 
application till I knew his pleasure, for I could not 
sell one foot but Mr. Denman, or some other person 
locating in the same vague manner, might say, * This 
comes within one of my locations,' for there was no 
criterion by which to determine where the lands set 
forth in many of their applications were situated. I 
was, therefore, reduced to this cxtrcmitv, either to 
reject indiscriminately all applications made to me 
last spring, and put an end at once to further sales, 
or, consider the applications made the year before as 
null and void, where they had not fulfilled the terms 
of contract. But previous to this I had admonished 
them in the Lexington Gazette (of which I have 
already sent you a copy) and even prolonged the time 
which had been first agreed on by them for payment. 
But to do this was to subject myself to the undeserved 
reproaches of those who either ignorandy or mali- 
ciously thought proper to vilify me in such a manner 
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as to induce even tliose gentlemen whom I had con- 
ndered as men of sense* nay more, as real friends, to 
pause, and with a note of admiration cr)' out, ** What 
can all this mean ! '* * ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 



No. 7. Extract. 

Anxieties in regard to the second iMyment— -Condition of the mar- 
ket for public securities — Anticipations of advantage to the Miami 
tract from the establishment 01 Military Heatlquarters thereon — 
The market for lands likely to be affected by the o|)ening of a 
Land Office by Congress. 

•• EuzADETHTOWN, Fcbruar)' i6, 1790. 
Dayton to Syinmcs. 

•* De^vk Sir : — I have been disappointed beyond 
measure at not hearing from you for many months 
past, especially as you arc several letters in my debt, 
and more especially as in consequence of the estab- 
lishment of Headquarters upon the Miami tract, your 
accounts from thence cannot but be favorable and 
flattering, both sis to present situation and circum- 
stances, and also as to future prospects. You must 
naturally suppose that our anxiety is greatly excited 
to know what provision or preparation you have made 
and are making to enable us to meet and answer tlie 
demand that must, in a few months at farthest, be 
made for oiu* second payment in cerdiicates agreeably 
to our contract. To obtain a deed and thereby to 
secure and establish a firm tide, for even a part of 
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your purchase is an object highly important and inter- 
esting to you, as well as to all who are associated 
with you. This, you know, can be effected ujwn the 
completion of our second payment, but not before ; 
and many of those Avho have an interest in the tract 
are almost daily troubling me with their inquiries 
about the number and sum of certiflcatcs on hand for 
the next payment, when the payment, is to be made, 
and we obtain a deed, etc. ; to all which questions 
I cannot, while I adhere to the truth iuid am ignorant 
of the collecdons made by you for the purpose, give 
anv satisfacton' answer. I ver\' early foresaw the 
rise of public securities, and advised you of its prob- 
ability by letter ; as soon as their appreciation com- 
menced, I took care to write again and give you 
notice of the fact, in order that you might take imme- 
diate measures to vest in certificates the specie you 
had received for lands, and to raise their price if you 
continued your sales in specie. Since my last letter, 
their rise has been great and rapid, insomuch, that 
they were sold at 9'|o on the pound for the principal 
only. They have since fallen again to 7"|6, but it is 
expected that they will soon get up to 8"|o or 8*|6. 
Much will depend upon the decisions of Congress 
upon the report of Col. Hamilton, the Secretarj'' of 
tlie Treasury, on the subject of the public debt and 
public credit. At any rate, I do not think they \vill 
be lower dian they are at present, and I should cer- 
tainly advise you to place the moneys you may have 
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collected in the hands of some friend, if you have not 
alread}^ done it, with instructions to take advantage of 
an}* sudden fall like the present, and make a purchase 
for vou. 

^* I have not failed to acquaint you of the failure in 
payment on the part of ever}' person who entered into 
contract with you for lands, the small sum excepted, 
which was paid me by Mr. Gano, for which I gave 
him* a receipt. You will therefore, readily be con- 
Annced how almost entirely we rely on your exertions 
and collections to prepare for tliait payment which is to 
obtain us our title. 

•* We flatter ourselves that the population of your 
tract ii\ill be greatly promoted from the opinion of 
securit}' and protection occasioned by the erection of 
fortresses and the station of troops upon it, but we 
have received, as yet, no kind of information from you 
or any gendeman with you, as to the success in that 
point so material to a new setdcment, occasioned by 
those fortunate events. I spared no pains, I neglected 
no opportunit}', either when in Congress or since, to 
impress upon the Secretin}' of War an opinion of the 
propriet}-, convenience and utilit}* of making the 
Miami tract the principal post and the station of the 
main body or the resen'e of the troops, until at lengtii 
be promised that it should be so, which he has since 
caused to be done. I entreat you, as well for your 
own sake and that of your associates in purchase, as 
for the sake of verif}'ing what I have held out as 
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inducements to bring about this measure, to do every 
tiling in your power to make the General and Gover- 
nor (if he is there) contented with their posidon, and 
to convince them that no other disposition of the troops 
will be so favorable for protecting the country, and for 
answering the purposes for which they were raised 
and stationed on Uie frontiers. 

•* I acquainted you of the attempts made in Con- 
gress, at their last sitting, to open an office for the sale 
of lands in the western country, and of the difficulty 
of getting it deferred until the present sitting. The 
proposition will shortly be renewed, as Congress is 
now in session, and I am pretty well persuaded that it 
will succeed, by which means there will arise a very 
great competition with you in the market of lands. 
This consideration will suggest to you the policy and 
expediency of proceeding as rapidly in your sales as 
possible, and of continuing the prices so low as to 
encourage purchasers to engage with you before they 
can hear what is in contemplation with respect to those 
lands for which no contracts have yet been made by 
any individuals or companies. Seven and six pence 
and even six and three pence will be considered too 
high in certificates at their present enhanced value, 
and I trust you will be of opinion with me, when you 
reflect upon the probability of competition which I 
have just mentioned, and upon the importance of our 
gaining a proper tide by deed, that it would be clearly 
for your interest to place tlie price of so much of your 
20 
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unsold lands as will amount to the second payment, 
at what they cost you, provided you can not immedi- 
ately sell a sufficiency of them at a higher rate. This, 
however, does not admit of the least delay, for the 
moment the bill for establishing the land office is 
passed and made known, you may bid adieu to any 
further disposal of your lands on the terms of, and 
under your contract.** 

From a letter of Dayton to Symmes, dated March 
i6, 1790: 

'* The favorable terms in which Mr. Williams has 
spoken of you, and tlie flattering report which he has 
made of the fertility of the soil and the goodness of 
the land within your purchase, will induce a number 
of persons to go out thither in the course of tlie season 
who would not otherwise have done it.** 

From another, of same to same, dated March 20, 
1790: 

'*Mr. Kibbey has paid some certificates on account 
of his land which he contracted for in the fifth range, 
and means veiy soon to pay the rest. ♦ ♦ ♦ 
******* I should not 
do him jusdce if I did not say that he has taken great 
pains to contradict every bad report respecting your 
management on the tract, and speaks of you in tlie 
highest terms of commendadon.'* 
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No. 8. 

EttablKhment of new itation»-Succ«|lo''» a. to management of 
attain of the Purchaie— Indiani troubleiomc m Kentucky. 

" Lexington, April 30, 1790. 
" Dear Sir :— Eleven days past I left Miami on a 
visit to my daughter, Mrs. Short, who lives at this place. 
Here I met with Captain John Ilowel, wl\o sets out im- 
mediately for Jersey. By him, therefore, I forward a 
line to you communicatinjj the state of affairs at 
Miami. We have established tliree new stations some 
distance up in the countrj'. One is twelve miles up 
tlie Big Miami, the second is five miles up Mill Creek, 
and the third is nine miles back in the country from 
Columbia. These all flourish well. A lad looking 
for cows, was captivated by the Indians a few weeks 
ago at die Mill Creek station; other\vi8e not the 
smallest mischief has been done to any, except we 
count the firing by the Indians on our people, mischief, 
for tliere have been some instances of that, but they 
did no hurt. We have parted with all the fiftj' dona- 
tion lots around the city, and I think it highly incum- 
bent on the proprietors to add one fifty more thereto, 
as people being refused out-lots when they apply, go 
directly up to the back stations, where tiiey are sure 
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to have them. The proprietors will do well to let me 
give away about thirty five-acre lots at South Bend, 
as it is fifteen miles from Citicinnata to North Bend, 
which distance affords a crossing place for llic Indians 
between, which tends ver)' much to lead them down 
thFou<;h the I'urchiuse in tlieir w.i}' to Kentucky, with 
a view of stealing horses. At all the settlements 
collectively, wc shall phiut about a thouiumd acres of 
com Uiis year, so that emiyranta from jersey next fall 
may be abundantly .supplied widi bread. The lands in 
the reserved township are held at much too high a 
price. Not a foot of the land beyond the fivi>acre 
lots will sell. Five shillings sjK'cie is the utmost they 
aWU bring, or two dollars in certificates, and lliey will 
rarely sell at that. I must enjohi it on the proprietors 
to send out some of their body with discretionary- 
powers to act for the good o( the whole without being 
subject to subsequent control by the proprietors, for 
you can not conceive the cHsorders that have been 
occasioned by breaking up the old \'illage of North 
Bend to make room for the city. Some have left the 
town ofiended at the measure, while others arc quar- 
relling about the use of the cleared land which wiis 
opened last year. Captain John Brown fenced one 
of these lots in order to sow it with hemp, but the 
same night his fence was all burnt and laid in ruins. 
He charges Daniel Card and Peter Keen ^vith the 
fact. I wrote you by my ncphc%v, which I suppose 
you have received. I shall soon write more fully, as 
I set out for Miami to-morrow or next day. 
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.. I intend soon to apply to the President for leave 
of absence for afew months, as I find it will bo proper 
for me to go to New York in the course of the year. 
The Indians are beyond measure troublesome through- 
out Kentucky. They have destroyed Major Doughty 
and a party of t>oops on the Tennessee. If the 
President knew of half the murde.-s they commit he 
surely would rouse in indignation and dash those bar- 
barians to some otlier clime. I beg my best respects 
to all friends in Elizabeth, and have the honor to be. 
sir, with much esteem, 

"Your most obedient, humble servant, 

"John C. Svmmes, 
"Capt. Dayton." 
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No. 9. 

the io,er«u if .hi &„Teme„T "'"•^*'««"'« «<'^i«'Wc for 

"Falu* of tub Ohio, May 28, 1790. 
"In company with Judge Turner I am thus far 
my dejir wr, on my way to the Illinois. I ex,>cct to 
return m August. I shall then do my endeavor to 
^ge my business so as to come to Jersey. I left 
Aorth Bend, the day before yesterday. Things were 
prosperous, considering the mischief done there this 
«pnng by the Indians. Tl,ey plant considerable 
com, though much more would have been planted if 
no mischief had been done. Manv fled on those 
occas.ons_tAvo men have been killed. Tl,e Indians 
are univen«,Ily hostile and the contrar^• opinion is ill- 
founded. We run no small risk in m.r tour to the 
Kaskaskias, but our duty calls us and we must go 
though we shall be Uiere in a ver^- hot season. ' 

" I beg, sir, that you will endeavor to prevail with 
the proprietors to send out t^vo men of Aeir number, 
in whose judgment and activ% you can confide, who. 
m conjunction with those few proprietors on the 
ground, may have a discretionary power vested in 
them to order and direct the welfare of the town as 
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to them may seem proper. .One hundred lots at 
North Bendy instead of fifty, ought to be given gratis ; 
one hundred and fifty acres at South Bend should by 
all means be given to the first thirty men who will 
settle on the land so given; three hundred acres 
ought also to be given to the first thirtj- men who will 
settle within two or three miles of the extreme north- 
east comer of the reserved township. These steps 
will raise the value of the lands in the reserved to\Mi- 
ship. These matters must be attended to. As there are 
no forfeitures in the reserved township, it will be neces- 
sary to invite settlers by other advantageous offers. 
And while settlers are hovering along the Ohio's 
banks, fearful to go farther back into the countr}'*, 
we should embrace the opportunity to settle our town- 
ship well. For when it is once safe for setders to go 
so far back as the level countr}", which is much more 
inviting, we shall find it difHcult to persuade them to 
stop with us. Now, is therefore, the time to prevail 
with them to accept the fee of a small spot — they will 
afterwards hardly leave it ; 5 1 o specie per acre is the 
extent of price at which you must hold the land beyond 
the five-acre lots. Pra}' send on carpenters and tools, 
as there are very few here. 

•* I have not one moment more to add ; tlie Major 
(Doughty) is waiting in his barge for this. 

** Dear sir, farewell, 

•*Jno. C. Swimes." 

«• Capt. Dayton. 
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No. lO. 

le Judicial Circuit to Illinois— Depreciation of the Currency and 
Hiffh Prices— Condition of thin^ at North Bcntl, Supplies Short 

and InhabitantsDiscontented— Recommendation of Needful Policy 
to the Proprietary. ' 

"Falls of the Ohio, June i, 1790. 
•• My Dear Sir :— Enclosed, you have the appli- 
cation of General Harmar and the other officers of the 
first regiment of the troops of the United States for 
their bounty of land in our militar}' range. It may, 
perhaps, be of advantage to us to have the military 
gentlemen interested in the purchase, if, therefore, 
there is still room for their claims, I hope you will ad- 
mit them. I wrote you hist week by Major Doughty, 
who was going up the Ohio. Judge Turner and 
mj-self are still detained at this place, waiting supplies 
for the detachment that goes with us to Kaskaskias, 
though I hope we shall be able to sail to-morrow, 
as wc have no time to waste, lest the Governor should 
have left the Illinois country before we reach it, and 
then our tour will be useless in a great measure. I ex- 
pect to reascend the Ohio in August, or, perhaps, we 
shall come across the country by land, to this place. I 
expect this will be a veiy expensive trip to us, as 
Major Doughty informs me that money is of a verv 
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depreciated value, every article of sustenance being 
about three prices to the Philadelphia or New York 
markets, and some articles arc five and six prices. I 
am under some apprehensions that the settlement at 
North Bend will sustain considerable inconvenience 
from my going abroad, so many of the inhabitants are 
destitute of supplies of bread, and they had no resort 
for succor but to my assistance. I made a point of it 
to furnish cvcrv one who was in want, either with 
meal, corn, or flour, and when I had not those articles 
to spare, I lent them money to go abroad and pur- 
chase — this had kept the village pretty well together, 
but I fear by the time I return I shall find some gone 
with their families into Kentuckv. Could I have 
avoided the tour consistently with my duty, I should 
have been glad to have done it for the present. Mr. 
Ludlow and Mr. Gano have not vet surveved anv of 
the military ranM, and thcv will now find it ditFicult 
to do, so rank are the weeds and grass grown, and the 
leaves' of the trees so very thick. I depend, sir, on 
vour sellin*' the land which Mr. Slelle talked of 
purchasing, and shall not sell a foot thereof myself, 
unless you inform me that it will not sell with you. If 
you make partial sales thereof, agree with the pur- 
chasers to take it fair bv tiers of secdons, cither from 
east to west, or from north to south, and not to pick 
single sections here and there throughout the whole. 
As to the quality of soil and convenience of water (the 

banks of Miami excepted) J do not learn that tliere 
21 
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is any preference. Keeping the unsold land in a body 
ia an object that we must pay attention to, as I find 
that when sections are taken here and there, one in a 
to%\'nship, purchasers suspect that all the best are 
located, and they will not even purchase the remain- 
ing sections, nor so much as go to view them, so fully 
persuaded are they that all the best of the township is 
gutted out. I think it of the utmost importance to tlie 
proprietors that the}' send out some of their number, 
with full discredonar}' powers, to do what they think 
proper with the rcsen'ed township, either to sell at the 
price they agree, to rent for a term as they may find 
tenants, or to make what donations they please, so as, 
in tlieir opinion, their measures shall contribute to the 
good of the whole. A village should, b}*' all means, 
be established at South Bond, and another toward 
the northeast comer of tlie resen-ed township, and a 
third would be of great use on that piece of ground 
on the Miami .where I proposed building the cit}% and 
if a long term was given to people who would settle 
at the old fort on the point, it would be of great 
adx-antage, and they would open a considerable body 
of land, which would be an addition to the manor 
when tlieir lease was out. If opportunity presents, I 
wiJl >^Tite you from tlie Illinois, and am, dear sir, with 
evei^" sendment of respect, 

** Yours, 

••John C. Svmm£s. 
"JoNA. Da^tox, Esq^'* 



No, II. Extract. 

Harmar'f Defeat and iu Resultt — Success of Hamtramach on the 
Wabash. 

•« CnsciNNATA, Nov. 4, 1790. 
••Dear Sir:— I had scarcely reached the pur- 
chase before I had the pleasure of receiving your 
favor by Mr. Miller. From Louisville, on my way 
up the Ohio, I took my route tlirough Kentucky and 
spent a few weeks with my daughter, in Lexington, 
which made it late in the year before I reached home. 
General Knox has been right in his conjecture of my 
not being able to leave the territor}' this season. I am 
now with Governor St. Clair and Judge Turner at 
tliis place on the subject of legislating for the territory, 
and must yet consume several weeks more on that 
business. Yesterday General Harmar returned with 
the army to this town. He has caused several Indian 
towns to be burned, but for this achievment wie have 
paid much too dear. One hundred and eighty brave 
men were left dead and wounded in the hands 
of tlie enemy. But I choose to say very litde on 
this business. We were beaten in detail in two 
actions— in the first, we had not above two hundred 
men engaged, in the second^ abowSw Assess. ^^^c^caSss^ 
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of our men fought The main army lay within eight 
or ten miles of botli actionsy and to me it is mysterious 
that in neither, was any attempt made to regain 
the ground and bur}' tlie dead and bring oflf tlie 
wounded. But, perhaps, the whole business may be 
set right to the public when official letters and accounts 
are published. 

We have lost about five hundred horses. The 
army was extremely well supplied. Upward of forty 
bullocks were brought back to this town, and twelve 
thousand weight of flour, though the horse of the 
army had been fed with flour on the retreat. Many 
persons are much mortified at the issue of the expe- 
dition, as the most sanguine expectiitions were formed 
of the success of the enterprise. We have no 
accounts as yet from Major Hamtramach, who com- 
manded a detachment up the Wabash river. I confess 
I am under some apprehensions for his safety. I ob« 
serve the rise of certificates, but, in my opinion, they 
%\'ill not long maintain their present credit, for they are 
sdll but paper— howe\'er, I shall endeavor to guard 
m3*self against the mischief as well as I can in the 
future, though I belie\'e I shall suffer by a few sales 
for specie. It is impossible to describe the lands over 
which the army passed on their way to tlie Indian 
towns. I am told that they are inviting to a charm. 
This being the case, I conceive the lands in the 
purchase will sell, even though Congress open a land 
officey unless they sell at a very low price and suffer 
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their lands to be gutted of all the most eligible spots 
and situations. I only ask one favor in this business, 
which is, that Congress will not charge me more for 
lands than they do purchasers, when they open their 
land office, either in specie or certificates. This cer- 
tainly will be but just, and what I hope they never 
will tliink of refusing. 

Never had been fairer prospects of speedy sales 
and settlement of lands in the purchase, than were 
about the time the army marched. Great numbers 
were arranging their business to emigrate from Ken- 
tucky and the Pittsburgh countrjs but the strokes our 
army has got seem to fall like a blight upon die pros- 
pect, and for the present seem to appal every counte- 
nance. I confess that as to myself, I do not appre- 
hend that we shall be in a worse situation with regard 
to the Indians than before the repulse. What the 
Indians could do before, they did ; and they have now 
about one hundred less of their warriors to annoy us 
with, than they had before the two actions ; besides, it 
will give them some employment this winter to build 
up new cabins, and repair by hunting, the loss of their 
com. Your acquaintance, Mr. Miller, informed me 
this day that he likes the country so well that he 
intends to return for his family. 

** I hope, sir, you will do your endeavor to dissi- 
pate the fears which some intended emigrants in 
Jersey may feel on account of our late losses. I 
pledge myself to them, that they tsaan V^ ^^^f^^^^^^^ 
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safe here as to their wives and children. All men, to 
be sure, are, and must be more or less exposed when 
abroad. Last week, in attempting to go from North 
Bend to Capt. Ludlow*s station, I got lost, and was 
two days in the woods alone, and at last found myself 
near Dunlap^s station, on the big Miami. The 
weather was very dark and rainy all the while. I 
escaped the Indians, but the wolves had nearly de- 
voured me in the night, as I could make no fire. 
I expect this incident will give fresh occasion to some 
to report that the Indians have got mc, as some people 
went from this for Lexington wliile I was missing. 

But for the repulse of our army, I should have had 
several new stations advanced farther into the purchase 
by next spring, but I shall now be ver}- happy if we 
are able to maintain the three advanced stations. The 
setders at tliem are very much alarmed at their 
situation, though I do not think that the houses will 
be attacked at those stations, yet I am much con- 
cerned for the safct}'' of tiie men while at their work, 
hunting, and traveling Unless the President follows 
his blow with the Indians, I believe the hundred 
thousand pounds (if so much), expended in the late 
expedition may be set down as lost. I hope his ex- 
cellency will be sensible of this, and have at them 
again in the spring. I expect that the panic running 
through this country will reach Jersey and deter many. 
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1 wsh Col. Spencer may be set out before the bad 

news reaches him. 

• • I am wth much respect, sir, yours, 

" Capt. DA^Tox." " John C. Symmes. 

♦♦ CiNciNNATA, 6th Nov. 1 79©. 
» Before sealing. I will just add, that last evening 
a rcixjrt was brought to this town from Lcxmgton 
that Major Hamtramach, on the Wabash expedition, 
had returned either to the town of Vincenncs or the 
falls of the Ohio, and that he had destroyed all the 
Weahtenah towns, with the loss of three men only, 
who were taken while they were hunting up the.r 
pack-horscs-thc Indians flying before them on everj- 
quarter, gave no opportunity of fighting them, they 
not choosing to attack the main body, no detachments 
having been madc-this rests on report only. If 
Major Hamtramach has been thus successful, I thmk 
^ve have a pretty gooda>rospect of some quiet from the 
Indians. Thev ceruiinly must feel sensibly for the loss 
of so many to;vns and so much com in different parts 
of their countrj'. One consequence I dread, wh.ch I 
fear will work us injuo' in future attempts agamst the 
Indians. A most bitter jealousy and reviling has taken 
place between the regular troops and the m.hua, and 
this is not confined to the privates alone. I fear a flame 
of abuse will ere long break out. As I was not on the 
expedition, I cannot judge betNveen d»em, but I much 
fear the effects thereof. I am, dear sir, yours, 
"Capt. Dayton. v* 
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No. 12. Extract. 

HoWcr^of the Muskingum and Afiami granU faroreil by a delay of pro- 
poMrd meaitiires in Congress for ihc sale of Wesieni lands-iurious 
feature in the o|Krralion of the fundin^r Rystem u}>on the public debt ; 
naynients for lands jHmibly thereby somewhat facilitated— Indian 
hoslilities delaying the work of the Government surreyors— New 
cxpc<litioa in pre|>aration a^pinst the Indians. 

Dayton to Symmes. 

**ELi;5AnKTiiTowx, March 12, 1791, 
** Dear Sir— Tlie times for which the first Con- 
gress were chosen expired on the third instjint, and 
on that day they accordingly adjourned sine die. 
The new Congress are not to meet before the fourth 
Monday in October, and as no hiw has vet been 
passed for the ssde of llie Western lands, it is now 
certain that no aheration in that respect can take 
place before next winter. The House of Repre- 
scntotives did originate and pjiss. a bill for the puri^osc, 
in which they fixed the price of the lands at twenty- 
five cents per acre, but the Senate thought proixjr to 
postpone It until next session, which is the same in 
effect as negativing it, as it must; then pass the Repre- 
sentatives again before it can become a law. The 
New England contract at the Muskingum and yours 
at the Miamis stand on precisely the same footing as 
heretofore in point of price and terms, but are in one 
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instance more favorably circumstanced, inasmuch as 
there is no power lodged with any person in the 
recess of Congress to make contracts on behalf of 
Government with any individuals who may be dis- 
posed to buy out of either of your tracts. This cir- 
cumstance will, I presume, occasion more frequent 
applications and better opportunities for selling your 
lands, of which I hope you will avjiil yourself. After 
die land ollice bill was sent up to the Senate, where it 
was expected it would be immediately agreed to, I 
thought proper, at the earnest request of Major Stites 
(who wished us to be the first in applying and con- 
tracting under the new law for the narrow strip on 
which he and his sissociates had settled at the mouth 
of the Little Miami) to go to Philadelphia, iis well 
with a view to negotiate that business for the quiet 
and satisfaction of the settlers at Columbia, as to 
obtain for you the same terms as might be oftered 
to those who might hereafter become purchasers, 
which it seemed to me to be highly reasonable you 
should have, notwitiistanding your contract with the 
Board of Treasurv. Major Stites can inform vou that 
after our arrival at Philadelphia, and finding Uiat the 
bill was not passed, nor any certainty of its being 
soon done, we tiiought it advisable to return, having 
first had an interview and conference witii the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury who gave us every assurance 
and satisfaction that we could expect or wish. 



21 



dXCZNKATl'g BBGOnONGS. 

" The public debt, in consequence of the funding 
system estabUshed by Congress, is just now curiously 
modified and shaped. If an individual presents a 
single certificate of any kind, (be it ever so small), 
three certificates will issue in its place, one bearing 
an interest of six per cent, from the present time, an- 
other bearing a like interest from 1801, and a third on 
present interest of three per cent. Their prices are 
as various as their tenor, some selling at -i 7 1 o, some at 
•15 |o, and the two kinds last mentioned at "plo and 
•8 1 6, although it is supposed that every kind will, by 
the ne.vt Congress, be made receivable for lands- 
even the three per cents, which in price will probably 
never much exceed '9 |o. With the present prospects 
before us, therefore, I conceive it safer (than I did 
last summer and fall) for you to sell your lands at a 
third of a doUar per acre in specie, as tlie change 
taking place in the certificates and the lowness of the 
price of some of them wiU facilitate your payments 
very considerably, and probably prevent your losing 
b>' your spede contracts. It is my earnest advice to 
you to take die first good opportunity for transmitting 
the cash which you can conveniently spare, or good 
WUs and drafts on the Treasury, to some of your 
iHends in tiiis quarter, to be vested in such species of 
. the public stock as will be least likely to fall in value, 
and will be producing a continual interest until you 
are caUed upon for the second payment, and be most 
Kkdy to become receivable in such payment. By 
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the copy of our contract, which I transmitted you, you 
will perceive that the second payment will not be 
due until the tract has been surveyed under the 
authority of Congress, and a map or plat of such sur- 
vey delivered to us. As the hostilities threatened and 
practising daily by the Indians make it very uncertain 
when Uie surveyors can securely run out the land, 
and the second payment be demanded, I should think 
It the more advisable for you to turn your specie 
(instead of letting it lie dead) into a more productive 
property. I am not led to give you this advice by 
any wish or view to have the handling of your money, 
but by a persuasion that, as your friend, and most 
especially as your agent, it is my duty to advise you 
of every opening that may occur for promoting your 
interest, particularh' where it respects the objects of 
mv ajjencv. 

'* I was vesterdav in companv with two members 
of the late Congress, who were returning to their 
homes from Philadelphia. They informed me that 
the President of the United States was specially 
authorized by Congress, just before they adjourned, 
to set on foot another exj^edition against the hostile 
Indians with as little delay ay possible, but that it was 
not yet known whom he would appoint to command 
it. This was pleasing information to me, and will 
doubtless be as much, or more so, to you, who are 
more immediately exposed to the approaches of the 
savages, who were rather enraged and eaoQ«s»s;s^^ 
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-tiian quieted and subdued by the event of the late ex- 
pedition. It is not doubted that the one now planning 
A^vill be an eflfectual and decisive one, and so successful 
in its operation and consequences as to establish the 
quiet and safet}" of j-our settlements and place you out 
of all danger of any serious interruption or disturbance 
in future. I hope you will so arrange and regulate 
your business in the West as to admit of your being 
M-itli us next winter, or spring, at farthest, by which 
time some measures will doubtless be adopted with 
regard to tlic lands over the Ohio, by the new Con- 
gress, which may render your presence here highly 
useful and, perhaps, really necessary. 
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No. 13. 

Boundaries and Extent of the Miami Purchase — Controversies be- 
tween St. Clair and Synimcs. 

"CiNCiNNATA, May 26, 1 791. 

"Gkxtlemen : — By Doctor Bumct, I do myself the 
honor of forwarding to you copies of some late com- 
municadons between Governor St. Clair and myself, 
wherein you will see that the Miami purchase is the 
subject. His Excellency's letter was unexpected, 
mine hastily written, and, of course, not so well done 
as a little more time would have enabled me to do it. 
I am glad, however, that his Excellency has intro- 
duced the subject, for I hope it will tend to remove the 
sdgma that has always oi^rated against me in this 
countiy, viz : the report that part of the lands between 
tl\e two Miamis wiis not included in my purchase. I 
shall pursue the subject with the Governor, and, as I 
expect, he will reix)rt to the President, or to some of 
his ministers, all my communications, it will be ojien- 
ing for me a door to be heard by Congress, to whose 
jusdce I have long wished to appeal. 

** It is of vast importance to me to have the secoacL 
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contract vacated and the first established. I, there- 
fore, intend doing myself the justice, next winter, of 
attending at Philadelphia, in order to solicit this busi- 
ness witli the United States. 

•• The rear of the lands included in the first contract 
will readily sell, should we be so happy as to give the 
Indians a defeat this season. But besides losing nearly 
one-third of our front on the Ohio, the second con- 
tract embraces more lands than I wish, the northern 
half of which is a dead level, wet and poor sunken 
soil. By establishing the first contract, the second 
payment is already nearly made, for I do not believe 
there will be found much more than five hundred 
thousand acres, included within the limits of the first 
contract, after deducting re8cr\'ed sections — ^but this 

information, gentlemen, I beg you will not divulge 

it may, perhaps, militate against the esUblishment of 
what I wish. I shall do myself the honor of trans- 
mitting to you, as early as possible, whatever passes 
further between Governor St. Clair and me on this 
subject, and I flatter myself, gentlemen, that I may, 
with propriety, presume upon your friendship and 
assistance, as well on the floor of Congress as else- 
where, in effecting a reverse of the second contract, 
and that llie first in its turn may be preferred by both 
houses of Congress or the ministers of the nation who 
maj' have cognizance thereof. 

*• Capt. John Brown has sold out here and is com- 
ing to Jersey in the course of the summer. He will 
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furnish me a good conveyance of further dispatches 
to you. I have tlie honor to be, with every s^ti- 
ment of respect, gentlemen, 

** Your most obedient humble servant, 

** John C. Symmbs. 
**The HoNs. EuAs Boudinot and 
Jonathan Dayton." 



1 



No. 14. 

Controversies and Other Matters— Cincinnati or Cincinnata— Indians 
Troublesome— Sales of Lands thereby Aflfectcd— Denman in Quest 
of Certificates. 

North Bend, June 19, lypi, 
Mv Dear Sir :«— As Capt. Brown leaves this place 
in a day or two, for Kentucky, and is not yet deter- 
mined whether he will or will not proceed to Jei*sey 
before his return to the purchase, I can not let slip the 
occasion, lest he should proceed to Jersey and have no 
letter from me for you. I have employed, for some 
days past, all the time I could spare from the subject 
of our laws (which demand dispatch, as Judge Turner 
sets out soon for Philadelphia, and then our Legis- 
lature is broken), in preparing my second reply to the 
letter of Governor St. Clair, of the 23d of last month, 
a copy of which, with my first answer thereto, I had 
the honor of transmitting to you and the Hon. Mr. 
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Boudinoty by Doctor Buraet, who, I hope, has nearly 
reached home by this time. I sliall likewise enclose 
to you and Doctor Boudinot copic.'s of my second 
communications to Governor St. Clair, on the same 
subject, by the fif|(yc>pportunity that presents after I 
have concluded ditai. Give me leave, sir, to con- 
gratulate 3'ou on your appointment again to Congress. 
I hear that General Dickenson and Mr. Rutherford 
are in Senate, Doctor Boudinot, Mr. Clark, Mr. 
Ketchel, and yourself in the House of Representatives. 
I ha^'e not heard who are the new members from the 
other States. Your favor of the 1 2th March last, I 
had the pleasure of receiving the day before yesterday. 
Major Sdtes came without it, nor do I know how it was 
handed on ; some stranger brought it to Cincinnata. 
Having mendoned Cincinnata, I bog, sir, you will in- 
quire of the literati in Jersey whether Cincinnata or 
Cincinnad be most proj^er. The design I had in giving 
that name to the place was in honor of the order of the 
Cincinnad, and to denote the chief place of their resi- 
dence ; and, so far as my little acquaintance with cases 
and genders extends, I think the name of a town 
should terminate in the feminine gender where it is not 
perfecUy neuter. Cincinnad is the title of the order of 
knighthood, and can not, I. think, be the place where 
the knights of the order dwell. I have frequent com- 
bats in this country on the subject, because most men 
spell the place with //, when I always do with /a. 
Please to set me right if I am wrong. You have your 
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Witherspoons and Smiths, and indeed abound in 
characters in whose decision I shall fully acquiesce. 

"Although it may seem at present, as you suppose, 
sir, a fair opportunity for selling Miami lands, yet so 
gready troublesome have the Indians been since Uic 
last fall's expedition as to arrest that business alto- 
gether, for lands at any distance from die Ohio. The 
Indians kill people so frequcndy Uiat none dare sdr 
into die woods to view die countr}', and people will 
not purchase at a venture as formerly. 

** With regard, sir, to the ten sections which you 
have drawn for me in die diird range, diough the 
lands are immensely fine by all accounts, yet, as my 
chief object is to make provision for the second pay- 
ment, I shall be glad to part with them in order to 
replace my certificates. It will not, therefore, suit 
me so well to exchange them for other lands as to sell 
diem. I beg, sir, diat after you have taken what you 
wish of them for yourself, you will be so good as to 
sell the residue to Mr. Wade at the price he proposes, 
which is to indemnify me what diey have cost, and 
add one shilling per acre thereto. This, I under- 
stand, is to replace the principal, s|o per acre with 
such certificates as may have tiirce years interest due 
on diem, as that time has elapsed since the certificates 
were paid by me, and I lay out of the interest — and 
1 1 o per acre as a premium for such excellent lands 
being had with certainty— and also pay the surveying 
and office fees, as you have ordered, in the military 
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range. This will bring the price to something like 
what it ought to be, and for which lands not half so 
good have been selling. I should have been glad to 
trade with you for your half propriety and section on 
the Ohio, but my business is not to buy lands, but to 
sell. I tliink it likely, however, that you may sell 
your propriety to Captain Brown ; he has sold his, 
\\i\h improvements, for £300, and talks of purchasing 
again in Jersey. 

** I tliank you kindly, my dear sir, for the hint you 
arc pleased to give me of purchasing public securities, 
and shall avail mvself thereof in the best manner I 
can in this countr}'. But as I shall set out myself im- 
mediately after the circuit court for this county rises, 
which is in October next, and attend the circuit at 
Marietta in November, then proceed with all expedi- 
tion up the Ohio for Wliclan, and so on to New 
Jersey, where I expect to eat my Christmas dinner, 
God willing, I shall defer any remittance for the 
present, that I may be with you in iKrson and confer 
on the most judicious measures to be Uiken relative to 
certificates. In the meantime, I shall learn what will 
be the probable success of the several excursions and 
expeditions into the Indian country, for on their 
success ver)' much depends witli respect to the pay- 
ments of the several contracts made in this country. 
If people see a chance of getting out into the purchase 
they will try to make payments, and not otherwise, as 
no one is compelled by law. I pray God, that you 
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may prove a tnie prophet with regard to the decision 
and effect of the campaign ; if so, I shall have pur- 
chasers innumerable, if Congress set me right as to 
the price I must pay them. But it is highly important 
to us to set aside, if we can, the second contract, as 
that carries us back into a country altogether inferior 
to what is embraced in the limits of the first. Every 
acre of the first will sell to advantage, and may be 
setdcd so soon as the Indians are subjugated, when 
all the rear of the second will not for near forty miles, 
if I ;fm informed rightly by Colonel Connelly, who 
travelled through it in 1 788. With regard to the cer- 
tificates on which Mr. Matth's Denman and Doctor 
Stanburv drew the interest at Trenton, it was a 
manauvre of theirs of which I confess I am ashamed 
that I suffered it to be done, and so I told Mr. Den- 
man and Stanbury at the time, and it was with the 
greatest reluctance that I ever let them have one cer- 
tificate for the purpose, but there was really no 
peace with Mr. Denman until I did. He teazed me 
wherever he saw me, and even followed me once to 
New York and examined all the certificates which I 
had on hand to find such as suited him. I told him 
that I was certain there would be a disturbance about 
the business, and that it was impossible but that the 
owners must become acquainted and dissatisfied with 
the measure. He urged that the purchasers who had 
paid them into my hands had thereby waived the 
benefit as to themselves of drawing the interest at tK^ 
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Jersey treasury, and he would take care that the 
interest should be ready for tliem when the time came 
for them to receive their indents. I do not remember 
of e\'cr receiving a shilling more of what tliey drew 
tlian six pounds. If eitlier the Doctor or Mr. Denman 
(for they acted as one) paid or advanced to mc more 
than this, they must have my receipts therefor, and 
can produce tliem, but I do not recollect a farthinir 
more, and believe tlic whole due yet, all to the six 
pounds, and it is no hardship on tliem now to pay the 
indents to the amount of the interest they drew.' 

**A boat is this moment waiting to take me to , 
Governor St. Clair, at Cincinnata, where we resume 
the business of legislation. I have now a good ofHce 
house, and shall, the moment I have leisure, take up 
all your letters and answer evexy thing in them that 
has hitherto been omitted by me. I beg, sir, that you 
will apologize to Doctor Boudinot and Esquire Marsh 
for my not WTiting to tliem ; I really have it not in my 
power, or I would have done it with the greatest 
pleasure. I will give myself that honor shortly. 
Present them with my best respects, and please to 
make my respectful compliments to all my acquaint- 
ances in Elizabethtown — I hope to spend the whole 
of next winter with them, and other friends in Jersey — 
and believe me to be, with every sendment of friend- 
skip and esteem, sir, 

** Your humble servant, 

•*Jno. C. Sym2^ibs. 
•« Hon. Capt. Dayton.'* 
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No. 15. Extract. 

Controversies with St. Clair — Instance of Tyrannical Exercise of his 
Military Authority — Iniperiousne)»s of Officers of Regular Troops- 
Expeditions into the Indian Country — Scott, Edwards, Wilkin&on 
— St. Clair*s Preparations for his Campaign — His Anecdote of the 
Dutch Deputation — Proposed General Reduction of Prices of Land 
by Government Likely to Result Unfairly for Miami and Ohio 
Co. Purcljasers, 

North Bend, August 15, 1791. 
Dear Sir:— ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 
* * * * By Doctor Burnet, I furnished 
you with a prelude to the disagreeable discussion that 
has taken place this summer between Governor St. 
Clair and myself, on the subject of the residue of the 
lands between the two Miamis not included in the 
second contract. He starts the subject as though he 
had lately made a notable discover}' of a conspiracy 
against the United States, and pursues it with all that 
fervor and zeal which he might do if the lands had 
been taken possession of b}' a colony from Detroit, 
under the auspices of the Bridsh Government. By 
the contents of the packet which I have the honor to 
address to Mr. Boudinot and yourself, by Judge Tur- 
ner, who is soon to leave the purchase for Phila- 
delphia, you will see how matters stand on both sides 
as far as we have gone in our correspondence. I am, 
however, preparing an answer to his letters of the 
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1 2th and 14th of last month, and his proclamation of 
the 19th, but have been so hurried with other business, 
some in the legislative way, wiUi some attention to 
my domestic concerns in tiie way of liusbandry, tliat 
I have not been able to finish it to my mind. Indeed, 
I hesitated for several weeks, and still do in some 
measure, whether I ought to make any reply to Uiem 
at all or not. So dogmatic are his assertions that he 
will not give himself the trouble of wcigliing in die 
scale of reason and just inference, die truUi or pro- 
priet)' of my arguments, and it is impossible to contend 
witli a man on the floor of reason, where your advcr- 
sarj- will not hear nor attempt to answer your propo- 
siUons, but sits arbiter himself in tlic dispute. 

"The Governor's proclamations have con\-ul»ed 
these setdements beyond your conception, sir, not only 
wth regard to the limits of the purchase, but also 
with respect to his putting part of the town of Cincin- 
nata under militarj- government. Nor do tlic jjcople 
find their subordinadon to martial law a very pleasant 
situation. A few days ago a ven- decent citizen, bv the 
name of Shaw, from New England (and one, too,\vho 
lived widi his family a considerable distance bovond 
the limits assigned by proclamation round Fort Wash- 
ington, for the exercise of die law martial), was put 
in irons, as I was yesterday credibly informed, his 
house burned by the militao', and he banished die 
temtoiy. I hear his charges are, diat of purchasing 
•ome of the soldiers' dodung, and advising in some 






desertions ; but of this he was no otherwise convicted 
(for he asserts his innocence), tlian by the soldier's 
accusation after he had deserted and been retiken« 
which he might possibly do in order to shift the blame 
in some degree from himself in hopes of more favor. 
There are, indeed, many other acts of a despotic com- 
plexion, such as some of the ofiicers, Capt. Armstrong, 
Capt. Kirkwood, Lieut. Pastures, and Ensign Schuy- 
ler, very recently, and Capt. Strong, Capt. Ford, Capt. 
Ashton, and Ensign Hartshorn, while General Ilar- 
mar commanded, beating and imprisoning citizens at 
their pleasure. But here, in justice to the ofiicers 
generally of the levies, I ought to observe that, as j'et, 
I have heard no complaint of any severity or wanton- 
ness in them. The violences of which I speak are 
found among the ofliccrs of the regular troops, who, 
in too many instances, are imperiously haught}% and 
evidently allect to look down on the ofliccrs of the 
levies. I hear there are several officers with their 
corps from Jersey arrived at headquarters, but I have 
not seen any of them, as I had left Cincinnata a day 
or two before their airival, and have not been there 
since. It really becomes a very unple:isant place to 
me, for I have always had something in my nature 
which was shocked at acts of t\Tannv, and when at 
that place, my eyes and ears are evciy day saluted 
with more or less of those acts which border hard on it. 
Mr. Boudinot informs me that Congress, in their last 
session, laid a duty on all distilled spirits. This may 
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be well enough ; but I wish that Congress hfid gone 
a little farther, and made it felony without benefit of 
clcrg}-, in all who should transport even the smallest 
quandty of any kind of wine over the Alleghany 
mountains — ^whcre is die difference, sir, between one 
tliousand strokes given a soldier, and one hundred 
strokes ten times repeated? Am I incoherent? Gen- 
eral Scott, about two months ago, with 700 men, made 
a successful excursion into the Indian countrj- on the 
Wabash. I understand he killed 20 or 30 Indians 
and made about forty squaws and children prisoners, 
who are now at Fort Washington. Gen. Scott had 
two or three men drowned and five or six slightly 
wounded, so that his loss was litde. Col. Edwards, 
also, from Kentucky, about a month ago, widi 400 
men, made another attempt on the Indians, supposed 
to be living on the Scioto, but the Indian towns which 
were their object, they found had been deserted since 
last fall, about the Ume of the army marching. Gen- 
eral Wilkinson is now out in die Indian countn' widi 
700 men. It is about twenty days since he left Cin- 
cinnata and marched north into the purchase. I know 
not his desdnadon — we hope he will be able to give a 
ver)- good account of his adventure on his return, but 
I am mistaken if he has not some serious business to 
go through. 

•* We learn nothing yet when die present army is 
to be put in modon. Tliey are encamped at Mr. 
Ludlow's station, five miles from Fort Washington, 
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on account of better food for the cattle, of which they 
have near one thousand head from Kentucky. Many 
and important are die preparations to be made pre- 
vious to their general movement. Not long since I 
made General St. Clair a tender of my services on 
die expedition. He replied ; * I am very willing you 
should go, sir, but, by God, you do not go as a Dutch 
deputy ! ' I answered that I did not then recollect die 
anecdote of the Dutch deputation to which he alluded. 
I lis Excellency replied: *The Dutch, in some of 
their wars, sent forth an army under the command of 
a general officer, but appointed a deputation of 
burghers to attend the general to the war, that they 
might advise him when to fight and when to decline 
it.' I inferred from diis that I should be considered 
by him rather as a spy upon his conduct than other- 
wise, and dierefore do not intend to go, though I 
should have been verj' happj'' to have seen the countrj* 
l>etween this and Sandusky. ♦ ♦ * ♦ 

♦ * * I have vet had no returns from 
Jersey, in answer to my lettei's, by Doctor Dumet, 
thoutrh it is now near three months since he left us. 
South Bend is pretty well established, but we have 
done nothing towards laying out a village at the north- 
east comer of the reser\'ed township. The inhabitants 
of the purchase are very much favored this summer 
in point of health. There arc few complaints of any 
Icind — rheumatisms are the chief. Provisions are 
extremely plenty ; com may be had ^^wCLs^^^^ssS^j^a- ^^s=s^ 



iRf 



Cincinnati's beginnings. 



APPENDIX. 



i8s 



lie well enough ; but I wish that Congress hfid gone 
ai little farther, and made it felony without benefit of 
^erg\% in all who should transport even the smallest 
<]uantit}' of any kind of wine over the Alleghany 
mountains — ^where is the difference, sir, between one 
thousand strokes given a soldier, and one hundred 
strokes ten times repeated? Am I incoherent? Gen- 
eral Scott, about two months ago, with 700 men, made 
51 successful excursion into the Indian countrv on the 
AVabash. I understand he killed 20 or 30 Indians 
sind made about forty squaws and children prisoners, 
>vho are now at Fort Washington. Gen. Scott had 
t^vo or three men drowned and five or six slightly 
vcounded, so that his loss was little. Col. Edwards, 
Also, from Kentucky, about a month ago, with 400 
men, made another attempt on the Indians, supposed 
to be li\nng on the Scioto, but the Indian towns which 
Avere their object, they found had been deserted since 
last fall, about the time of the army marching. Gen- 
eral Wilkinson is now out in the Indian countn- with 
700 men. It is about twenty days since he left Cin- 
dnnata and marched north into the purchase. I know 
aot his destin«ition — ^we hope he will be able to give a 
vei^- good account of his adventure on his return, but 
I am mistaken if he has not some serious business to 
go tlirough. 

•• We Icam nothing yet when the present army is 
to be put in motion. Tliey are encamped at Mr. 
Ludlow's station, five miles from Fort Washington, 
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on account of better food for the catde, of which they 
have near one thousand head from Kentucky. Many 
and important are the preparations to be made pre- 
vious to their general movement. Not long since I 
made General St. Clair a tender of my ser\nces on 
the expedition. He replied ; * I am very willing you 
should go, sir, but, by God, you do not go as a Dutch 
deputy I ' I answered that I did not then recollect the 
anecdote of the Dutch deputation to which he alluded. 
I lis Excellency replied: *The Dutch, in some of 
their wars, sent forth an army under die command of 
a general officer, but appointed a deputation of 
burghers to attend the general to the war, that they 
might advise him when to fight and when to decline 
it.' I inferred from this that I should be considered 
bj'- him rather as a spy upon his conduct than other- 
wise, and Uierefore do not intend to go, though I 
should have been ver}- happy to have seen the country 
bet>veen this and Sandusky. ♦ ♦ * ♦ 

♦ * * I have yet had no returns from 

Jersey, in answer to mj' letters, by Doctor Burnet, 
thoutrh it is now near three months since he left us. 
South Bend is pretty well established, but we have 
done noUiing towards laying out a village at the nortli- 
east comer of the reserved township. The inhabitants 
of the purchase are verj' much favored this summer 
in point of health. There are few complaints of any 
kind — rheumatisms are the chief. Provisions are 
extremely plenty ; com may be had at ColusKsfc^c^ ^ 
24 
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3|o cash per bushel ; wild meat is still had with little 
difficulty, and hogs are increasing in number at a 
great rate, so tliat I expect any quantity of pork may 
be had next killing time at 25 jo per hundred. We 
have not yet a supply of hom-catde ; dicrefore very 
litdc beef will be slaughtered. Here let me observe, 
sir, tliat people emigrating hidicr will do well to bring 
out their baggage by tlie labor of oxen. It would 
have been three hundred pounds saved to me if I had 
provided myself with ox teams in lieu of horses ; they 
are cheaper by one-half in tlie first purchase, not so 
much exposed to accidents, the Indians have never 
disturbed them in any instance (except in the attack 
on Colerain, when tlie enemy took all the cattle for 
the supply of their small army), and after long 
service diey are sdll of dioir original value. 

' •« You wish to know my prospects widi regard to 
die sale of lands. Wliy, wr, Uicy are not the most 
flattering at present. I perceive by your letters that 
you know pretty near die projwrtion between diose 
who purchase and pay, and diose who pretend to pur- 
chase but never pay. Should diere be an act of 
Congress for opening a land office, if they Uierein, or 
by any other act, reduce die price of die lands within 
the purchase to diat of those without, which surely 
would be no more dian right, there will be no doubt 
of our doing very well. But if they sell to odiers 
cheaper than we must pay, we shall not be able to sell 
at all. And whj*, sir, ought they not to allow our 
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money to be as good as that of future purdiasers? If 
they do (and if impartial dicy will), for every five 
shillings which we have paid we shall be entided and 
allowed to hold three acres. For I learn from die 
printed bill, as it passed in the House of Representa- 
tives, diat twenty cents was to be the price of tracts 
rising of 23,000 acres. Government will in diis case 
have also in addition the interest of our money for 
three years ; and still more may fairlj' be added in 
our favor, viz : diat by making the setdements on the 
Ohio at Muskingum and Miami ; in die former in- 
stance at the expense of the Ohio Company, and in 
the latter at the expense of a few individujUs — that of 
my own, if I may be allowed to mention it, in moving 
to this countrj', losses in horses and otiier kinds of 
property since my arrival, assistance given to numbers 
of star\'ing emigrants the iirst and second year, and 
in presents to die Indians during die ten nionlhs they 
visited us in a friendly manner, does not fall one 
farthing short of four thousand dollars in silver, that 
is gone forever ; but by which sacrifice a resi>ectable 
settlement has been effected, and a double estimatcxl 
value at least thereby added to the residue of die 
federal lands yet unsold, situate any where between 
the Great Miami and die Wabash — people have 
hereby been introduced into the country ; their fre- 
quent communications witii those yet remaining in the 
Adantic States, have served to remove in a great 
degree those horrid impressions created by die dis- 
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tance of situation, terror of Indians, and of starving 
in a wilderness, under which the great body of 
citizens labored at tlic time when those t?everal pur- 
chases were made. 

**And shall these considerations, sir, have no 
weight with Government in our favor? liut instead 
of favor, to which we are fairly entitled, arc we to 
suffer a real loss of pro]x»rty by bringing fonvard our 
cerdiicates at an early day in aid of Government and 
pushing forward to make settlements, when others 
more interestedly tardy, griped hard their ccrdficates, 
and less patriotically l)oId and adventurous to extend 
the empire of the United Suites and reclaim from 
savage men and beasts a country that may one day 
prove the brightest jewel in the regalia of the nation, 
sit quieU}' by their own firesides undl the United 
States, at an expense of half a million of dollars, 
have in a great degree subjugated the hostile Indians, 
and then step forth and seize the prize at one third of 
the prime cost of ours — is tliis what you call fair, sir? 

••September 17, 1791. 
*• Dear Sir — ^For more than a month has this letter 
been waidng for Judge Turner's arrival. The judge 
had promised to spend some da3's with me on his way 
to the falls of the Ohio ; early this morning lie arrived 
in a great huny to proceed, and I can hardly prevail 
with him to stay breakfast. Judge Turner and myself 
have been on very friendly terms since his arrival in the 
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territory and we became acquainted with each other. 
I, therefore, beg leave to recommend him to your 
particular attention, as I consider you both my par- 
ticular friends. 

*• Since writing the foregoing, I have received a 
letter from Mr. Jefferson. I enclose a copy to you 
and Mr. Boudinot, with my answer tiiereto. I must 
beg of you, sir, to unite with Mr Boudinot in support- 
ing my claim to Uie disputed lands, and delay the 
proceedings of Government thereon until my arrival, 
which, I exi^ect, will be early in December— unless 
you find Congress disix)sed to declare in favor of the 
first contract, in which case, the sooner it be done the 
better, as all are in suspense who are affected by the 
proclamation. 

** I have not time to add, (and hope to see you so 
soon as almost to render it unnecessary,) save that I 
am, in all things, 

** Your most devoted, humble servant, 

••John C. Svmmes. 

•* Hon. Jonathan Dayton." 
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No. 1 6. 

Commencement of St. Clair's March, and Establishment of Fort 
lIamihon« 

** North Bbnd, 17th Sept., 1791. 
•* Gentlemen — I beg that you will permit me to 
trouble you with the enclosed copies. You will be 
pleased to make such use of them as you may 
think proper. They arc to be considered as private 
communications, but if they can be of any service to 
me in the litigadon of boundary, or to the nation in 
any other point of view, you will use your pleasure in 
exhibiting them ; they are true copies. I Uiink I have 
been verj' indelicately treated by Governor St. Clair, 
in his letters and proclamation, and I am preparing a 
kind of retort, but want of time to finish it prevents 
my enclosing a copy. My short letter of the 24th 
August is preparator}' thereto. I believe I shall seal 
It in a few days, when I will forward a copy. The army 
has advanced twenty-five miles into the purchase, and 
by the best account of their situation which I have yet 
got, they are building a fort on Mr. Boudinot*8 land 
in the fourth range— -if not on that, it is in the diird 
or military range. I begin to despair of any thing 
important being done this campaign — ^tlie delays are 
amazing. Yesterday, a boat, with X20 barrels of 
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flour, attempted to ascend the Miami. This is extra- 
ordinary to me— at the best times so large a freight is 
not judicious, but now the Miami is low, 't is distrac- 
tion. In June, this ought to have been done in pe- 
rogues or large canoes of one ton or one and a half tons 
burden, it would then have succeeded. The Indians 
took off twenty horses in one night, this week, from the 
army. I hope the best, because no man is more inter- 
ested, but my hopes, I fear, will prove like Noah's 
raven. I have the honor to be, genUemen, most 

respectfully, your humble servant, 

John C. Symmbs. 

Hon. Mr. Boudinot and 
Capt. Dayton. 
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No. 17. 

St. CUur*i defeat and iu consequences — Major Zciglcr^Col. Wil* 
kioson— Symmes badly woundeu by a bullock* 

••NoRTii Bend, 17 January, 1792. 
•* My Dear Sir — In October I went up the river 
as far as Gallipolis* where we held the general court 
for the count}' of Washington. Not having any com- 
fortable way of going farther up tlie river, nor indeed 
any way at all except by paddling myself up in a 
canoe for 170 miles to Whelan — the private boat in 
which I went passenger to Gallipolis« being gone on to 
Pittsburgh — and having a good opportunity of re- 
turning to Miami in a boat descending the Ohio, I 
concluded to return home, take horse, ride through 
the mldcmesSy and proceed to Philadelphia as fast as 
I could. This resolution proved ver}* fortunate in one 
respect, for on my arrival in the purchase about the 
20th of November, I found the settlers in the greatest 
consternation, on account of the late defeat. Several 
had fled into Kentucky, and many others were pre- 
paring to follow them, and it was with the greatest 
difficult that I prevailed with people to s^^and their 
ground. The timely arrival of Mr. Dunlap gready 
contributed to this success, as he had the good fortune 
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to prevail with his settlers who had abandoned Cole- 
rain to return again with him and re-establish their 
station. Colerain has ever been considered the best 
barrier to all tlie settlements, and when that place 
became re-pooplcd, the inhabitants of the odier stadons 
became more reconciled to stay. General St. Clair, 
by much importunity, gave Mr. Dunlap a guard of six 
soldiers. With these the settlers returned to Colerain. 
In a verj' few days after the station was re-settled, the 
Governor ordered the six soldiers back again to Fort 
Washington. But the next day General St. Clair set 
out for Philadelphia, and Major Zoiglor came to the 
command. His good sense and humanity induced 
him to send the six men back again in one hour*s 
time, as I am told, after General St. Clair left Fort 
Washington, and he assured Mr. Dunlap that he should 
have more soldiers than six, rather than the station 
should break. Majors somedmes do more good than 
generals. 

" My return home from Gallipolis, though fortunate 
in one respect, was the reverse in another. The unex- 
IHJCted destniction of the army rendered the provision 
of beeves, made by Mr. Ludlow (Colonel Duer's 
agent) greater than was necessary. Many of die 
bullocks were therefore sold to the selders, as Colonel 
Duer's contract was near expiring. This circum- 
stance was favorable to the inhabitants who wanted 
oxen, as more than half die inhabitants have been 
obliged to raise their com by the hoe without the aid 
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of ploughs— hones being, soon after they are brought 
here taken oflf by the Indians ; but they do not disturb 
our oxen. Of these young bullocks I bought about 
a dozen to make oxen of and let out by the year to 
settlers in this place who are not able to purchase. 
Before I chose to let these go out of my possession I 
got some 3'oung men to brand their horns for me. 
Unfortunately I was in tlie yard myself. One steer 
proved ver)* ferocious and ran at me as I was standing 
about sixteen or eighteen feet from him. He struck 
one of his horns, being ver}' sharp, between my legs ; 
the horn entered my body, ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 
♦ * ♦ forming a wound nearly one inch 

deep and about six inches in length. The horn in its 
progress upward tore the flesh, also transversely, so 
that a piece of flesh ixs big as a man's three largest 
fingers hung pendent from my bod\'. The doctor 
applied his needles and sewed up the wound, but in 
a few da^'S die parts contracted so much that the 
sutures gave way and the wound became open as 
c%'cr. Soon after receiving the wound I had a fit of 
the ague ; this was succeeded by a fever, which con- 
tinued about ten days, with a violent pain in my head 
and utter loss of appetite. All these together reduced 
me very low. It is now twenty-seven days since I 
Avas hurt, and though m}" appedte and strength have 
been returning for several days, and I have recovered 
my spirits as usual, yet I am not able to sic up, nor 
I be for some days longer, if I may judge from 
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the state of my wound, though I have no cause to 
complain — ^it heals tolerably well. The piece of flesh 
which hangs down like a dew-lap is the only discour- 
aging circumstance. This I think must yet be cut ofT^ 
but the doctor says it will contract and afler a while 
nearly disappear. It does grow much less to be sure, 
but I fear it will be long before it is so far gone that I 
can ride on horseback. • • • • • 

** I expect, sir, that the late defeat will entirely dis- 
courage emigration to the purchase from Jersey for 
a long time. Indeed, it seems that we are never to 
have matters right. 

"What from the two succeeding defeats of our 
army, and the Governor's arbitrary conduct towards 
die setders, still more discouraging at the time than 
even the defeats, many setUers became very indifferent 
in tiieir attachment to the purchase, and numbers had 
left it on account of the Govemor*s conduct before his 
unparalleled defeat. Of this shameful defeat by less 
than half their number of Indians, a^ is supposed, I 
have treated a litde in mv address to Doctor Boudinot. 
It is an event on which I could write a folio, and die 
subject not then exhausted; but I cannot, witii any 
degree of patience, reflect thereon. You will there- 
fore excuse me, sir, that I am now silent on die over- 
throw of our army. I am extremely anxious to hear 
how the dreadful news was received by Congress. 
From the ample provision made by Government I 
think the news must have been very xMBftSRs^ws^s^w 
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Philadelphia. But the whole has been retrograde in 
this country. I flatter myself that the nation will 
find a valuable ofHccr in Lieutenant-colonel Wilkin- 
son, who is appointed to the command of the 2d 
re^ment — ^lie now commands in Fort Washington. 
I take him to be a temperate man of considerable 
militaiy talents. He has 3'outh, activit}', ambition, 
bravery, of clear understanding, and, ever since I 
have been in this countr}', he has always indmated to 
me that a military life was what he was ever anxious 
to attain to. He has one advantage beyond many 
odier men who might be appointed to the command 
in this countr}\ In him are found those talents which 
win render him agreeable to the regular troops, at 
the same time that his familiar address and politeness 
render him veiy pleasing to the milida of Kentucky, 
by whom he is much respected and loved, and on this 
body of militia die United States must very much 
depend in their future operations against the Indians ; 
they are nigh at hand, and they are mostly riflemen." 
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line on the subject. No mischief has been done in 
the purchase by the Indians since the defeat. 
Scarcely a track has been seen by hunters. 

** Mr. Ludlow is now up the Miami traversing 
tliat river — ^lie purposes going to the batde ground 
before he returns, if he meets with no Ipdians wlule 
he is out. I have the honor to be, with much respect, 
sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

''John C. Symmss. 

" Hon. Capt. Dayton." 



'•January 19, 1792. 
•*I have been for several weeks expecting the 
favor of a letter from you. I am anxious to hear 
whether Judge Turner arrived safe at Philadelphia 
Tvith my addresses, a^d what is thought of Governor 
St« Claires measures with me and the setders of the 
purchase. My dear sir, you certainly might, since 
the meeting of Congress, have obliged me with a 
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No. 1 8. 

Controversies between Governor St. Clair and Judge Symmes — In- 
stance of tyrannical exercise of i^ilitary authority — Captain Arm- 
strong — ^Ludlow's survey of the Purchase in progress. 

North Bend, January 25th, 1792. 
•• Gbntx£Men — I expect that copies of Governor 
St. Claires letters to me, and of my answers to him, 
previous to the month of August, are now before 
Government. Of these, I have already furnished 
copies to you by Judge Turner. I now do myself the 
honor of enclosing copies of two or tliree more letters 
Avhich succeeded before the correspondence between 
the Governor and myself was closed. I am persuaded 
that, however the m.iin question of boundary to the 
purchase may be determined by Congress, yet that 
e\-cr}' person must admit that the Governor has treated 
me and tlie setders in a most cruel manner. This per- 
suasion has drawn from me a reply to his Excel- 
lence's letters of the 12th and 14th of July, and 
proclamation of the 19th. It is my wish, gendemen, 
that you forward these copies to Government, for I 
luiow of no reason which can be assigned why I should 
not be fully heard on the subject of the controversy 
well as in reladon to the Governor's violent pro* 
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ceedings in the purchase. But of the propriety of 
submitting these copies to Government, I beg leave, 
notwithstanding, to consult both of you, and such 
other of my friends in Philadelphia as you may judge 
proper. I know very well, gendemen, that I am at 
too great a remove from court to be able to judge of 
the reception which a copy of my reply may meet 
with at Philadelphia. 

** If the Governor's conduct towards us has already 
met with the plaudits of Government, and he stands 
fully justified by Congress, it will be prudent perhaps 
for me to recede from further altercation and learn 
submission to their pleasure, however sensible I may 
be of the injustice he has done to mc and the settlers. 
But, if the matter is yet pending before Congress, 
then, with your approbation, and not other\vise, seal it 
and let it go to Mr. Secretary Jcfi*erson. I wish it had 
been in my power to make fairer copies, but in the 
situation I am — confined to my bed and writing lean- 
ing on my left elbow — I could do it no better. 

** It may, perhaps, be thought by some that I have 
written with acrimony ; but if such persons will give 
themselves the trouble to look over the Governor's 
letters to me and proclamation against the setders, I 
am sure they must say that his are written in much 
stronger language of reproach and illiberality. He 
has charged me with many things tiiat are not true, 
and in a very rude manner. I have not adduced a 
single accusation which I can not maintain in thia 
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countiy by the testimony of many witnesses. I beg 
leave to refer jou to Judge Turner. He took for\vard 
a few affidavits which mention some of the facts; 
man}' more might be obtained if there were any oc- 
casion. I do not mean nor wish, however, to impeach 
the Governor in form, but certainly liis conduct has 
been vety reprehensible. The superiorit}' which the 
Governor affected to give tlio military over citizens, 
is maintained with ridiculous importance by some of 
the officers. I will give you one instance : Captain 
John Armstrong, who commands, for the present, at 
Fort Hamilton, has, ^^^thin a few days past, ordered 
out of the purchase some of Mr. Dunlap's sctders, at 
Colerain, against whom he has a pique. He threatens 
to dislodge them with a party of soldiers if he is not 
obej-ed. The citizens have applied to me for advice, 
and I have directed them to pay no regard to his 
menaces, yet I very much fear he will put his threats 
in execution, for I well know his imperious dispo- 
sition. This same Armstrong, soon after the Gover- 
nor had ordered Knoles Shaw's house burned, and 
himself and family banished, met with Mr. Martin, 
the deputy sheriff, wth whom, a little before, he had 
some dispute touching the superiority of the civil or 
military authority. Armstrong now deridingly takes 
the sheriff by the sleeve, saying: * what think you of 
the ci\Tl authority now?' It would have given me 
great satisfaction could I have reached Philadelphia 
this winter; but such a chain of impedimente has 
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been thrown across my way as to prevent it. I must 
now wait some time longer. 

"The western circuit comes on by the first of 
April, as the court for the county of Knox commences 
at Vincennes, on the first Tuesday in May, and that 
for Kaskaskias, on the 2d in June. If I must attend 
these courts, and I see no alternative at present, it will 
defer for another year my coming to the metropolis, 
unless I obtain from the President leave of absence 
from the territory, for which I wrote Mr. Jefferson 
last fall. I shall tiicn conceive myself justified in 
neglecting die western circuit. Could Judge Turner 
and Judge Putnam go the spring circuit, I should be 
tiiercby at liberty to come to the Atiantic, in the 

spring. 

*' I trust, gcntiemen, that I need not again mention 
the great hardship that must await tiie Miami pur- 
chasers if they are obliged to pay a higher price for 
their land than others who purchase within the terri- 
tory after the opening of the proposed land office. I 
assure myself tiiat you will do all you can to set this 
matter on its proper basis— certainly nothing can be 
more just. Mr. Ludlow's survey of the purchase, I 
think, can not be completed this winter, so that Gov- 
ernment, during this session of Congress, will receive 
little further information as to the figure of the tract 
tlian what they already have from my communi- 
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cations to Governor St. Clair, which he long since 
transmitted to Mr. Secretary Hamilton. 

" I have the honor to be, with respect, gentlemen, 
your most obedient humble servant, 

-- ^ " John C. Symmes. 

*• HoNs. Doct. Boudinot and 

•• Capt. Dayton." 
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No. 19. 

PfocecdinM in Coii(preM relative to the Miami and Ohio Co tracts— 
Prapotols for adjttitment of indiridual interetti. 

DajtoH ib Symmes, 

** PmLADELPHiA, May 6th, 1792. 
"Dear Sir— I am just informed that Capt. 
Mills wll leave this place to^ay for the Miamis, and 
I would not willingly neglect the opportunity, although 
the time afforded me is so short as to prevent my 
being as particular as I should wish. A resolution 
has passed both houses to adjourn to-morrow for the 
session, and to meet again in November next. No 
land office bill has been passed, and, of course, yours 
and the Ohio company's will be the only lands which 
can be exposed for sale, these eight months, at least, 
on your side of tlie Ohio, and I should suppose that 
the superiority of yours over theirs will enable 
you to ask and receive a higher price. In a letter 
which I wTote last Friday, and sent by post, I enclosed 
a short bill which Congress had passed, to authorize 






the President so to vary the contract as to make the 
Little Miami river, the eastern boundary. This is very 
satisfactory to Mr. Benjamin Stites, who is now here, 
and will doubdess prove extremely agreeable to the 
settlers at Cincinnata, Columbia, etc. I also enclosed 
a copy of a bill passed in favor of the Ohio company 
for the conveyance of the lands which they have paid 
for, or shall pay for within a certain time, or grant 
under certain conditions. They labored very eam- 
esdy to have a right of prc-empdon to the residue 
at twenty-five cents, or a quarter-dollar specie, but 
the Senate would by no means agree to it, although 
the House of Representadvcs did, under condition 
that they should allow interest from the day on the 
sum which the remainder of their purchiise would 
fetch. The Senate had resolved to sell none of the 
Western lands at less than the third of a dollar, and 
they accordingly lirst stmck out twenty-five and in- 
serted thirt}'-tliree and one-third cents, and after\vards 
struck out the whole clause, being dotcnnined to give 
no one a right of pre-emption, nor to sell any lands 
but for cash or prompt payment, nor even for cash 
until after next session. While this bill was in its 
progress, I was conHned to my room and bed with a 
broken leg. Mr. Boudinot made a modon to have a 
provision for your tract included in it, but was opposed 
by the New England members and failed. After this 
bill passed, I was alarmed from an apprehension that 
this session would end without anything being done 
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to secure our titles, in which case, I was sure that 
there would not be persons wanting, both in Kentucky 
and at Muskingum, to make known the insufliciency 
of our title, in order to check our sales and settle- 
ments. As soon as my leg was so much better that I 
could use crutches, I attended the House and intro- 
duced a resolution in your favor, which I got referred 
^o a committee, and 21s chairman, reported a bill, a 
copy of which is enclosed. Our House passed it as 
it is printed, but the Senate amended it agreeably to 
what is marked and written with the pen. The com- 
mittee of the Senate had struck out the whole of the 
second section, and it w«is not without the utmost 
difficult}-, and the strongest assurance from mc, that 
the army warrants were to be paid by me, who was 
militar}' agent, and not by you, that I could prevail 
upon tliem to re-instate it. Tlicy said that the 36,000 
which I had already covered with military warrants, 
bore a greater proportion to the sum we had paid in 
certificates than the 214,285 which the Ohio company 
were allowed to cover, bore to 500,000 which they 
had paid in certificates. The bill is happily passed as 
amended by the Senate, and tlie President has ap- 
proved it. A township is given us for the purposes 
of an academy. This was as much as could be 
obtained, and even //tal met with considerable oppo- 
sition. I \vish you^to point out the particular town- 
ship, which must not be higher than the fourth mnge, 
and should not he one in which you have disposed of 
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any of the sections. I think that the quanUty of 
lands for which, by die law last passed, we are to 
have a tide, will carr}' us into the fourth range, but 
not into the fifth. It', therefore, you have sold any 
lands above that range for "2 16** specie per acre, as I 
am told is the case, you would do well to get a release 
from the bargain, for you may be assured, that, when- 
ever a land ofTice is esUiblished, and die lands above 
vou ortered for sale, thev will not be put at less than 
thirty or thirtj'-five cents, and will probably be bid up 

higher. 

"As I think it probable you have sold more of the 
lands tiian your certificates which were lodged amount 
to, I would propose to you tiie following terms, which, 
if you should accede to, will ascertain the precise 
crround on which we should proceed in future without 
clashing or interfering with one another. Of the num- 
ber of acres for which payment was admissible in 
land warrants, I had paid for 36,000, and there still 
remain, as you wll see by the law, 106,857 acres to 
be paid for. If it be your wish to take 60,000 acres, 
either to cover the sales already made by you or to 
enable you sell to otiiers \A\o may hereafter apply and 
wish to become settlers, I will pay for them and let 
you take them eitiier at die rate of a quarter of a dol- 
lar absolutely, or if you prefer it, at die rate of one- 
fifth of a dollar in the first instance, and in addition 
allow me one-third part of die advance, which you 
shall make and obtain in die sales of those ^^ 
acres ov^x \3wi wsfc-^SSicw ^^ ^ ^^5^^^ ^^^s^^ 
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** I do not know, nor can I learn, where any land 
warrants to any amount are for sale, although I have 
had diligent inquiry made. The late alarming and 
general failure at New York accidentally threw into 
my hands about 65,000 acres which had been col- 
lected by one of the brokers there, and which other- 
^^lse he would have kept or vested in lands. This 
very fortunately took place a few da}'s before the 
Ohio Company bill passed, and since that event they 
are applying cverj' where for warrants to make up 
their complement. If you accept either of my propo- 
sitions, I could wish that you would transmit to me 
by means of good bills as much money towards it as 
you can conveniently spare, as I am to make pay- 
ment for the warrants in a few weeks. I hope to have 
your answer immediately, whether you embrace my 
proposals or have others to make, in which latter Ciise 
I should wish you to give me an option of two at 
least. As I have the warrants in possession, I should 
expect to make the whole of the payment admissible 
tlierein. This will relieve you from the inconvenience 
(to which you would otherwise be subjected) of being 
called upon by those who paid certificates for lands 
at *5iO, to have an allowance on account of the next 
paj-ment being facilitated to you, which can only be 
said to be done for the accommodation of the military. 
When you write between this time and November 
next, direct to me under cover to General Knox, the 
Secretary of War, unless you have direct opportunities 
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by persons coming immediately to Elizabeth. Send 
me duplicates, and even triplicates, of your answer, as I 
shall do in this instance. I shall write again by 
Saturdays mail." 



No. 20. 

Making the Second Payment-Conferences with Officers of the Go^^^ 
ernnTent-Suggeslions as to Management of the ««»»»«« 5>/J>« 
Purchase- Growing Aversion in Congress to Sales and Settlement 
of Western Lands. 

Dayton to Symnus. 

"Philadelphia, Nov. 19, 1792. 
** Dear Sir:— It has been matter of the utmost 
surprise, as well as embarrassment to me, that I have 
not received any letter from you in answer to three 
which I sent you last April and May, respecting tlie 
Miami tract. The two acts passed by Congress, at 
their last session, the one * for ascertaining the bounds 
of a tract of land purchased by John Cleves Symmes,' 
the other, * audiorizing the grant and conveyance of 
certain lands to John Cleves Symmes and his associ- 
ates,' were enclosed in those three letters and sent by 
different mails, in order that one at least might be 
more certain of reaching you. Whence can arise 
this indifference and neglect in an aftair so highly 
interesting, not only to ourselves, but to very many 
others? I waited your answer and directions until 
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Monday, the 5th of this month, which was the last day- 
allowed for making payment under the act, as it w<is 
exacd}' six months from the time of its passing. Not 
hearing from you, I thought it advisable to deposit 
with the Secretary of tlie Treasuiy, on that day, 
warrants sufficient to pay for 106,857 acres, in ad- 
dition to what has been already paid for, viz: 141, 
683 acres, making in all 248,540 acres, exclusive of a 
complete township to be given in trust for the estab- 
lishing of an academ}' and public schools. The 
President of the United States, the Secretary of the 
Treasur}-, and the Attorney-General determine that 
we must be confined to the original boundaries in the 
contract until you or your agent and associate duly 
authorized for that purpose, have applied and agreed, 
as mentioned in the first act, to alter the contract 
agreeably thereto. They think my letter of agency 
insufficient for the purpose, and I am not displeased 
with it, as it will afford me time for taking your 
opinion and instructions as to several points, particu- 
larly where the academy township shall be taken, and 
how much of the land purchased by this last payment 
made by me, you wish reserx'ed for you. The appli- 
cations from officers and soldiers, and others holding 
warrants, were numerous and pressing for admission, 
but I have, for some time past, suspended any de- 
cision with respect to them until I can hear from you. 
The present session of Congress will probably termi- 
nate by the 20th of February, and certainly by the 
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3d of March. I shall expect sufficient powers from 
3'ou duly proved or acknowledged before tiiat time, 
authorizing me, as your ajfcn^ and associalc^ to do 
what is required in the acts entitled as before men- 
tioned. In the discussion that has taken place be- 
tween the President, the Secretary of Uie Treasur}' 
and myself, it was intimated tiiat you ought to relin- 
quish the contract entirely before you took advantage 
of the acts in your favor. To tiiat idea I by no 
means acceded, but insisted tiiat nothing more was or 
could be required than that an alteration should take 
place only as to tiie particulars pointed out in tiie law. 
** As the Attorney General of the United States 
will decide on the fullness and sufficiency of the 
powers you may send me, it is quite uncertain in favor 
of which opinion he will determine. I would there- 
fore recommend that you send me two, the one 
confined to the precise alterations expressed in the 
t>vo laws in order, that, seeing the limitation of 
my power, they may not press me to give up tlie 
contract utterly. If this succeeds, as I trust on fair 
discussion it must, it will be better not to show them 
the other; but in case of its being rejected (which I 
know will be attempted on account of the vast danger 
and expense that will for some time yet to come 
attend the running of the lines of the whole million) 
it would be better to have a more full and unexception- 
able one to produce than to lose the benefits of the 
two acts of Congress, I am to have until the rising 
27 
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of Congress to avail myself of my late deposit of 
%\'arrants, or to withdraw them and adhere exactly to 
the contract, under which we shall not be entitled to a 
deed until the second payment in certificates be made. 
I must entreat you on your account, as well as on 
account of those concerned with you, to turn your 
attention immediately to this business, and cither 
come yourself or forward the powers %\'ithout the least 
delay. Will you have any objection to tlic deed's 
being taken out in your and my name ? As at least half 
the payment will be made by me indiWdually , or as the 
militar}' agent, there would seem to be a propriety in 
our names being associated in it, especially as it is 
expected by the militar}*^ gendemen and others hold- 
ing their warrants, for whom I act, and as there would 
doubdcss considerable advantage arise from one of us 
being in that, and the otlicr in this countr}-. The mem- 
bers of Congress generally represent Adantic States, 
and I think I can discover in ever}'' session a stronger 
aversion to the encouragement of new setUements 
and the sales of lands over the Ohio, as the emigra- 
tions in consequence thereof, operate to diminish the 
numbers and strength of those States from which 
the>' come. I deem it fortunate that the laws with 
regard to the Miami Purchase passed the last session, 
and I very much doubt whether a land office bill can 
or will be carried, but if carried I am convinced that 
they will be fixed at such high prices as to render it 
ineffectual. You promised long since to send me an 
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exact statement of the sales of lands made by you in 
the reserved township, on acc't of the proprietors, 
the product of such sales, and the balance due each 
share, on account thereof. I hope you will do it im- 
mediately, as your neglecting it hitherto has occa- 
sioned considerable uneasiness and discontent. You 
will see by the law that the township given for the 
establishment of public schools is to be a gift in trust 
only ; it will be therefore necessary that a particular 
one be designated in which no land is owned by any 
individual. You may possibly prefer a deed's being 
given in your own name for all the lands which the 
certificates pay for, and in my name for the residue 
that has been covered with land warrants, to the other 
proposition of having our names joindy in a general 
deed ; if so, inform me where you would >vish yours 
to be taken. I have enclosed copies of my letters to 
and answers from the President, and of the official 
opinion given by the Attorney General wth respect 
to the sufficiency of my powers under your letter of 
agency. In your new powers you must consider me 
not only as your agent ^ but your associate ; in which 
latter character I have made the deposit of military 
warrants, the other not being acknowledged. 
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No. 21. 

Awaitinc^the Execution of the Patent at Philadelphia— The Pennsyl- 
vania I)i>tttrban cee Excitement amon^ the Quakers* 

"Philadelphia, Sept. 30, 1794. 
•* Dear Sir : — I was last week several times with 
Mr. Secretary Hamilton and Attorney-General Brad- 
ford, on tlie subject of the ^liami patent — ^some parts 
of the proposed form I do not fully approve, but, 
rather than state objections wliich might work delay, 
I agreed to waive everj* thing that might retard. I 
expected to have heard of the signing of tlie patent 
3'estcrday or to-day, but have not heard a word though 
I have been several times at the oflice. The Presi- 
dent sets out to-day to take the command of the army, 
and I expect to leave town to-morrow without my pat- 
ent, but, like a true presbyterian, I will suppose the time 
has not yet come which was predestined from etcniity 
that I should receive it. I enclose you a hand-bill 
containing the news from General Wayne, which 
came to town to-day. Captain Ernest arrived last 
night, from Pittsburgh. He says a great majority of 
the inhabitants of the refractory counties are submiss* 
ivdy disposed, but that others are rather sulky and 
unfriendly— but no system of opposition by arms ap- 
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pears to be in contemplation. I believe some ex* 
amples are determined on by Government, but this is 
only my conjecture. The militia of Pennsylvania 
have rallied well — ^near one thousand from this city 
have marched. A war has broken out in the Qjiaker 
general meeting, now sitting here. To the honor of 
many young gendemen of that society, a great number 
have marched >vith the militia — ^they and their parents 
are now on trial in the general meedng. It is doubtful 
what may be the issue. Some justify the measure, 
and some oppose and condemn, and are for reading 
children and parents out of the meeting for attempting 
to support Government, as they say their kingdom is 
not of this world — query, whether some of them do 
not dabble a little in and about the despicable things 
of this world, whatever may be their spirituality ? Tlie 
yellow fever stalks a litde about town. Doctor Wistar 
says the danger of taking it, though apparent, is not 
great as yet, and perhaps may not be. I intended, if 
possible, to have been ahead of the army in my way 
to Pittsburgh, but that is now impossible. 

** I hope to see you next week, at E. Town, and 
am, sir, with much respect, 

" Yours, 
•*Capt. Dayton. •*John C. Symmes.'* 
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No. 22. Extract. 

Snmmary of obstacles encountered in carrying^ out the scheme of the 
purchase— Personal efforts, sacrifices, and risks— Difficulties of 
jcamejing — Some untoward action of Congress in reference to the 
territorial laws. 

** Cincinnati, June 17th, 1795. 
"Dear Sir— ♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

*****! have in view the com- 
piling of a history of the Miami Purchase as it re- 
spects tlie different shapes it has undergone since I 
first formed the project — ^the candor and ingenuous- 
ness of some gendemen in transactions relative 
thereto, and the management, delay, disingenuous- 
ness and address of others — the extreme hazard the 
design of purcliasing and settlement of the country 
has been exposed to from political, malicious, igno- 
rant or interested opposers — ^the calumnies, personal 
dangers and suflerings of the first emigrants — the 
nature of the original contract, and how it has affected 
the interest of the United States — the manner in which 
the funding system has affected that contract — how 
far fulfilled, and by what circiunstances promoted 
or discouraged, >vith observations on the impediments 
thrown politically or naturally in the way of its future 
progress, subjoining thereto, copies of all the principal 
documents, letters, receipts, vouchers, and instruments 
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of writing, concerning the various transactions relating 
to the whole business. I am apprised that this will 
be a labor of some weeks, but I think it a duty I owe 
to my country and to myself. ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

** Four pounds, five shillings, sir, was the top of the 
market for army warrants, and surely I had at least 
an equal right >vith other purchasers of army warrants 
to have those warrants laid in tiie purchase. But 
suffer me, sir, to ask you by whose efforts it was diat 
the value of the military lands in the purchase was 
appreciated to three times that sum per hundred acres? 
Who first formed the design, and, in the adventurous ' 
search after distant lands, sacrificed rest and peace? 
Who had endured toil, hunger, cold and tempest, 
without shelter in a wilderness, while exploring the 
countr}' previously to the contract, and afterwards 
persevering for years at the hazard of his life, not only 
from the elements, but from surrounding hostile sav- 
ages? Who has expended thousands of dollars in 
the project of establishing settlements in the country? 
Whose reputation as a man of sense and business, 
would have been blasted, and who would have been 
inevitably ruined by die undertaking, had that project 
failed and the bubble burst? 

** First answer to these questions, and then say, sir, 
whether it was you or I who gave a three-fold value 
to those army warrants which were so fortunate as to 
gain admittance into the purchase, when comQaj6^<L 
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with the current value of otlier army warrants to be 
laid in other parts of the territory. ♦ ♦ ♦ 
******* I had not been 
long at home from Jersey before I was called up the 
Ohio again to attend Governor St. Clair at Marietta 
in tlie capacity of a legislator. On the 20th of 
Februarj% therefore, I set out on my passage up the 
river, and was buffeted by high waters, drifting ice, 
hea%y storms of wind and rain, frost and snow for 
twenty-tlu-ee days and nights, without sleeping once 
in all that time in any house after le«iving Columbia. 
I waited in vain twelve days at Marietta for the 
coming of the Governor, and he not appearing, I 
returned home. 

"The Governor has since arrived at this place. 
About the same time. Judge Turner came up the river 
from the Illinois, when we were able to form a house 
and proceed to the consideration of our laws. Their 
binding force was so ener\-atcd by the measures taken 
against them last session of Congress, that many citi- 
zens of lawless principles now renle tliem, and treat 
them as a nullity. How far the safety and happiness 
of the United States were involved in the downfall of 
our litde code of jurisprudence affecting few more 
citizens and scarcely more energetic than the by-laws 
of some countr}' corporation— especially as they had 
undoubtedly been twice read and ordered by Govern- 
ment to be printed — ^I will not pretend to conjecture. 
I only say, sir, that I am sorry they were found so 
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exceptionable in the eyes of Congress. We lived 
tolerably happy under them, and, if I am not mis- 
taken, the happiness of the people is the object of 
laws. Hardly shall we be able to import and adopt 
a sufficient number of the laws of the original States 
to regulate our police before die freemen of the terri- 
tory will rise in numbers to 5,000, when the Govern- 
ment will be new formed and the people make their 
own laws. 

** I am, with best respects, 

•* Your very humble servant, 

"Capt. Dayton. "John C. Svmmes*" 
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No. 23. 

Swreadjng of lettlcn into the back country after Wayne's victory- 
North Bend nearly deserted— Plans in reference to lands beyond 
the limiu of the Patent. ^ 

** Cincinnati, August 6, 1795. 
** Dear Sir— At this place, where the legislature 
are still sitting, I had the honor, on the 14th ult., to 
receive your favor of the 6th of June. So inexprcss- 
xbly have I been crowded with business of both public 
and private natures that I confess I have not been able 
to pay all that attention to the letters of my friends 
from the sea shore that I have wished to do. It is not 
half that I can as yet answer at all, but I beg them to 
belie%-e that it is not want of inclination, but of time, 
that I do not minutely attend to every one in the most 
scrupulous manner. 

" Your ISIill Creek lands would have been deeded 
before this time, but as you have not sent forward 
to Mr. Ludlow the warrants transferred to you by 
Doctor Morris, it is necessary that they should first 
arrive at the office. This I desired Mr. Ludlow to 
inform j-ou of, on his first application to me for your 
Mm Creek deeds. Besides, as Doctor Morrel has 
•old the whole of the half section which he purchased 
^ fiom you on Mill Creek, the people who purchased 
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are clamorous with him and me for a deed for that 
half secdon ; nor can he receive the whole of his 
money until the deed be given. If you have no 
objecdon I will give the deed to them for that part of 
the secdon ; in which case I shall direct Judge Morris 
at N. Brunswick to discharge your bond against 
Doctor Morrel and Budd with my money. I some 
time ago advised Mr. Ludlow to give you this informa- 
tion. Respecting your interest in the reserved town- 
ship, I know not what advice to give you. The 
village is reduced more than one-half in its numbers 
of inhabitants since I left it to go to Jersey in February, 
1793. The people have spread themselves into all 
parts of the purchase below Uic military range since 
the Indian defeat on the 2otii of August, and the 
cabins are of late deserted by dozens in a street. 
What has in some measure contributed to this is the 
demand I made on all volunteer settlers at my arrival 
to go out and improve on their forfeitures in the course 
of this year, as the truce with the Indians atlbrded 
a veiy favorable opportunity for the purpose. 

** I am of the opinion that none will think of pur- 
chasing your interest in that township at so high a 
price, though your sale should embrace every thing 
3'ou claim therein. If I can procure an accurate 
draught to be made out for you of that part of the 
purchase, as you have requested, I will do it, but 
unless Mr. Ludlow will undertake it, to whom I have 
applied, I know not anotlier that I think can do U. 
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wth accuracy and ability. There is no such thing 
as purchasers for the proprietary lots in the several 
blocks at a price which the owners would listen to. 
There are yet several hundred donation lots in the 
plan of the town that have never been accepted of by 
any body, and ver>' few indeed will purchase a lot 
when they can have such a choice of one gratis. 
They do not value a town lot more than so many 
square perches at any other place out of the town, 
for there is not a single advantage enjoyed in the 
limits of Uie village of North Bend which they do 
not enjoy in more perfection in the country, and there 
are many more inconveniences to conflict with. There 
appears to be some mistake in the survey of the 
militar)' lands according to the draught ; the two 
l^Iiamis are wider apart than that map lays them 
down. The two sections which fell to me, as we sup- 
posed on the bank of the Great Miami, are found to 
be a considerable distance east from the river, by 
reason of which I have had them both returned on 
my hands after I had sold them. This needs cor- 
rection, for I expect that there are 2,000 acres more 
in the military range than was represented to me. 

" I have not the least objection, sir, to your taking 
a share of considerable extent in the remaining lands 
of my contract beyond the deed, but to prevent any 
interference I beg you >vill mention to me in your 
next how much you would ynsh Uie preemption of, 
and I win endeavor to accommodate you as well as I 
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can, so as to assign some peculiar part to you, that 
you may take on yourself the burthen of tlie settle- 
ment, for I was extremely disappointed by assigning 
tlie military range to the military men, expecting their 
aid in the setdemcnt of the countr}', but not a man but 
Colonel Spencer has ever set his foot here; setde- 
ment in a measure is therefore a s/nc qua non. I find 
it very troublesome and expensive in effecdng them, 
as I have several since my arrival. If die Indian 
treaty should turn out favorable to the frontiers, I 
think it will be practicable to push the sctdcmcnts up 
to my rear line, in which case our countr}'- will become 
somewhat respectable. But all Kentucky and the 
back parts of Virginia and Pennsylvania are running 
mad with expectations of the land oflice opening in 
this countrj' — ^liundreds are running into the wilder- 
ness west of the Great Miami, locadng and making 
elections of land. They almost laugh me full in the 
face when I ask them one dollar per acre for first-rate 
land, and tell me they will soon have as good for thirty 
cents. ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦• 

** I have the honor to be, sir, with regard, your 
most obedient 

**john c. s\1^imbs. 
**Capt. Da\ton." 
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No. 24. 

Relative to Forfeitures and the Tenure of Lands beyond where 
Symmes and Associates had Right of Entry and Occupancy under 
the Contract with the Commissionen of the Treasury, 

DayUfn to Siita, 

•* Elizabethto>vn, Oct. 14, 1795. 
•*Sir: — Mr. Isaac Wynans, my neighbor, has 
requested me to write to you, respecting the sec- 
tion which he purchased from you, a part of which, 
he says, has been taken possession of by a man 
named McHenris, under the idea of its being 
forfeited. I have considered deliberately all the cir- 
cumstances of the case, and carefully perused Judge 
S^'mmes* printed pamplilet, and am most decidedly of 
opinion tliat no forfeiture has boon incurred by Mr. 
W}Tians. Tlie words in the pamphlet are: *that 
every locator shall have two years from the time of 
entering his location, to lix or place himself or some 
other person or persons, on the groimd or in the 
countr}' at some station of defence, and begin an im- ' 
provement on ever}' section or quarter of a section 
which he may have located, if this may be done with 
safety^ Who, tliat has any regard to truth, will 
assert that a setdement could have been made upon 
Mr. Wynans* section, and continued for two whole 
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years with safety} Whenever it is brought before a 
proper tribunal (as it will certainly be if Mr. McHenris 
or any other person attempts to deprive Mr. Wynans 
of the northeast comer), it will be incumbent on them 
to prove that it was safe for two whole years previous 
to the forfeiture claimed for Mr. Wynans to have his 
section setUed, and that he neglected, for tliat length 
of time, to do it. No penalty can possibly be incurred 
under Judge Symmes' contract for not making setde- 
ments where it was unsafe to do it, nor can there be 
legally or equitably any penalty or forfeiture of land 
until it has been safe for two entire years, so to setde, 
and the owner has neglected doing it. There are 
oUier views of this subject which show still more 
strongly the fallacy of the supposition of forfeitures 
being incurred. Judge Symmes had no tide for the 
lands in question before last fall. The settiements he 
made upon them were unauthorized by his contracts, 
and without any kind of permission from the Govern- 
ment, so that every sctUcr was liable to be dis- 
possessed by force as an intruder upon the public 

lands. 

** Would it be right that any of those who made..' 
contracts for lands under him should suffer a loss 
of one^ixth of their purchase money, because tiiey 
did not act in defiance of authority and in opposition 
to Government, by occupying a district of territory 
to which the Judge and his associates, had merely 
a preemption right? No just and impartial tribunal 



i 



224 



CINCINNATI S BEGINNINGS. 



can decide this point against them, when all the cir- 
cumstances attending the business are unfolded for 
their consideradon. The two years neglect to settle 
can not, in my opinion, with any appearance of jusdce 
or reason, be construed to commence earlier than the 
date of tlie patent granted by the President, nor can 
it be computed from that period unless, it can also be 
saUsfactorily shown that it was then, and has con- 
tinued since to be, safe to setUe upon the lands. I do 
not, for my own part, think that jusdce will be done 
to the owners of sections or parts of sections in the 
Miami tract, if any dme should be fixed upon earlier 
than the late treaty of jx^ace in August (especially for 
such as are not situated upon the banks of the Ohio), 
from which to compute the two years neglect to setde. 
If, therefore, sections or parts of sections below 
the diird range should remain unimproved until 
the 3d of August, 1797, then it would seem consistent 
with a rational construction of Judge Symmes' pam- 
phlet, that a forfeiture of one-sixth should take place, 
imless it could be shown that new hostilities, on die 
part of the savages, subsequent to the treaty, had pre- 
vented or disturbed such improvement. 

** These, my sentiments respecting forfeitures, are 
addressed to you at the request of Mr. Wynans, 
because he diought it your duty, as the man from 
whom he purchased, to take care diat his section 
suffered no diminution or injur}'' in his absence, and to 
deUver him the possession entire when he shall come 
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to demand it of you, which will be next spring, if his 
health is prolonged to him until then. At any rate, 
he wishes you to warn the person or persons who have 
taken possession of a part of it, immediately to with- 
draw entirely from it, as he will not only contest their 
right, but make them answerable for every kind of 
waste, as well as for die product of the soil, if they 
till it. Mr. Wvnans does not claim die indents due 
on his certificate at the time of its being paid into the 
Treasury of the United States, for they have been paid 
by me long since upon his order, as he acknowledges ; 
but he demands the payment of one year's interest, 
drawn, as he says, by Doctor Stanber}', at our State 
Treasur}-, after he had paid it to Judge Symmes, with 
which I have nothin*' to do, and Doctor Stanbcn' re- 
fuses to make compensation ; it is, therefore, obliga- 
tor}- upon you to inquire into the transaction, and to 
take care that justice be done to Mr. Wynans. 

*• I shall write, by next post, an answer to your 
two last letters, and am, sir, with haste, 

** Yours, as usual, 
** Mr. Benjamin Stitbs, •* Jqna. Da\ton. 

**C0LUMllIvV." 
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No. 25. Extract. 

Difierences in the attractiveness of various portions of the United 
States at that period, from diversities of political condition and 
other causes, according to the views of an English immigrant^ 
The Indians of the vicinity somewhat demonstrative, 

"North Bend, January' 20th, 1796. 

*• Dear Sir — I have to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letters of the 28th and enclosed note of the 
29th of September last^ by Mr. Chapman, with whom I 
had an inter\'iew at Cincinnati. I found him intelli- 
gent and polite. He had been some time in the pur- 
chase before I returned from the Illinois. I could not 
discover that he had any inclination to stay on our 
side of the Ohio. His being a foreigner appeared 
to have great weight with him, supposing himself 
disabled to take a fee of soil. He complained, that 
in his opinion tlie general government had not opened 
an amicable door for aliens to introduce themselves 
into the Northwestern territor>'. He also observed 
that, with respect to tlie comparative political situation 
of the se\'eral parts of the United States, he thought 
those districts which were organized into independent 
States and raised to the grade of being freely repre- 
sented in Congress, as Kentucky and Vermont, had 
more to promise themselves than we had, who were in 
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a great measure colonial as to our form of government. 
He therefore gave Kentucky the preference to the ter- 
ritory and went tliither, though I thought I could dis- 
cover in him no great inclination to purchase even in 
Kentucky. He dwelt much on the advantages farmers 
in the Atlantic States enjoy over those who cultivate 
interior lands on the Western waters ; so that it is my 
opinion some person east of the Allegheny mountains 
will finally have tlie pleasure of counting Mr. Chap- 
man's English guineas. I pressed him to make me 
a visit at North Bend, but he excused himself, and 
seemed to be in haste to cross the Ohio. ♦ ♦ ♦ 

" I beg leave to congratulate you, sir, on your 
appointment to tlie chair of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. This fact I have learned from report, not 
having seen any public paper for some weeks past. I 
hope you wli find * honor's easy chair ' both agree- 
able and profitable, for twelve dollars a day is a very 
pretty thing, though I know not what is expected or 
how frequent the entertainments are, which it is usual 
for a speaker of the House to give. 

** One word on the subject of the Indians. Tliey 
now begin to crowd in upon us in numbers, and are 
becoming troublesome. We have but one merchant 
in this part of the purchase, and he will not buy their 
deer-skins. Their next resort is to beg from me, and 
I was compelled last week to give them upwards of 
forty dollars value or send near forty of tKetn. ^i2«v«s\ 
offcud^A. 
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" The President's plan of fixing traders and stores 
of Indian goods along the frontiers, I think, is very 
judicious. They must have a market for their skins 
or they can purchase nothing from us. Though we 
have twent}' or more merchants at Cincinnati, not one 
of them is fond of purchasing deer-skins. Some 
attention of Government is certainly necessary to this 
object. If the Indians can not enjoy the benefits of 
peace with us (trade and commerce) most assuredly 
they wU have war, where one party only need be 
consulted. Some of our citizens will purchase horses 
from the Indians. The consequence is, that the 
Indians immediately steal others, for not an Indian 
will walk if he can steal a horse to ride. I wish it 
xi^^s made penal by Congress to buy horses directly 
or indirectly from the Indians. 

** I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient 
veiy humble servant, 

•*JoiiN C. Symmes, 

•• Hon. Jonathan Dayton." 
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No. 26. 

A Pressure of Business Engagements and Cares— Certain Personal 
Characteristics and Psychological and Moral Philosophical Points — 
Various Matters of Business. 

** Cincinnati, Aug. loth, 1796. 
"Dear Sir: — On my arrival in town this day, 
the Postmaster handed me your tNVO letters, of the 
first and twentieth ultimo. I was honored by the re- 
ceipt of your favor of the 13th June, a few days ago. 
But as I h.ive not been in Cincinnati since, till now, 
have not found leisure sufficient even to sketch half a 
sheet. So thronged am I with business and straitened 
for time, that I am frequently robbed thereby of my 
food and sleep. I am building a dwelling-house and 
grist-mill, both on pretty extensive plans, and obliged 
personally to superintend the whole without-doors by 
day, and to arrange my accounts by night ; so that 
from early dawn to midnight, I am engaged with my 
buildings or my farm. I had, this season, a wheat 
and r}'e harvest of 50 acres, and have 1 14 acres of 
land planted with Indian com, and a stock of 150 
head .of cattle. I have laborers, *tis true, but not one 
that can relieve me of my cares for a day. Add to 
this, my official duties and attendance on the business 
of the Purchase, this accoimts for my writing so seldom 
to Jersey. 
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** Perhaps, sir, I am one of the most accommo- 
dating men in the world, when I conceive that I am 
played fair ; but I will not say whether there be not 
too much of the phlegmatic in my constitution, when 
I imagine m}^f a little run. I believe a man more 
wse who is more flexible — ^he certainly can wreath 
himself into forms and shapes that will round ofl* many 
of the sharp comers of human nature, and slide him 
with much greater facility along the snagged path of 
Ufe. 

••I know not, sir, what h.is led you into the 
smallest suspicion tliat I intended, wantonly, to give 
3-ou trouble, respecting the balance of land due you, 
over and above the sixt}*-odd thousand acres deeded 
to 3-ou in the military' range. If I have not been so 
explicit in treating on that subject as you wished 
me to be, my reser\'e was only owing to what I 
thought I discovered of your inclinations to subject me 
to embarrassment on the score of the indents arrear. 
You know, sir, that, in the first instance, I, only, am re- 
sponsible for the indents to the original oNvners of the 
certificates advanced to me. Doctor Burnet and some 
Others writing to me tliat you declined settling with 
them their indents arrear alarmed me much, and led 
me into the contemplation of your own doctrine, which 
I think orthodox, tliat of sequestration, when justice 
is withheld or denied. Discharge, sir, the indents 
arrear when \ye settled, and you will find me not only 
just in ail our concerns, but liberal. However, we may. 
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of late, have disagreeably bickered and altercated on 
some subjects, I assure you, sir, that I am and have 
always been very sensible of the services you have 
done me in the course of your agency, and shall ever 
ret;iin a grateful remembrance thereof, but, at the 
same dme, must observe that your attention to my 
business has atTectcd you as virtue does her votaries, 
it has richly rewarded while practised. 

** Your views respecting your Mill Creek lands, 
Mr. rialsey*s section, and Col. Gibson*s business I 
shall attend to with pleasure. As we hear nothing of 
Mr. Ludlow being on his way hither, perhaps we may 
drive a contract respecting the balance of the land to 
which you have claim out of the militar)'' range. 
After receiving tide for all your sections and fractions 
near the mouth of Mill Creek, according to your own 
proposals, and deducting the balance of Mr. Ilalsey's 
warrant, and liquidating every claim, what price per 
acre shall I pay you, sir, for the balance of Uie land 
that maj^yet be due to you? As there may, perhaps, 
be some difficulty in locating tiiis balance so as to give 
complete satisfaction on both sides, the more amicable 
way, in my opinion, will be to commute this business 
with money. Eight of my sections in the military 
range I have sold, and shall be loth to clip the fourth 
range, as many of the sections in that lower tier are 
already located entire by otiiers, and the lands con- 
tended for with Mr. Boudinot lie here. If you will, 
therefore, set a moderate value on the land, such as 
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we may agree on, taking into view the verj' cisy price 
it comes at to you, and also the fact which you suggest, 
that all the most valuable sections have been lonir since 
sold and located, I will direct Judge Morris to dis- 
charge the amount of the purciuise money immedi- 
ately. I trust I can receive your answer to this pro- 
posal before Mr. Ludlow's arrival. Col. Gibson and 
Capt. Harrison say tliey will take tlie half section 
bet>veen them at your price, and send you a draft for 
the money as soon as Major Swan, tlie pa^^master re- 
turns from Kentucky. I have shown your order to 
Major Gano, he has promised to call on me with the 
warrants, when they sliall be instantly recorded and 
the deeds made out. On my return to the office, I 
will also complete your deeds for Mr. Ilalsey's section, 
as well as Mr. Carpenter's, and enclose them as you 
request. 

•*If Mr. Denman and Stanberj- have ever settled 
with me for indents, they surely can produce my re- 
ceipts. I only remember Doctor Stanberj^'s paying me 
a small sum. If writing to tiiem be useless, the matter 
must rest 'till I come to Jersey, when I shall endeavor 
all I can to effect their settlement. 

" We have a fine estate, and at tliis time, when 
lands are so high with you, it must be a ver>^ valuable 
one, on Flat Brook, in Sussex countJ^ It will not be 
disagreeable to me to attempt an exchange with you 
of all my interest in Jersey for all your interest in the 
Miami countrj-, stating at a reasonable value the 
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property on botli sides, and in whose favor soever 
a balance may fall, let it be adjusted with money. 
Think of this, sir, and if it be not too mucli trouble, 
ride and view the several farms. They are only six- 
teen miles from Sussex court house, and it will be a 
pleasant excursion for you to make with the gentle- 
men of the law who attend the court in Sussex next 
November. Messrs. Holmes and Pemberton, mer- 
chants in Newtown, are our agents in that county. 
These gentlemen will furnish you widi a list of all our 
possessions in that quarter. 

** I shall be happy to receive your communications 
of a plan of future payments to be made to Govern- 
ment, and will thank you for your opinion whetlier 
my presence in Philadelphia next winter will be 
necessar}', or whetlier tlie means of payment only will 
be wanted. 

*' I have the honor to be, most respectfully, sir. 
your obedient, very humble ser\'ant, 

"John C. Svm»ibs. 
•* Hon. Jonathan Dayton, 
•• Elizauethtown.'* 
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No. 27. 

Relatire to matters of business mentioned in the preceding;, and 
aUttding to the evacuation of Detroit by the British. 

** Cincinnati, September 6th, 1796. 
** Dear Sir — ^This day Col. Thos. Gibson and 
Capt. William H. Harrison put into my hands to trans- 
mit to you each a draft for four hundred and fitty 
dollars, drawn on the Secretar}'' of War by Major 
Swan, the paymaster of the army, which, being 
indorsed to you, I consider «as payment for the half 
section you commissioned me by your letter of July 
last to convey to them, or one of them, by deed, 
-which I have accordingly done this d.iy. Enclosed 
you have the first numbers of the drafts, the second I 
shall retain for your use in case of a miscarriage of 
the first. Your other business wherein I am con- 
cerned IS attended to agreeably to my letter to you of 
last montli. Governor St. Clair has just arrived, witli 
whom I am much engaged, which must render my 
lines few at present. Mr. Ludlow has not arrived — 
no news. — I suppose you know that Detroit is ours ; 
it was rather ungraciously delivered ; Colonel England 
dscovered some impatience on the occasion. 

** I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient, 
very humble servant, 
•• Hon. Capt. Dayton, "John C. S\t^imes." 
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No. 28. 

Expeditious journey from Cincinnati to Pittsburgh at the close of the 
last century. 

LeUer of Major Swan, 

*'PiTTsnuRGH, June 14, 1799. 

** Deaii Sir — ^We arrived here after a passage of 
only forty-four days, in which we exhausted our pro- 
visions and groceries, and had to lay in a fresh stock 
at Marietta, at which place I purchased thirteen pairs 
of shoes for your men, which you ought to charge 
them with, in order that I may not lose the money I 
paid for tliem, which was twenty-six dollars. Lt. 
Stall and your men will return on the i6th inst. by 
water in the same boat we came up in. He will 
doubtless make you an accurate report of all the 
material occurrences of our voyage, which renders it 
unnecessarv for me to do it here. 

** I have paid Major Craig thirty dollars for you, 
and enclose to you your note to him for that sum. 

** I am, with esteem, dear sir, j'our obedient 

servant, 

*• C. Swan, 
**Capt. Edward Miller, 

^^ Commanding Fort Washington:' 
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CINCINXATPS BEGINNINGS: Being the Early History of the City 
and the Miami Purchase, from hitherto Unpublished Documents. By 
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'* This work of Mr. Perrv is one of vast and compressed erudition 
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any member ui>on the editorial staflf of the secular press has appeared 
in so handsome and triumphant a role against the popular and plausible 
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work is simply astonishing. It aflfords a treasury of reliable data and 
authorities uuon this difHcult subject which is invaluable; and, as the 
price of the oook is very low, we trust it will be widely circulated." 
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These Lectures have met with a glorious reception, and been re- 
printed in newspapers throughout the country. The topics are: Food 
Comiptors; Tradesmen's B(x>ks; the Story of the Auditor's Boolcs; 
Street Car Life in Cincinnati ; The Curse of Tenement Houses ; The 
The Betrayal of a City; Church and Theater; Common Sense in 
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University of Vienna. From the Second Edition, translated and ed- 
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A BOOK FOR EVERY HORSEOWNER. The Horse's Foot and how 
to Shoe it. Giving the most approved methods of horse-shoeing, to- 
gether with the Anatomy of the Horse's Foot and its Diseases. By 
J. R. Cole. With Forty-t^vo Illustrations. 8vo. Cloth, 5i 00 

" This book is sold for less than the price of a single set of shoes, 
and we can warrant that every farmer or horse^wner who is not 
already well informed in everything relating to the care of the horse's 
foot, will find himself well repaid in the investment." — New Rmgiand 
Fawmer. 

" The importance of the sul>iect demands the thorough discussion 
that is given it in this volume. By means of numerous illustrations 
and plain language, the author makes all the intricacies of the horse's 
foot clear to the average reader, and enables him to know what is the 
matter with the foot, M-hen the horse goes lame after shoeing. It 
shows what few blacksmiths know — ^how to shoe a horse properly. 
This information alone is worth the cost of the book to every hone- 
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THE LIBRARY CATALOGUE. Ruled and arranged to suit any num- 
ber of volumcr*. 410, Cloth, |l 50 

A great convenience, in fact, a necessity^ to every one who owns 
a library, whether large or small. The book is made of heavy paper, 
neatly and strongly lK>und in cloth, with red edges. The following 
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WASHINGTON COUNTY AND THE EARLY SETTLEMENT OF 
OHIO. By Israel Ward Andrews, President of Marietta College. 
8vo. Paper, 75 cts. Cloth, 5t 25 

An epitome of the events connected with the early settlement of 
Washington County, the first county settled in Ohio, and incidentally 
of the early History of the State. 

MARIETTA COLLEGE in the War of Secession, 1861-65. Svo. 
Paper, ..-•• 7S cts. 

Contains a history of Marietta College in the War, bv President 
I. W. Andrews, together with biographical sketches of the studenU 
who fell in service, and a complete Military Record of the Alumni. 

REFERENCES to the Coinage Legislation of the United States. By 
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best editions, and to purchase what they need, whether in thousands, or a 
single book, in the most economical way. 

Orders for American or Foreign Books of every description, whether 
for whole libraries or single Itooks, are carefully and promptly executed, 
on the most favorable terms for correspondents. Books, etc., for incorpor- 
ated iiijititutions, are imported free of duties. Catalogues of the Knglish 
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The punctuality «nd iiuclli):enc« 
CTUiced by Pbter G. Thomson in filling; 
tb« orders, both American and Korcicn. 
Ibr thift Library, de»crve our rtcognition 
mmd commendation. 

LYMAN C. DRAPER. &rrrtaiy. 
DANL S. DURKIE, Ubrmrimm, 

iMWilllr UlbrMf of HalllaMV. 

The Cincinnati Public Library is to l>e 
COMgratuiated in sccurini; you at it% agent. 
I cannot recall anyone who could fill the 
Msilion with so much credit at yourself. 
* • My busineM trantaciiont with yoii 
have Ifcen of the muM Mitisfactory char* 
ACtcr. * * What Librariant and Ilook 
Com mil] ee« want, (after plentiful income} 
i» a ditcrect a;:cnt — not a mere |Mcker-up 
■■ bu t one who hat knowledge of book« 
jiflMl u«c« that knowledca for the benefit 
of ki« principal. 1 think you cumplcicly 
lill this wanu 

JKO. W. M. LEE. 
r« Merc4imtil* Lihrmiy mmd Mmty- 
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American niul Kncliiib hook* purchased 
for the Public Librnry of Cincinnati, .ire 
now ordered through Phtrr (^.Tnomhon, 
who ban contracted for %iip|ilyin(; them on 
. mora favornble tenn« tlinn the Lilirnry 
ha* e%'er been aide to obtain from any 
American PookKellcr or Importer. 

THOMAS VICKERS. UbraHmn. 

riilran V%MiU Ulmirr. 
1 have no dmibt but ib.it your b»nj; ex* 
pcrience in the l»ook bii*inc»s, ami your 
relation* with yuiir London corre*pondent 
will enable you u* »ervc your cu»tontcrt 
mure iMtiftfaciorily than the cencral iMwk 
trade can do it.^ I am alM> convinced that 
it \s better for libraries and private buyers 
to use such an agency as your*, rather 
than import ibrough the regular American 
l)0(*k*ellcrs. Wishing \^o\\ much success 
in yuur buMue**, 1 remain. 

Yours very sincerely, 

WILLIAM F. POOLE. 
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